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Japan 


Takeshita Delivers ‘Policy Speech’ at Diet 
OW'270814 Tokvo NHK General Television Network 
in Japanese 0503 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita’s policy speech to the 
House of Representatives at the opening of the I 11th 
extraordinary Diet session—live] 


[Text] Having been nominated prime minister at the last 
Diet session, | have assumed the reins of the govern- 
ment. Despite a serious situation both in Japan and 
internationally, | am determined to do my utmost to 
administer state affairs in such a way as to live up to my 
fellow countrymen’s trust and expectations. In this con- 
nection, | would like to request your support. [applause] 


Since the war, our country has made remarkable progress 
in numerous fields. However, | feel that the progress we 
have made so far has been oriented toward the quest for 
material wealth. | have long advocated the theory of 
hometown [furusato] and creativity [sose: ron]. 


While attaching importance to a rich spiritual life, my 
principle originates from the concept that we should 
build a society in which our countrymen, as Japanese, 
can enjoy a secure life and engage in their activities. 
[applause] My objective will be to create a society that is 
full of happiness, which is truly affluent in both culture 
and economy, and in which all the people can live an 
affluent life and proudly engage in their own activities in 
their own localities. [applause] 


To create such a Japan, we must pursue politics with 
bold concepts and action. Of course, maintaining conti- 
nuity in policies is of great importance. In the meantime, 
to cope with the new age, it is necessary to incorporate 
bold and original ideas in our policies. In implementing 
policies, ve should not be negligent in carefully sounding 
out the people’s demands and their true intentions, and 
in cautiously taking appropriate measures at a proper 
speed to cope with the changes in society. 


With the understanding and cooperation of various 
parties and groups in the Diet and while seeking national 
consensus, | will administer state affairs. Nevertheless, 
in this complicated economic world, there are occasions 
when I will be required to make definite decisions as the 
person who has the supreme responsibility in the gov- 
ernment. On such occasions, | will assume responsibili- 
ty, make decisions on behalf of our people, and faithfully 
carry Out the decisions made. [applause] 


Moreover, to win trust among our fellow countrymen, | 
will try to establish clean politics and an efficient admin- 
istration. On the basis of the concepts mentioned above, 
| would like to state my basic policies concerning major 
tasks in both domestic and foreign affairs and request 
your understanding and cooperation. 
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In my opinion, Japan must hereafter establish its 
approach as to what contributions it can make to the 
world and bring its vigor and affluency into full play in 
the world. In this concern, | will carry on the basic 
foreign policy lines established in the past and further 
promote these policies. Japan’s existence and develop- 
ment depends on world peace and prosperity. And as 
Japan has now become one of the principal countries 
responsible for the international order, it is necessary for 
Japan to make further contributions to peace and more 
actively engage in international cooperation to promote 
prosperity. Moreover, we must clearly inform various 
foreign countries of our ideas and faithfully carry out our 


pledges. 


1 am convinced that the basis of our diplomacy lies 
precisely in pursuing such independent foreign policies, 
and that it is the way for Japan to win trust in the 
international community. Both peace and prosperity are 
tasks that Japan itself must do its utmost and work hard 
to achieve. And I feel that | must request our fellow 
countrymen to understand that we must volunteer to 
bear the cost for achieving these objectives. [applause] 


The trends in U.S.-USSR relations have the greatest 
influence on world peace. | will support the diplomatic 
efforts of the United States with the hope that there will 
be further progress in talks on arms control and disar- 
mament at the U.S.-USSR summit scheduled to open 
soon, and that stable relations between the East and the 
West can thereby be established. At the same time, I feel 
Japan should make positive contributions to world dis- 
armament. 


Japanese-U.S. relations are the pillar of our country’s 
diplomacy. I will further consolidate the foundations for 
friendly and cooperative relations between Japan and 
1e United States, and to this end I will visit the United 
States as soon as possible and have a frank exchange of 
views with President Reagan. 


I will also work to further strengthen constructive coop- 
erative relations with West European countries and 
Canada. At the same time, I will seek to ensure that 
Japan contributes to regional stability and development 
as a member of the Asian and Pacific region. 


It is a particularly important to promote relations with 
neighboring countries, including the ROK, China, and 
the ASEAN nations. I will go to Manila next month and 
attend a meeting of leaders of the ASEAN nations to 
express Japan’s desire to actively cooperate with the 
ASEAN nations and support them. 


Concerning relations with the Soviet Union, I will strive 
to establish stable relations on the basis of mutual 
understanding by concluding a peace treaty afier solving 
the northern territorial issue, our foremost pending 
problem. 
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With regard to national security, Japan will firmly 
uphold the security system between Japan and the 
United States and attach importance to the defense 
buildup program, with emphasis placed on what Japan 
really needs for its defense. | intend to thoroughly 
maintain the exclusively defensive defense policy under 
the peace Constitutjon and abide by the three nonnu- 
clear principles and the principle of civilian control. | 
will thus work for reasonable improvement of our 
defense capabilities while working to avoid becoming a 
military power. [applause] 


Concerning developing countries, Japan will make con- 
tributions commensurate with its national strength. At 
the same time, it will actively strive to support UN 
activities, settle international disputes, and contribute to 
global peace. | believe that by showing heartfelt kind 
sympathy to people suffering from hunger and disputes 
and by sharing in their anguishes, we will be able to come 
to a realization of the fact that the earth is the common 
home of mankind. From this viewpoint, Japan will give 
priority to economic cooperation and tackle the issue of 
accumulated debts with sincerity in the future. C oncern- 
ing the issue of securing free and safe navigation in the 
Persian Gulf, Japan will work to actively contribute 
through nonmilitary measures. 


The solution of external economic issues is one of the 
most important tasks now facing Japan. | will strive to 
maintain a free trade system and to form Japanese 
markets which are diver-e and open to the world. At the 
same time, I will work to transform Japan's economy 
from an export-dependent economy to a domestic 
demand-oriented economy. 


This is how I will tackle this task. To maintain harmony 
between the world economy and the Japanese economy. 
which accoun’ or 10% of the world economy, I believe 
Japan should actively work to facilitate foreigners’ access 
to its markets, liberalize its monetary market. and 
restructure its economic system. In this sense, domestic 
politics and external affairs are indivisible. In this pro- 
cess, | may at times ask for the people’s perseverance. 
However, Japan is a country benefiting greatly from free 
trade. Therefore, we cannot avoid this reform—not only 
to adjust the Japanese economy to the world economy, 
but also to ensure Japan's continued development in the 
future. | would like to ask all fellow citizens to under- 
stand this. [applause] 


To truly internationalize Japan, it is important to 
increase international exchanges at various levels. in 
addition to promoting nation-to-nation diplomacy. It is 
necessary to enliven what is called grass-roots diplomacy 
in which people in various fields have direct exchanges 
with foreign countries. I also think that exchanges with 
various countries should be promoted not only in the 
political and economic fields, but also in social. cultural, 
and other areas. | am determined to strongly push ahead 
with diplomacy in these fields. 


ts 
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(ne of the mayor domestic tasks at present concerns land 
issues. In forming this cabinet some time ago, | strength- 
ened the government's efforts to deal with land issues by 
assigning a cabinet member to take charge of land issues 
and by holding a meeting of the ministers concerned 
with land issues under the chairmanship of the prime 
minister. To deal with the recent unusual rise in land 
prices, the government has decided, acting on the rec- 
ommendations of such agencies as the Extraordinary 
Administrative Reform Promotion Council, on various 
emergency measures to deal with land issues. including 
flexible application of the bill on land development 
projects, instructions to financial and other organs, and 
promotion of land development for housing projects. We 
will faithfully implement these measures. 


Furthermore, we will seek the counsel of many people to 
work out and study medium- and long-term measures to 
deal with land issues and carry them out so our people 
will be provided with land for housing, as well as housing 
in a better environmen... At the same time, a special 
committee has been set up in the Diet to deal with land 
issues, and I heartily welcome the fact that the commit- 
tee has carried on substantial examination of the issues. 
As far as the government is concerned, we will cooperate 
with this committee so the examination can be carried 
on smoothly. 


One of the things that has led to soaring land prices is the 
unipolar concentration of the population and various 
functions in Tokyo. To break away from overdepend- 
ence on Tokyo and to establish a multipolar dispersion 
of the national land, we will steadily implement the 
fourth comprehensive national land development pro- 
gram, which includes the improvement of traffic and 
communication networks nationwide. At the same time, 
I will try to inspire so-called spirit into the efforts of 
developing national land through such measures as the 
fourth comprehensive national development program, 
make the most of local wisdom and enthusiasm to 
develop towns and villages filled with attraction and 
vitality, and build up regions that can provide people 
with security and preventive measures against disasters 
so as to turn localities into solid bases where people can 
enjoy their lives and engage in their activities. 


In regard to economic management, | plan to promote 
continuous economic growth without inflation; and in 
order to enable the people to enjoy life befitting Japan’s 
economic power, I will emphasize the steady improve- 
ment of social capital, make the most of the private 
sector’s vitality, and build an economic society with 
harmony. 


Concerning the stabilization of exchange rates, I feel that 
promoting policy coordination and exchange market 
cooperation among various countries is what is basically 
important. 
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Concerning fiscal management, it 1s necessary to recover 
fiscal resilience as soon as possible so as not to leave 
excessive burdens on the next generation. | also intend to 
continuously push ahead with administrative reform. 


In compiling the fiscal 1988 budget. I will continuously 
reflect strong moves for fiscal reform in view of past 
efforts and achievements in this regard. In expenditures, 
I will work to further reduce and rationalize operating 
costs. At the same time, I will take proper measures to 
cope with economic situations at home and abroad, 
including expanding domestic demand. 


Concerning the tax reform system, | think the people 
have developed a growing interest in tax reform through 
observation of debates at the Diet on the bill for tax 
reform. To cope with rapid changes in the economic 
community, | believe that Japan should seek to establish 
a tax system thal is appropriate to an internationalized 
nation, that reflects fresh ideas, and that enhances 
Japan’s vitality. The system should be simple, fair, and 
understandable for the people so they can readily bear 
the burden. It should be able to provide stable revenue 
sources to prepare for the advent of a real aging society. 
[applause] 


In this effort, it is important to create national consensus 
on the tax reform through open talks. [applause] A tax 
system reform bill was passed in the previous Diet 
session, thereby marking the first step toward tax reform. 
I intend to make further efforts, through wide-ranging 
discussions, to build a stable tax system that maintains a 
balance among income, consumption, and funds. 


Japan has made great postwar progress. However, com- 
pared with its economic progress, most citizens feel that 
they aze not actually living affluent lives. 1 will work to 
bring the results of economic progress to the actual 
standard of living of the people and create a society 
where people can feel truly affluent. 


To this end, | will strive to promote employment mea- 
sures responsive to changes in the industrial structure 
and to actual local conditions. At the same time, | will 
make efforts to secure employment amid development of 
high technology and knowledge-intensive industries. 


Furthermore, it is particularly important to promote 
further labor-management dialogue, and with their 
understanding and cooperation we must make efforts to 
provide the working class with affluence and reduced 
working hours. 


Moreover, we will support the small and medium-busi- 
ness sector—which is now in a difficult situation, facing, 
among other things, a shifting industrial structure—so it 
can deal with the situation positively and achieve 
healthy development. 
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The agricultural, forestry. and fishery sector 1s responsi- 
ble for fundamental and various roles, such as stabilized 
supply of foodstuffs and conservation of national land 
and natural environment. Regarding the agricultural 
sector, which is caught in a serous situation both at 
home and abroad. based on the report submitted by the 
Agricultural Administration Deliberation Council, | will 
positively implement various measures, including mea- 
sures for increasing productivity and for expanding the 
scale of operation and improving production bases. so 
foodstuffs can be steadily supplied to the people at prices 
acceptable to the people. 


And in preparation for the full-scale aging of society. 
which Japan is expected to face in the beginning of the 
21st century, we will promote the reform of medical 
services and pension systems and strive to develop 
technology and create regional community so the aged 
will be provided with more jobs and better living condi- 
tions. 


While improving the social environment in_ which 
women’s abilities can be brought into full play, we will 
also give careful consideration to the care provided to 
those who are socially and economically weak, including 
the physically handicapped and members of one-parent 
families. 


Concerning education, it is most important to bring up 
youngsters who have individuality and sound minds and 
who can resolutely engage in various activities in the 
international community. To this end, we will promote 
creative and diversified education, and acting on recom- 
mendations to be submitted by the Provisional Council 
on Educational Reform, we will continue to carry out 
educational reforms. 


Education's basis, of course, lies in school education. 
However, this does not mean that schools are the only 
place where education can be conducied. I will create an 
environment for lifelong learning so that each and every 
fellow countryman can continue his learning throughout 
his lifetime. Furthermore, I will try to promote sports 
and cultural activities in various localities by making the 
most of local characteristics. And paying respect to 
excellent arts and culture, we will strive to promote 
cultural and artistic activities of which we can be proud 
in the international community. 


One of the keys to the opening of the future is the 
development of science and technology. Development of 
science and technology represents a great force for 
human progress and improvement and for new indus- 
trial progress. Development of science and technology is 
also indispensable for building a Japan for the 2Ist 
century that is full of ideals and vitality. | will work to 
promote basic studies for creative science and technol- 
ogy and actively push ahead with research programs to 
conquer fatal diseases. 
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I have just set Out my views regarding important domes- 
tic and foreign policies. My task of remodelling Japan 
into everyone’s hometown [furusato] 1s not an issue 
merely related to development of national land and 
promotion of local areas. It is designed to make the 
Japanese archipelago a place where all the Japanese 
people enjoy happier, merrier, and more meaningful 
lives, and to meet the expectations of the people of the 
world. In this sense, the task is a malter concerned with 
Japan’s overall national administration. | believe that 
wher one prizes irreplaceable freedom and one’s home- 
town [furusato], one will have a desire to defend one’s 
country. [applause] I think that by developing our 
national land in a well-balanced way and by more fully 
exhibiting Japan’s vitality, Japan can increase its contri- 
but. ns to the world. 


With the 21st century near, | feel as if | am going into a 
rough sea toward an unknown world. However, history 
shows us that the true mettle of a man 1s best seen in 
difficult situations. For the sake of the world and Japan. 
which now faces an important turning point, | will 
always lend my ears to the voice of the people. use 
popular wisdom, and seek their consensus, and | am 
determined to pursue politics of action in good faith and 
cope with the current difficult situation with all my heart 
and mind. [applause] | would like to again ask for the 
understanding and cooperation of the people. 


Gives Television Interview 
OW 261031 Tokvo NHK General Television Network 
in Japanese 1300 GMT 25 Nov 87 


[Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita interview with NHK 
reporters Korehito Obama and Yoko Komiyama enti- 
tled “Objectives of the New Administration”, at the 
prime minister's official residence; date of interview not 
given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [Komiyama] It has now been 3 weeks since 
you assumed the post of prime minister. How have you 
been during the past 3 weeks? 


[Takeslvita] In past years I was assigned to such posts as 
chief cabinet secretary, construction minister, party's 
national organization committee chairman, finance min- 
ister, party's acting secretary general, then as finance 
minister for a long period, and then as party's secretary 
general. Since I have collected quite a large volume of 
information in a jumble during these years, | have been 
rearranging it into order. With such information and 
knowledge in a jumble, it is my job this time to make 
definite decisions. In this connection, | feel that what I 
have been doing over the past 3 weeks ts rearranging all 
the information and knowledge collected in that jumble 
into order. 


[Obama] Mr Prinie Minister, since you were appointed 
chief cabinet secretary on two occasions, you know quite 
a lot about what is going on in the government. Com- 
pared with the time you were chief cabinet secretary. 
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what do you think of the volume of information col- 
lected at the prime minister's office? It must have 
increased by a large margin. 


[Takeshita] Take ihe information we received in the 
form of overseas telegrams as an example: When I was 
deputy chief cabinet secretary 23 years, we received 
about 85,000 telegrams a year. Then, when I was chief 
cabinet secretary in 1971, the amount of such informa- 
tion had almost doubled in 7 years, and I felt it had 
increased by a great margin—anyway, we received over 
150,000 telegrams then. But now we are receiving |.14 
million telegrams a year. That means the amount has 
increased by 80 times. [passage omitted] 


{[Komiyama] Mr Prime Minister, you have advocated 
the principle of remodelling Japan into everyone's 
hometown. | understand that you came up with this 
concept when you started your political career. 


[Takeshita] Yes. When the war ended on 15 August 1940 
| was an instructor at a boys’ aviator school. After all 
these young students went back. I went back to my 
hometown. At that time my hometown was suffering 
from disaster caused by a serious flood. I saw crescent 
spots on the mountains that used to be green, 2nd I came 
to feel the meaning of the saying that though che nation 
fell the mountains and rivers prevailed. I thought that we 
should not let the hometown remain as it was. It was 
certainly a turning point in my life as I decided to set my 
heart on politics. 


[Komiyama] Would you explain your hometown princi- 
ple in more concrete terms? 


[Takeshita] In short, I felt that though the nation fell, the 
mountains and rivers prevailed. That is, even after the 
war, we should not let the country remain desolate. My 
naive feeling was that .. love your own hometown is to 
love your ccuntry. My concept originated in such a 
simple feeling. However, now I feel that since we have 
entered an internationalized age, and we have an exten- 
sive information and transportation network all over the 
country, we should provide the people with a foundation 
based on which they can be proud of the place where they 
live and have their activities no matter where they live. 
This is my concept about hometown. Hometown should 
mean something different than your native place. 
[passage omitted] 


[Obama] Mr Prime Minister, the hometown you saw 42 
years ago was filled with crescent places. However, it has 
since become a place of affluence. On the other hand. all 
functions are row concentrated in Tokyo. As a result, 
local people have gradually come to lose their intention 
to act. It seems that the people are blessed with good 
natural surroundings but they do not feel satisfied in 
their inner life. 
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[Takeshita] Yes. | jiave noticed a problem there. ln my 
talks, | always like to cite some statistics. In reviewing 
the statrstics since 1930, I ncesice that the gap between the 
urban and rural areas has narrowed by a large marin. It 
is Said that Japan has the smallest gap in the world in 
terms of income between urban and rural areas, and we 
felt very proud of these statistics 10 years ago. However. 
there is a trend that this gap between urban and local 
area is getting wider. As you mentioned, this ts the 
so-called unipolar centralization in Tokyo. In fact, | 
sho d be held responsible for this situation. When | was 
finance minister, | thought that Tokyo, New York, and 
London should be established as international financial 
centers and I tried such measures as the internationai- 
ization of the yen. As a result, the world’s financial 
organizations are now concentrated on the central part 
of the metropolitan Tokyo. | feel acutely that | should be 
held responsible for this result. 


Anyway, we should promote the multipolar-dispersion 
system, not the uni-polar centralization system. I feel 
that we should pursue our politics along the program 
worked out under the Nakasone cabinet, which 1s called 
the fourth national comprehensive development pro- 
gram. The chara. 'eristics of every locality 1s described in 
this program, and the plans for developing highway. 
transportation, and communications networks to ensure 
local development are given in this program. Furiher- 
more, we should take into consideration the traditions 
and culture that still exist in various localities. While 
making use of local traditions and culture, we should ask 
local people to join in the so-calied movement of creating 
one specific product by every township. This movement 
has become quite popular recently. The plans for such 
movements should be included as local versions in the 
fourth national comprehensive development program. 
With everyone contributing their wisdom, the programs 
can be promoted with the government's assistance and 
subsidies. This is the plan I have in mind. [passage 
omitted] 


[Komiyama] Many people regard Tokyo as their home- 
town. However, as is reported in the news today, about 
40% of the people living in Tokyo thisik they cannot 
purchase their own houses in Tokyo because of soaring 
land prices. Anyway, Tokyo residents should regard 
Tokyo as their home town, shouldn't they? 


[Takeshita] Yes. That is why I speak highly of Tokyo 
Governor Suzuki's program for my town Tokyo. In fact. 
it seems that there exist two d.fferent systems in Japan 
with one area having unreasonably soaring land prices 
while the other has steady, or rather falling, land prices. 
Since this situation is rather unusual, the cabinet has 
assigned a former minister to study this issue, and we 
have also started a special committee at the Diet. Many 
constructive deliberations will be held on the issue. 
Through these measures, we plan to deal with the land 
issue. However, from a long-term viewpoint, govern- 
rent agencies should be dispersed to various localities. 
as I think this will promote a balanced development of 
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the country as a whole. When Tokyo Governor Suzuki's 
concept about creating my town Tokyo ts taken into 
consideration, it certainly as an excellent hometown 
concept. What obsiructs this program ts the sharply 
soaring land prices. and this has to be resolved through 
political measures as soon as possible. Land prices have 
been somewhat controlled now. However. that ts not 
enough. and further measures should be taken to keep 
land prices at more reasonable levels. In the final anal- 
ysis, government agencies should be dispersed to various 
localities so that the multipolar dispersion plan can be 
carried oul so as to stabilize land prices of the area which 
has Tokyo at its center. This, | think, will be the 
procedure that will be taken. [passage omitted] 


[Obama] | agree with what you have said. When we take 
a look at Japan today, we notice that the industrial 
structure has changed, and society has also changed 
sharply. In a word. the people have come to enjoy a good 
material life. However. many people have concerns 
about their future and their prospects, and this seems to 
have caused the people to feel rather unsatisfied with 
their inner life. What is your view on these points? 


[Takeshita] [Passage omitted] In the seventies the so- 
called trade frictions started and there was a big change 
in that the fixed exchange rate of Y360 to $1 was 
discontinued and the internationalization started. In the 
cighties. we gained 10% of the world’s GNP. Therefore, 
we are now in a Situation in which we cannot survive if 
we think of ourselves only. So, one may say that the 
internationalization does not mean that you yourself will 
talk about international culture, international exchange, 
international halls. or international cars, but true inter- 
nationalization should mean that the term international 
is no longer used. In this connection, the people should 
be asked to bear some burdens in the process of shifting 
the industrial structure, and it is important for politi- 
cians take it as their responsibility to make the shift as 
soft a landing as possible. Our people should understand 
that the shift is not made because of pressure from the 
outside, and they should be asked to change their under- 
standing that as the country with the largest credit, Japan 
has naturally to make this shift. It will take some time to 
achieve this. 


Whenever I talk about a shift in industrial structure, 
people say: Mr Takeshita, if you are asked to start 
learning computers tomorrow, you won't make it 
because of your age. As there is so-called mismatching 
beiween different fields of vocations, measures such as 
vocation retraining should be taken to deal with the 
problem. As we are now in a highly advanced society, we 
may need some know-how that can be obtained through 
experience. We must create some jobs that can take 
advantage of such experience. While attaching impor- 
tance to the employment problem, we must build Japan 
into a country that will contribute to the international 
community, and I teel this 1s the path that we will have 
to take. [passage omitted} 
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{Komiyama] In talking about Takeshita politics, people 
usually say that in practicing politics, you always pay 
sympathetic consideration to others. What is your own 
view” 


{ Takeshita] In pursuing politics, one has to be very strict. 
Sometimes, one will have to make sacrifices. Maybe we 
cannot get complete consensus, but | think we should 
practice politics by consent. To achieve this, | would say 
we must have 200d ears to listen. [passage omitted] 


|Komiyama] The general public is, of course,most con- 
cerned with the tax problem. Mr Prime Minister, what is 
your plan to promote tax reform? 


[Takeshita] We started various major reforms, including 
administrative, financial, tax system, and educational 
systems under the former administration. [passage omit- 
ted] In dealing with the financial issue, we should not 
leave any debts for generations to come. That is, in 
dealing with finance we must reestablish the financial 
system so that the issuance of deficit bonds can be 
suspended as soon as possible. [passage omitted] 


In dealing with the tax issue, we must take taxpayers’ 
viewpoints into consideration. As it is often mentioned, 
taxes shoul be levied in a fair manner. In this connec- 
tion, the fo. mer administration mentioned fairness, sim- 
plicity, selection, and vitality as important factors. While 
asking th: people’s understanding and obtaining as 
much consensus as possible, we will try to carry out the 
task of tax reform. In handling this issue, I think it will be 
necessary to have dialogue with the people before mak- 
ing definite decisions. [passage omitted] 


[Komiyama] The extraordinary Diet session will start on 
27 November, and you will give your first policy speech. 
What issues do you plan to address at the Diet, and what 
posture do you plan to take? 


[Takeshita] I will talk about my ordinary political pos- 
ture. I will tell the people that no matter how good a 
policy is, it cannot be implemented without ihe people's 
understanding and cooperation. In this connection, I will 
State my political viewpoints, including my views on 
foreign and domestic affairs, as well as the current issues 
that I have just mentioned, such as measures to deal with 
soaring land price. I will explain the general outlines of 
programs to deal with these issues. Plans for a draft 
budget will be worked out when the ordinary Diet 
session opens Therefore, | cannot just state my political 
posture at the ordinary session. At the upcoming session 
I will state my political posture and do my best to give 
satisfactory answers to the questions on current issues. 


[Obama] The coming session is called a land Diet 
session. The deliberations will be centered on measures, 
particularly emergency measures, to deal with the land 
price issue. 
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[Takeshita] Preferably. | feel that the argument expected 
to be exchanged at the coming session will create good 
conditions for implementing the policy. 


[Obama] Is that so” 


{[Komiyama] With the argument as a foundation, con- 
crete measures will be worked out at the ordinary Diet 
session. 


[Takeshita] Yes. | think so. When it comes to revising the 
bill, | think that will be the procedure. Of course, such 
bills as the one concerning wages and salaries will have to 
be dealt with immediately at the coming Diet session. 
Furthermore, there are other bills left over from the last 
Diet sessions, such as the bills concerning defense, that 
have to be dealt with. I hope that the Diet will handle 
them. 


{Obama and Komiyama] Thank you very much. 


Plan To Propose Phasing Out Farm Subsidies 
OW 260319 Tokvo KYODO in English 0249 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov. 26 KYODO—Japan will propose at 
a GATT panel meeting next month that agricultural 
export subsidies be phased out during a specified period 
after being frozen at present levels, a government source 
said Thursday. ; 


The source made this known in revealing a set of 
Japanese proposals to be made at a meeting in Geneva 
December 8-9 of a group negotiating agricultural trade 
problems under the auspices of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Japan will also recommend that the total amount of 
subsidies other than those to be phased out be reduced to 
their 1980 levels in five years, the sources said. 


On the other hand, it will insist that countries with low 
self-sufficiency in agricultural products be permitted to 
retain restrictions on certain farm imports necessary to 
guarantee stability in their domestic agricultural sectors. 


The Japanese proposals stress that the agricultural ialks 
2re only part of the entire “Uruguay round”—the latest 
series of GATT-sponsored negotiations for freer world 
trade—and that “dalanced™ progress be made in all 
group talks, the source said. 


Thi, indicates that Japan does not support a U.S. pro- 
posal giving priority to agricultural negotiations over 
talks on other themes such as tariff cuts, informed 
sources said. 
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The Japanese proposals represent no change in the 
government's traditional stance on agricultural trade. 


which suggests countries exporting large quantities of 


agricultural products give greater consideration to the 
special requirements of those countries heavily depen- 
dent upon food imports. 


The proposals are based on Japan’s assertions earlier this 
year at both a min. sterial meeting of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Deveiopment (OECD) in 
Paris in May and the Venice summit of seven major 
industrial democracies in Venice, Italy. in June. 


More Talks Desired on U.S. Farm Trade 
OW 261209 Tokvo KYODO in English 0938 GM1 
26 Nov 8&7 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov. 26 KYODO—Japan wishes to hold 
further discussions with the United States on the farm 
trade issue in the hope of reaching at least a tentative 
agreement with that country which is against Japan's 
residual import restrictions on |2 agricultural products. 
a Foreign Ministry official said Thursday. 


“We would like to continue to talk with the U.S. to at 
least know how to deal with their demands.” said sp »kes- 
man Yoshifumi Matsuda at a weekly press conference. 


However, he indicated that Japan would have no choice 
but to accept a decision which the Gereral Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) may make at a session sc’ied- 
uled for next week. 


Japan and the U.S. failed to reach an agreement in 
bilateral talks held in Washington Tuesday between 
Japanese Ambassador Nobuo Matsunaga and US. 
Trade Representative Clayton Yeutter. 


Agricultural issues are very important for Japan because 
liberalization of imports. even though not affecting the 
national economy, could damage regional economies 
dependent on their production of certain foods. said 
Matsuda. 


He cited the example of certain areas in Hokkaido where 
farmers only grow corn for making starch and in south- 
ern Kyushu where many are dependent on growing 
beans. 


FSX Consultations Held With U.S. Officials 
OW 260359 Tokvo KYODO in English 0345 GMT 
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[Text] Washington, Nov. 25 KYODO—Japan and the 
United States Wednesday agreed to exchange notes next 
April on joint development of Japan's self-deiense forc- 
e’s next-generation support fighter, the FSX. a visiting 
senior Defense Agency official said. 
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Masashi Yamamoto, head of the agency's Equipment 
Bureau. said the agreement was reached in his talks with 
US. Pentagon officials on the same day. 


The talks were the first working-level consultations to be 
held since Japan decided to develop the FSX on the basis 
of the US. F-16 fighter. 


In the talks. Japan proposed the basic contents of the 
pact. including Japan’s managerial responsibility of FSX 
development. The next consultation on FSX develop- 
ment is expected to be held in January, after the U.S. has 
studied the proposals. 


The agency plans to demand more than 10 billion yen in 
research and development costs for the FSX in the fiscal 
1988 budget starting next April. 


Yamamoto also said the Pentagon plans to send a 
delegation to Japan next January to inspect Japan's high 
production technology. He said this was disclosed in 
two-day Japan-U.S. talks on equipment and technology. 
which ended here Tuesday. 


Finance Minister on U.S. Bases Cost, Budget 
OW 270755 Tokvo KYODO in English 0646 GMT 


27 Nov 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov. 27 KYODO—Finance Minister Kui- 
chi Miyazawa said Friday the fiscal 1988 state budget 
now under compilation would not include the increased 
outlays necessary for Japan's shouldering a bigger share 
of the cost of stationing U.S. forces in Japan. 


Miyazawa told a press conference after a cabinet meet- 
ing. “judging from the current tempo of budgetary 
compilation, (Japan's shouldering a bigger share of the 
cost of the stationed U.S. forces) will not materialize in 
the 1988 state budget.” 


Currently Japan is contemplating increasing Japan's 
share of expenditures in view of U.S. congressional 
criticism that Japan has failed to fulfill its responsibility 
of partly bearing the military expenses the U.S. 1s incur- 
ring to ensure the safe passage of oil tankers in the 
Persian Gulf. 


Miyazawa also said the Foreign Ministry and Defense 
Agency are currently studying what areas of U.S. mili- 
tary outlays Japan should shoulder in addition to the 
present shouldering of part of U.S. base housing and 
labor costs. 


He suggested thai the government may attach additional! 
provisions for the increased outlays for the U.S. forces. 
to the current Japan-U.S. agreement for the status of 
U.S. forces in Japan, instead of revising the agreement 
itself, in order to ease the current limitations on the 
amount of money Japan could spend to facilitate the 
stationing of U.S. forces in Japan. 
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Some opposition parties would object to the revamping 
of the Japan-U.S. status of forces agreement, should the 
government propose it, informed sources said. 


Under the agreement which is based on the Japan-U_S. 
Security Treaty. Japan pays 254 billion yen a year, or 
about one-third of the estimated 800 billion yen the U.S. 
spends annually to station its forces in Japan. 


Miyazawa also denied a news report that he and former 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Masaharu Gotoda under the 
Nakasone administration had agreed that Japan would 
pay for the increased cost, in addition to the planned 
outlays of 18.4 trillion yen for Japan’s five-year military 
capability buildup program, 1986 fiscal year through 
1990 fiscal year. 


He said, “there is no agreement carried over fr 
previous cabinet” on whether or not the incve. —! si 
tioning cost should be paid out of the planne | jensc 
expenditures for the current military buildup p: 


Foreign Minister Meets USSR’s Ryuytel 
OW 270803 Tokyo KYODO in English 0654 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, Nov. 27 KYODO—Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno told vicechairman of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet Arnold F. Ryuytel Friday that Japan 
hopes to conclude a peace treaty with the Soviet Union 
after it returns the four Soviet-held northern islands, a 
Foreign Ministry official said. 


Ryuytel, here to attend private-level Japan-Soviet talks, 
said both nations should deepen bilateral science and 
cultural exchanges as neighboring countries. He said 
there are areas in scientific, economic and cultural fields 
that both nations can develop. 


By promoting mutual exchanges, he said the Soviets 
want to implement Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze’s visit to Japan. 


Uno reiterated Japan's wish to have the four islands 
returned and to conclude the peace treaty. 


He called for strengthened bilateral relations. 


Uno and Ryuytel welcomed a U.S.-Soviet agreement to 
remove intermediate-range nuclear forces, the official 
said. 


Iran's Velayati Meets With LDP’s Abe 
LD261332 Tehran Dowestic Service in Persian 
1030 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Text] According to the Central News Unit, Mr Abe, the 
secretary general of the ruling party in Japan, met and 
conferred with Foreign Minister Velayati. 
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In this meeting. at first Mr Abe expressing the Japanese 
Government's desire to expand relations with the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. emphasized the need for Japan 
to adopt an independent policy separate from the policy 
of the superpowers. He added: | understand your posi- 
tions regarding the war. 


In this mecting Mr Velayati. referring to the good 
relations between the two countries. emphasized the 
desirability of cooperation between the two countries in 
political and international issues. 


Our foreign minister and the secretary general of the 
ruling party in Japan also discussed the developments in 
the Persian Gulf and international issues. 


Yamaguchi Denies IRNA Citation on War 
OW 261359 Tokvo KYODO in English 1240 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov. 26 KYODO—Toshio Yamaguchi, a 
lower House member and head of the International 
Department of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, 
denied Thursday an Jranian IRNA news agency report 
the same day that he said Iraq had started the war against 
Iran. 


An IRNA report from Tehran said that Yamaguchi made 
the statement during his meeting in Tokyo with Iranian 
Foreign Minister “Ali Akbar Velayati Thursday morning. 


The IRNA report said Yamaguchi toid Velayati “Iraq 
started the war against Iran” and “the world will soon 
understand this historical reality.” 


The Japanese Government has not said which side, Iraq 
or Iran, started the war. 


In his denial. Yamaguchi said he fully knows that saying 
Irag is responcible for starting the war would antagonize 
all (Arab) Middle East countries. 


Yamaguchi, who particularly mentioned he formerly 
served as chairman of the lower house's Foreign Affairs 
Committee, said he would certainly not make such a 
basic blunder. 


Yamaguchi said that during the meeting with Velayati, 
he first emphasized that Iran should accept the U.N. 
resolution calli.ig for a ceasefire. 


Yamaguchi told Velayati that if the ceasefire materializ- 
eS. a proper organization of the United Nations would 
verify the course of the war. according to Yamaguchi. 


He said he told the Iranian minister that, through such 
U.N. verification, what Iran now asserts might become 
clear to the whole world. 
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Meanwhile, Velayati canceled his press conference 
which he was to give at noon Thursday at the Japan 
National Press Club before leaving for home in the 
afternoon. 


The Iranian side explained that he had to cancel the 
press conference because his earlier schedule became 
prolonged and he found no time for the press conference. 


However, some observers believe that the cancellation 
reflected his displeasure at reports by some Japanese 
news organizations about his talks with Japanese Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno on Wednesday. 


These reports said Uno “warned” Iran when referring to 
Uno’s urging the Iranians to accept the U.N. ceasefire 
resolution. 


When Velayati met Shintaro Abe, LDP secretary gener- 
al, Thursday morning, the minister complained that such 
Japanese reports were not true, according to informed 
sources. These Japanese reports could pose difficulty for 
him politically, Velayati reportedly told Abe. 


Arrested Red Army Member Visited Beijing 
OW 260229 Tokyo KYODO in English 0203 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Tokyo, Nov. 26 KYODO—Police said Thursday 
they have tightened security for the royal family and 
prominent figures in anticipation of possible terrorist 
moves by Japanese Red Army members aimed at freeing 
a leading member arrested in Tokyo last Saturday. 


Police also urged Japanese diplomatic missions and 
nationals living abroad, as well as Japan’s air carriers, to 
take extreme precautions against possible guerrilla 
actions initiated by the group. 


Osamu Maruoka, 37, the No 2 Leader of the Middle 
East-based group, was arrested in Tokyo soon after he 
arrived from Hong Kong using an illegally obtained 


passport. 


So far, the group has secured the release of 16 Red Army 
members arrested in four cases since 1974, including six 
who were freed in the hijacking of a Japan Air Lines 
jumbo jet over India in September 1977. 


Police speculate that the group will launch moves to free 
Maruoka during the Seoul Olympic games to he held 
next September. 


Police also believe that Maruoka was preparing a plan to 
free Masashi Daidoji, 39, and other terrorist group 
members who are in jail for launching a series of bomb 
attacks on Japanese companies. 


Police suspect the Japanese Red Army may initiate 
simultaneous actions to free Maruoka, Daidoji and other 
terrorist group members. 
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Maruoka visited Southeast Asian countries frequently 
using the illegally obtained passport, police said. 


He flew to Beijing on August 24, they said. 
Mongolia 


Polish Foreign Minister Concludes Visit 
LD241151 Warsaw PAP in English 0835 GMT 
24 Nov 87 


[Text] Ulaanbaatar, Nov. 24—Polish Foreign Minister 
Marian Orzechowski today wound up a three-day offi- 
cial visit to the Mongolian People’s Republic. On the last 
day of his visit, Orzechowski was received by General 
Secretary of the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary 
Party Jambyn Batmonh. 


Both sides expressed desire of developing all-round 
Polish-Mongolian relations and of maintaining dialogue 
at a high level. The sides stated that there is a necessity 
of continuing and speeding up the processes of reforms 
in both states. They stressed that these changes are part 
of the process of changes taking place in other socialist 
countries. 


The sides highly assessed Polish-Mongolian cooperation 
in the international arena, stressing the unity of views on 
all issues. 


Upon his departure from Ulaanbaatar, Marian Orze- 
chowski granted an interview for Mongolian TV. The 
Polish-Mongolian relations—Orzechowski said—are 
based on the unity of goals bilateral relations are marked 
by permanence, stability, and comprehensiveness. 


Since Wojciech Jaruzelski’s visit to Mongolia last year 
the contacts have been remarkably enlivened. Poland’s 
intention is to make her relations with Mongolia reach 
the level of relations with European socialist countries. 
Orzechowski also pointed to the need of concretizing 
economic contacts in order to tighten coproduction 
links, increase Mongolia’s export capacity through coop- 
eration with Poland. 


Assessing confidence building measures in Asia and the 
Pacific and cooperation between countries of that 
region, Orzechowski said that developments in that 
region affect peace and security all over the world. 
Poland notes with satisfaction both the Soviet proposals 
voiced by Mikhail Gorbachev and initiatives undertaken 
by Mongolia, for instance, on non-use of force in inter- 
state relations. Orzechowski pointed to the essential 
significance of rapprochement of stands of the Soviet 
Union, China, and other socialist states on peace and 
security. 
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The Jaruzelski Plan—he said—was granted support of 
socialist states, including Mongolia, and was received 
with interest by Western states. We hope, he added, that 
this plan will become one of the elements of disarma- 
ment negotiations. 


Art Workers Association Elects New Board 
OW'270617 Ulaanbaatar MONTSAME in Russian 
1500 GMT 19 Nov 87 


{Text} Ulaanbaatar, 19 Nov (MONTSAME)—The Third 
Congress of the Mongolian Association of Art Workers 
has ended here. 


B. Sumyaa, MPR minister of culture, spoke at the 
congress. He noted the important role of the union's 
activity, which promotes the successful solution of the 
tasks of developing the country’s culture and arts, pro- 
posed by the 19th MPRP Congress. The MPR Ministry 
of Culture, together with the Mongolian Association of 
Art Workers, since the time of the party congress [pas- 
sage indistinct] of the association is the intensification of 
artistic activity in all forms. 


A plenary session of the new association’s committee, 
elected by the congress, was held. D. Jargalsayhan was 
elected the new chairman of the Association Committee; 
[passage indistinct]. 


North Korea 


Report on MAC Security Officer's Protest 
SK260205 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2300 GMT 25 Nov 87 


[Text] An on-the-spot meeting of the MAC security 
officers was held on 25 November in the joint security 
area in Panmunjom at our side’s proposal. 


Our side protested against the enemy for blatantly vio- 
lating the Armistice Agreement and the agreement 
between the two sides and for continually committing 
such provocations and acts of violation as turning a 
searchlight on our side and introducing automatic weap- 
ons into the joint security area. Our side then called the 
enemy side to account for them at the meeting. 


According to the statement of our security officer, the 
U.S. imperialist aggression Army soldiers committed the 
provocative act of turning a searchlight on our side’s 
posts in the joint security area from a post situated on 
the hill northwest of the MAC conference room at 
around 0210 and 0220 on 25 November. 


Such provocative acts had also been committed at 
around 0100 on the night of 23 November and at around 
1755 and 1955 on 24 November. 
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The security officer of our side, saying that the provoc- 
ative acts committed by the U.S. imperialist aggressiive 
Army soldiers obstruct our security personnel from car- 
rying out their routine duty and stir their emotion, noted 
that such provocative acts aggravate tension in the joint 
security area and could lead to unexpected clashes. He 
then strongly demanded that the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sive Army soldiers immediately stop such provocative 
acts in the joint security area. As their crimes were 
disclosed, the enemy maneuvered to escape their respon- 
sibility for the provocative acts at any cost. 


After rebutting the enemy’s unfair excuses by citing 
examples, the security «fficer of our side said: At the 
meeting of security ofi:cers held some time ago, we 
lodged a protest with the enemy against the fact that the 
enemy’s provocations and violations had become more 
frequent and demanded that the enemy take responsible 
steps. Upon this, the enemy side said that they would 
investigate. However, the provocative incidents that 
have continued from that time on show that the enemy 
side has taken no steps, although they paid lipservice to 
an investigation. 


For this reason the U.S. imperialist aggressive Army 
soldiers have continued such criminal acts as introduc- 
ing automatic weapons into the joint security area, 
leveling guns at our personnel, and introducing many 
more armed personnel than the designated number. 


In reality, a U.S. imperialist aggressive Army soldier who 
was on duty at a post west of the MAC conference room 
committed the provocative act of making a obscene 
gesture toward our security personnel at around 1348 
right before this meeting. 


The security officer of our side, noting that such provo- 
cations and violations committed my the enemy num- 
bered over 40 in November alone, said that this not only 
hinders taking measures designed to ease tension in the 
joint security area, but it also is an act that goes directly 
against it. 


In conclusion, the security officer of our side, saying that 
the enemy side will gain nothing from such provocations, 
stressed that if an unexpected incident occurs in the joint 
security area because of such provocations, it will be the 
side of U.S.imperialist aggressive army that will be held 
entirely responsible for it. 


Castro Favors Co-Hosting of Olympics 
SK260515 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0506 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Havana November 24 (KCNA)—Comrade Fidel 
Castro, first secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Cuba, president of the Council of 
State and President of the Council of Ministers, at a 
world students conference held in Havana. answered 
questions put by foreign youth and student delegates on 
November 22. 
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In his answers to questions raised by the delegation of 
the Korean students committee he supported the 
DPRK’s stand toward the 1988 Olympics and the 123th 
World Festival of Youth and Students. 


Referring first to the problem of Olympic co-sponsor- 
ship, he said: 


Always clear is our stand toward the Olympic co-hosting. 
It is just and will be realized without fail. 


We will continue defending the banner of Olympic 
co-hosting. 


I think it is natural that the youth and student delegates 
present here should support the efforts of the Korean 
people for Olympic co-hosting. 


Confrontation between the dictatorial force and the 
democratic force is growing strong in South Korea at 
present with the “elections” in the offing. 


If a democratic regime is established in South Korea, | 
think, a favorable phase would be opened up for Olym- 
pic co-hosting. 


We have never shrinked from the struggle for olympic 
co-hosting. 


We will continue to strive for co-sponsorship. 
He went on to say: 


As for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students, 
the Pyongyang festival will be a complete success. 


I think it is very just you initiated the sponsorship of the 
festival. Because no other country in the world will be 
able to prepare better for such function than Korea. 
There will be no people and youth so well organized and 
disciplined as yours. 


Last year I visited the DPRK. The impressions I had got 
at that time are still fresh in my memory. 


Unforgettable indeed are the organization, discipline, 
ability, passion and exuberant welcome functions of the 
Korean people. 


I consider that youth and students of the world will 
cherish uneffaceable impressions when back home after 
visiting Korea and attending the festival. 


I saw with my own eyes how wonderfully Korea, a once 
war-ruined debris, has been built up. 


Of course, the imperialist and other reactionary forces 
may scheme to foil the festival by all methods including 
mass media under their control. However, they will be 
unable to attain their aim. 
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| am sure that the forthcoming festival will be a grand 
one to be held in a very important historical period. 


Protocol Signed in Pyongyang With Poland 
SK271042 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1035 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 27 (KCNA)—A protocol 
on the mutual delivery of commodities and payments 
between the Governments of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and the Polish People’s Republic for 
1988 was signed here today. 


Present at the signing ceremony on our side were Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Trade Song Hui-chol and other 
personages concerned and on the opposite side were the 
members of the Polish Government trade delegation 
headed by Helmut Floeth, vice-minister of external 
economic cooperation, and Polish ambassador to Korea 
Mieczyslaw Dedo. 


Vietnam’s Vo Chi Cong Supports Reunification 
SK271024 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1017 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 27 (KCNA)—Vo Chi 
Cong, president of the state council of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam, when he met Korean ambassador 
Kim Chong-song on November 23 expressed support to 
the proposals of the Korean people for national reunifi- 
cation. 


Referring to the friendly relations between the two 
countries, he said that the Vietnamese party, govern- 
ment and people wholly supported the proposals 
advanced by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song for 
the reunification of the country. 


Vietnam will firmly support as ever the Korean people’s 
struggle for the independent and peaceful reunification 
of the country and will have no relations with the South 
Korean puppets, he stated. 


U.S. Urged To Accept Nicaraguan Proposals 
SK270529 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0458 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 27 (KCNA)—Nodong Sin- 
mun Friday stresses that the United States should imme- 
diately accept fair and peaceloving proposals put for- 
ward by the Nicaraguan Government. 


Recalling that the Nicaraguan Government proposed to 
hold direct negotiation with the United States and indi- 
rect negotiation with contras, decided to lift the state of 
emergency declared in 1982 and grant amnesty to polit- 
ical prisoners and announced I|1-point ceasefire pro- 
gramme, the paper says in a signed commentary: 
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This is an expression of honest-minded and sincere 
efforts of the Nicaraguan government to solve the Cen- 
tral American problem in a peaceful way by implement- 
ing the peace agreement adopted at a summit conference 
of five Central American countries. It accords with the 
desire of the Central and Latin American peoples and 
peace-loving people of the world. 


But the peaceful efforts of the Nicaraguan government 
and people have not yet yielded any fruition entirely 
because of the vicious obstructive acts of the U:S. 
imperialists. 


The United States is to blame for making the Central 
American problem so complicated and strained as today. 


Now the United States has not responded to the reason- 
able and just proposals of Nicaragua, raising the unjust 
demands. 


The U.S. imperialists have encouraged the contras ban- 
dits in the anti-Nicaragua manoeuvres, supplying them 
with more lethal weapons. 


All facts show that the United States has no intention at 
all to peacefully solve the Ceniral American problem and 
recklessly tries to restore its old position in this region at 
any cost. 


The U.S. imperialists moves are an undisguised chal- 
lenge to the Latin American people and the world 
progressive people desirous of peace and security in 
Central America. 


If the United States continues running toward aggression 
and intervention, turning its face away from the peace 
proposals of Nicaragua, it would face greater denuncia- 
tion and rejection. 


U.S. Survey Termed ‘Interference’ in Election 
SK271028 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1021 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 27 (KCNA)—The U.S. 
imperialists openly revealed their criminal attempt to 
interfere in the “elections” and extend the fascist mili- 
tary dictatorship in South Korea. 


According to a Kyodo press report from New York, 
“Frost and Sarivan,” a U.S. survey organ, on November 
23 spread “foreseen data” on the “confirmed rate of 
votes won” regarding the imminent “presidential elec- 
tions” in South Korea, noisily advertising a possibility 
that if No Tae-u loses the “elections,”’ the military may 
Stage a “coup.” 
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This is an undisguised threat to the South Korean voters 
who desire democratization of society and establishment 
of a democratic government. It is a sort of black psycho- 
logical warfare of the U.S. imperialists to back the traitor 
No Tae-u by all means and thus extend the present 
military fascist dictatorial system for an indefinite 
period. 


The U.S. imperialists are trying to strike the South 
Korean people with panic through a thorny psychologi- 
cal warfare of a black organ for fabricating public opin- 
ion and thus bring them to give up the demand for 
democracy and submit to the military blackguards’ 
scheme to extend the military dictatorship. 


Appeal Sent To Overthrow South ‘Dictatorship’ 
SK271035 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1025 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 27 (KCNA) —The Central 
Committee of the South Korean National Democratic 
Front (Hanminjon) on November 19 sent an open letter 
to the entire South Korean voters with the “presidential 
elections” in the offing and called upon them to “‘over- 
throw the military dictatorship and establish a demo- 
cratic regime,” according to radio “Voice of National 
Salvation.” 


Noting that the December “presidential elections” are 
judgement of democracy or military dictatorship and 
that the voters are judges, the letter stressed that the 
upcoming showdown is a decisive battle directly linked 
with the fate of the people and related to the future of the 
nation. 


If the military dictatorship is to be ended and democracy 
be brought forth at a critical juncture today when the fate 
of the country and the future of the nation are deter- 
mined, it is necessary, first of all, to smash No Tae-u’s 
seizure of power and concentrate efforts on this, it says, 
and goes on: 


If we voters fail to keep No Tae-u from coming to power, 
this land cannot but remain a lightless prison, a slaugh- 
ter-house of the nation and a permanent colony and 
market-place of the United States, and the Korean 
peninsula cannot but turn into a place for an East-West 
showdown and a testing ground for nuclear war and 
cannot but remain divided into two nations and “two 
States” for ever. 


To be safe from the creeping national calamities and 
national disasters, it is imperative to thwart No Tae-u’s 
seizure of power and expel the military dictatorship for 
good. 


All those who are oriented toward democracy and patri- 
otism should never vote for No Tae-u, but turn No’s 
“campaign” polling stations into places for judgement of 
No and this land into a ground for the fall of No. 
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The letter stressed the need for the people to go all out to 
oust the present fascist “cabinet,” the “election manage- 
ment cabinet” of the “Democratic Justice Party,”’ to 
begin with, and form a national neutral cabinet. 


Noting that democracy necessitates the frustration of the 
U.S. political interference, the letter exposed that the 
United States talks about “democratic politics’ before 
the people, but, in actuality, is backing the military 
dictators to seize power, and seemingly claims a “peace- 
ful transfer of power”, but is whetting the sword of 
‘military coup” to be drawn in case of emergency behind 
the scene. 


The letter said all parties, groupings and voters of broad 
strata who oppose fascism should daringly fight against 
No Tae-u in concert and succeed in choosing a single 
candidate out of patriotism. 


It stressed: 


All the voters who aspire after democracy should vote 
against No Tae-u and vote for one democratic figure. 


Let all of us rise in the national salvation struggle to 
smash No Tae-u’s seizure of power and establish a 
democratic regime. 


Paper on Bringing DJP’s ‘Swindles’ To Light 
SK260603 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0537 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 26 (KCNA)}—The Chon 
Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group is going to force “elections” at 
the point of bayonet against the will of the masses and 
practising irregularities and fraud. These are not 
elections. 


In a signed commentary Nodong Sinmun today says this, 
bringing to light the swindles of the “Democratic Justice 
Party” gangsters to rig the traitor No Tae-u's “victory” in 
the ‘‘presidential elections” 


The paper goes on: 


The puppet administration and the “DJP” sent a “‘guide- 
line for obtaining votes for the ruling party’ and are 
mobilizing public officials and office chiefs to charity 
offensive to bribe voters and giving remunerations to 
those admitted to the party through the “movement for 
doubling party membership” among voters. 


“Election” funds from the national treasury reach the 
astronomical figures of 1-2 trillion won. 


In accordance with the instructions of the puppet author- 
ities the puppet army is ordered to vote for No Tae-u. 
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This fraudulence reveals once again the brigandish 
nature and political imposture of the Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u group. This also shows the present Kim Chong-yol 
“cabinet” wearing the veil of “neutrality” is no more 
than a tool to extend the military fascist dictatorship, not 
to manage fair elections. 


For democratic politics and fair elections in South 
Korea, the fascist “regime” of the Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u group should be dissolved and a national neutral 
cabinet represented by all strata of people be formed. 


View of No’s Propaganda 
SK270533 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0503 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 27 (KCNA)—Nodong Sin- 
mun today comments on the traitor No Tae-u’s propa- 
ganda that he would realise “democracy in stability” and 
if the opposition comes to power it would lead to “social 
confusion”. 


His advertisement about the injustice of the opposition 
coming to power betrays his true intention to seize power 
and extend the military dictatorship, says the paper in a 
signed commentary. 


The paper goes on: 


It is preposterous for the traitor to have gibbered as if 
some others were to blame for social disorder in South 
Korea. It is the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group who 
tramples down the people’s demand for democratiza- 
tion, enforces the fascist dictatorship and brandishes 
bayonets to cause social confusion. 


Even at a “campaign rally” the traitor No Tae-u prattled 
that if he takes power he would “completely” eradicate 
“leftist pro-communist forces”. This means that he will 
stamp out by force all the forces demanding democracy 
in South Korea. 


In order to prevent the extension of the military dicta- 
torship, the South Korean people should force military 
gangster No Tae-u out of the “presidential race” and 
carry on direct presidential elections devoid of the 
traitor No Tae-u. 


Report on 1987 Economic Advancements 
SK261016 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1011 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


(“Economic Briefs’°—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang November 26 (KCNA)—The “April 
15 technical innovation shock brigades” at industrial 
establishments of Korea have brought into play more 
than 44,000 technical innovation proposals in the first 
ten and a little more months of this year. 
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Thus they greatly contributed to the chuche-orientation, 
modernization and scientization of the national econ- 
omy and helped save a large amount of raw materials 
and fuel (mcluding 350 million kwh of electricity, 46,000 
tons of steel, 122,000 tons of cement, and 30,000 cubic 
metres of timber. 


Many units including the Yonpung Youth Coal Mine, 
Kangson Rolling Mill, Sonchon Mine and Changjagang 
Power Station have finished the yearly quotas ahead of 
schedule. 


The Yonpung Youth Coal Mine produced upwards of 
263,000 more tons of coal during the plan period than 
the like period last year. 


The Sunchon Slate Plant overfulfilled as of the end of 
October the two year assignments of the third seven-year 
plan. 


The output value per head of the employees of the plant 
rose 2.3 times as against last year. 


The Hadang Chicken Farm, one of the egg producers in 
the capital, is daily producing these days over 27,500 
eggs more than in the corresponding period of last year. 


Collectivism Viewed as ‘Soul’ of Socialism 
SK261027 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1019 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Pyongyang November 26 (KCNA)}—Nodong Sin- 
mun today runs an article by Dr. Yi Nung-hun entitled 
“Collectivism is Life and Soul of Socialism”. 


The article says: 


Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il advanced new theories of 
correlation between socialism and collectivism in many 
works. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il, member of the presidium of the 
political bureau, and secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said: 


“We can say that the life and soul of socialism is 
collectivism on all accounts”. 


That collectivism is the life and soul of socialism means 
a basic factor defining the existence and development of 
the socialist system. The existence and development of 
Our society as a socialist system depends on whether the 
collectivist principle is applied in the management of 
socialist society or not. 


Only when our society is managed by a collectivist 
method, can it remain vital as a socialist system. But 
when it is managed by an individualistic method, it may 
lose vitality as a socialist system. Apart from collectivism 
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we can neither talk about the development of the social- 
ist system nor think of its existence. Herein lies an 
essential meaning of the formulation that collectivism is 
the life and soul of socialism. 


This theory propounded by dear Comrade Kim Chong-il 
is a scientific principle based on a profound exposition 
of the fundamental characteristics of the socialist 
system. 


The theory can be explained by the fact that socialist 
system is a social system based on the public ownership 
of the means of production, a social system where all 
members of society form a socio-political organism and 
a social system making progress based on the comradely 
unity and cooperation among the people. 


By propounding this theory of chuche Comrade Kim 
Chong-il made a distinguished feat contributing to the 
cause of socialism and communism. 


This theory helped explain more profoundly the charac- 
teristics and feature of the socialist system and law of its 
development and systematize from a new angle the 
theory on building socialism and communism based on 
collectivism. 


Thanks to this theory, the working class and popular 
masses have come to have a powerful ideological and 
theoretical weapon for firmly defending the socialist 
system from the attack of the imperialists and their 
stooges, fully displaying its vitality and attraction and 
successfully accomplishing the cause of socialism and 
communism. 


Dialogue Stresses Unity in Mass Struggle 
SK270249 Pyongyang International Service 
in Korean to South Korea 0900 GMT 19 Nov 87 


[Dialogue between station reporters Chong Song-kang 
and Kim Myong-song on the “Hour for South Korean 
Youths and Students” program: “Unity Is a Source of 
Invincible Might in the Mass Struggle’’] 


[Text] [First speaker] How are you? 
[Second speaker] How are you? 


[First speaker] As you know, the Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u ring is kicking up fascist rackets to block the 
struggle of the South Korean youths, students, and 
people for democratization and prolong the fascist and 
dictatorial rule. The Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u ring is 
intensifying the suppression of the patriotic youths, 
students, and people, who seek independence, democra- 
cy, and reunification, by mobilizing all public power. It 
is arresting and punishing those who object to the 
reassumption of power by the military dictatorship by 
branding them as leftist and procommunist forces. Also, 
it regards the 10-million signature campaign for forming 
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a pannational neutral cabinet as an object of sword- 
wielding maneuvers. This clearly shows that the Chon 
Tu-hwan-No Tae-u ring is trying to prolong the military 
and fascist rule by reducing South Korea to a site for 
suppression and by pushing ahead with the so-called 
election. 


[Second speaker] That is right. | think that the South 
Korean youths, students, and people are placed at the 
crossroads of whether they will connect the direct elec- 
tion system, which they obtained with blood, with the 
establishment of a democratic regime or whether they 
will have the fruit of their struggle made trifling by the 
military hooligans and continue the fascist and slavish 
life. This grim reality demands that the South Korean 
patriotic democratic forces, who oppose dictatorship 
and seek democratization, turn out for the struggle to 
smash the scheme of the fascist clique for reassuming 
power and to achieve genuine democratization in firm 
unity as one under the banner of independence, democ- 
racy, and reunification. 


[First speaker] That is right. 


[Second speaker] The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
has taught: The South Korean people of all walks of life 
should wage a joint mass struggle with united strength to 
obtain political freedom and rights. As you know, unity 
and an organizational spirit are one of the basic condi- 
tions for guaranteeing victory in a mass struggle. How- 
ever just a struggle it may be, an individual and dis- 
persed struggle cannot escape failure and frustration in 
the teeth of the enemy’s suppression. I think that only 
when the fighting ranks of the masses are united as 
possible, a mass struggle can be developed into an 
effective and organizational mass struggle and the 
masses can deal a heavier blow to the wretches with 
united strength. 


Historically, fascist dictators have never abdicated their 
power of their own will nor have they presented democ- 
racy to people even in death. Only through the struggle 
against fascist dictatorship can the popular masses 
obtain their democratic rights and freedom. 


[First speaker] Unity is the only weapon with which the 
South Korean youths, students, and people. who have 
nothing but their bare hands, can win victory in their 
confrontation with the colonial and fascist forces. I think 
that struggle means unity and unity is the life of the 
popular masses and a source of their invincible might. 
Whether the South Korean youths, soudents, and people 
will defeat the aggressive forces and the fascist treacher- 
ous forces and achieve a new independent and demo- 
cratic society is precisely determined by whether they 
achieve unity or not. This is clearly confirmed by the 
experience in the past movement of the South Korean 
youths and students which has gone through twists and 
turns. 
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[Second speaker] That is correct. That is proven well by 
the experiences in and lessons from the 19 April popular 
uprising, the 24 March struggle, and the 3 June struggle 
in the sixties, the October democratic resistance in 1979, 
the heroic Kwangju popular uprising in 1980, and the 
June popular resistance this year. 


Through the June popular resistance, the South Korean 
youths, students, and people came to possess a firmer 
faith that when all anti-U.S. and antifascist forces for 
democratization fight in unity as one, they are able to 
smash the colonial and fascist rule of the U.S. imperial- 
ists and their lackeys and to realize their aspirations for 
independence, democracy, and reunification. 


Most fearful of united strength, the Chon Tu-hwan-No 
Tae-u ring is more maliciously perpetrating ruthless 
fascist suppression and maneuvers for crafty appease- 
ment and deception to prevent the fighting ranks of the 
South Korean youths and students from being organized. 


[First speaker] That is correct. As you know, suppression 
and appeasement are the main ruling tactic of those 
fascist dictators who turn their backs on the people. 
While bestially repressing the patriotic advance of the 
youths, students, and people who oppose dictatorship 
and seek democratization by branding it a so-called 
leftist and procommunist act, puppets Chon Tu-hwan 
and No Tae-u are appeasing and deceiving the people, 
pretending to present democracy to them. 


Proceeding from this reality, the South Korean youths, 
students, and people should deeply recognize that even 
though they differ in living standards, the amount of 
property, assertions, and religions, they must unite as 
one to attain victory in the anti-U.S. and antidictatorial 
struggle for democratioation. United, the popular masses 
will win victory; divided, they will be defeated. Uphold- 
ing the slogan: United, we stand; divided, we fall, the 
patriotic South Korean youths, students, and people are 
again forming fighting (?ranks) by mixing a legal struggle 
with many kinds of illegal forms and methods of fight- 
ing. Also, they are expanding and developing their fight- 
ing ranks into a South Korea-wide youth and student 
movement organization. 


[Second speaker] That is true. As has already been 
reported, the National Confederation of University Stu- 
dent Representatives, a pan-South Korean university 
organization, was formed on 19 August. This is a good 
example. In addition, the joint council of youths and 
students for achieving democracy was formed in Seoul 
on 25 October. The anti-U.S. and antifascist struggle of 
the South Korean youths and students is being devel- 
oped on a South Korea-wide scale and in a more orga- 
nized manner by these organizations. 


[First speaker] That is right. At the same time, the South 
Korean youths and students are powerfully staging a 
joint struggle of solidarity with the people of all walks of 
life. including workers and peasants, while organizing 
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their fighting ranks at a higher level. The Chon Tu-hwan- 
No Tae-u ring is viciously maneuvering to block the 
united struggle of the South Korean youths, students, 
and people. However, no one can bar the boundless 
strengthe of the South Korean youths, students, and 
people who have recognized their duty as the main forces 
of history and are staunchly fighting in unity as one. 
With the people of all walks of life, the South Korean 
youths and students will powerfully stage the struggle 
with organized and united strength to eradicate the 
colonial and fascist rule of the U.S. imperialist aggressors 
and the Chon Tu-hwan-No Tae-u puppet clique, a group 
of their lackeys, thereby further expediting indepen- 
dence, democracy, and reunification. 


South Korea 


Police Investigate Visits by Red Army Members 
SK270602 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
27 Nov 87 p Il 


[Text] Police have disclosed that five to six members of 
the Japanese Red Army faction have entered South 
Korea with tourist and other visas since last year. They 
believe that some of the key Red Army faction members 
may have established a sironghold in the cuuntry before 
the arrest of Maruoka. 


A police officer concerned said, “Since the Red Army 
faction members who have entered the country since last 
year were in a legitimate status, we only kept watch on 
them, but no noteworthy behavior was observed.” He 
added, “‘However, it is possible that key leaders of the 
Red Army faction including Maruoka, who was recently 
arrested in Japan, have already visited South Korea 
using forged passports and other means.” 


The police have also obtained information that Shige- 
nobu, boss of the Red Army faction, was recently in 
contact with the Soviet Union in the Middle East. 
Believing it highly possible that the Red Army faction 
has a certain system of cooperation established with 
North Korea through the Soviet Union, the police are 
now intensively investigating this aspect through resi- 
dent officials in the field. 


Police Put on Alert 
SK260305 Seoul YONHAP in English 0303 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Seoul, Nov. 26 (YONHAP)—Apparently startled 
with the recent arrest by Japanese police of a Japanese 
Red Army leader who had booked an air ticket for Seoul, 
the South Korean National Police Thursday set out to 
Strengthen security measures at airports and harbors 
across the country. 


South Korean police officials said they fear the possibil- 
ity that members of the ultra-leftist Japanese Red Army 
and other international terrorists may covertly enter 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


South Korea in an effort to collect information on the 
South Korean presidential election slated for Dec. 16 
and next year’s Seoul Summer Olympics. 


They added that the terrorists may try to take advantage 
of the two major events to achieve their particular goals. 


The Korean National Police headquarters instructed its 
Tokyo-based officials to seek cooperation with the Jap- 
anese police and collect all available information con- 
cerning Osamu Maruoka, 37, the number two man of the 
Japanese Red Army who was arrested Saturday, and his 
alleged intention to visit South Korea. 


Maruoka, who was arrested upon arrival in Japan from 
Hong Kong using a false passport, was reported to have 
booked an air ticket for Seoul from Osaka for Dec. 7. 


Maruoka is suspected of having been involved in a series 
of terrorist operations, including the hijacking of a Japan 
Air Lines flight over India in 1977, another JAL hijack- 
ing near Amsterdam in 1974 and the 1974 seizure of the 
French Embassy in The Hague. 


Terrorists May Disrupt Election 
SK260747 Seoul YONHAP in English 0737 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Seoul, Nov. 26 (YONHAP)—The real motive mf 
a Japanese terrorist arrested in Tokyo while carrying a 
Seoul-bound plane ticket was possibly to disrupt the 
Dec. 16 Korean presidential election rather than next 
year’s Seoul Summer Olympic games, it was learned 
Thursday. 


It is highly possible that the Japanese terrorist might 
have seen the upcoming presidential election in Korea as 
the best opportunity to bargain for the release of four 
Red Army members imprisoned in Japan, the Korean 
Embassy in Japan reported to the Foreign Ministry. 


Such a prediction was based on the fact that Osamu 
Maruoka, a leader of the Japanese Red Army arrested in 
Tokyo over the weekend, was carrying a reserved ticket 
at the time of his arrest for a flight to Seoul on Dec. 7, the 
report quoted Japanese public prosecution authorities as 
Saying. 


The report also said that the Japanese authorities have 
promised to inform the Korean Government of the 
results of their investigation of Maruoka, although his 
exact intention for flying to Seoul has not been disclosed 
because the suspected Japanese terrorist is remaining 
silent. 


FBIS-EAS-87-228 
27 November 1987 


Samaranch Reiterates Olympics Offer to DPRK 
HK270638 Hong Kong AFP in English 0629 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Manila, Nov 27 (AFP)}—International Olympic 
Committee [IOC] head Juan Samaranch Friday reiter- 
ated here that an offer had been made to North Korea to 
host some events of the 1988 Seoul Olympics. 


Seoul is offering to let Pyongyang host archery, table 
tennis, women’s volleyball and some football and cycling 
events, Mr. Samaranch said at a press conference. 


Mr. Samaranch said he had passed on the offer, with the 
approval of South Korea, to the head of the North 
Korean National Olympic Committee last week in China 
and was asked to wait until the end of the year for an 
answer. 


North Korea has threatened to lead a boycott of com- 
munist nations if it is not aiiowed to co-host next year’s 
Olympics. 


Mr. Samaranch said the communist countries had until 
January 17 to confirm their attendance. 


He minimised the threat of “terrorist problems” during 
the Olympics, saying the South Korean government “can 
deal very finely with terrorist problems” and citing the 
successful Asian games held in Seoul last year. 


North-South Team ‘Impossible’ 
SK270213 Seoul YONHAP in English 0205 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Mokp, Korea, Nov. 27 (YONHAP)}—The presi- 
dent of the South Korean Olympic Committee (KOC) 
said the formation of a joint team between South and 
North Korea for the 1988 Seoul Olympics is impossible 
in view of the short period of time left before the games 


begin. 


Because there are only 300 days to go vefore the opening 
of the Olympics, it is too late to form a single inter- 
Korean team, Kim Chong-ha, the KOC president, said. 


He added that South Korea will provide a North Korean 
team with all conveniences if a North Korean team 
participates in the Olympics. 


His remarks were made here Thursday in an address at a 
symposium on improving the operation of South Korea’s 
national games. 


North Korea has not clarified whether it will participate 
in the Seoul Olympics but it has proposed the formation 
of a single Korean team. 
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Kim said that South Korea can accept North Korea’s 
proposal for talks concerning the Seoul Olympics if the 
North accepts the International Olympic Committee's 
proposal for allowing Pyongyang to hold part or all of 
five Olympic events. 


Kim criticized North Korea for not accepting the IOC 
proposal and for suggesting a virtually impossible pro- 
posal for the formation of a joint inter-Korean team. 


Kim said that North Korea will be allowed to use its 
official tithe, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
and bring its national flag when it participates in the 
Olympics under its own designation because North 
Korea is also a member of the IOC. 


Kim said further that South Korea is willing to hoist North 
Korea’s national flag and play its national anthem when 
North Korean athletes win medals in the Olympics. 


He said that South Korea’s belated suggestion for a joint 
team is designed to avert international criticism for the 
failure of the South-North Korean sports talks. 


He said he was confident that many socialist countries 
will submit applications before the Jan. 17, 1988, dead- 
line. 


Paper Says Three Front-Runners Evenly Matched 
SK270236 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
26 Nov 87 p 1 


[Excerpt] As of 26 November, or 20 days before the 16 
December presidential election, the election campaigns 
have reached their peak, an important phase, while four 
candidates from four parties—No Tae-u of the DJP, 
Kim Yong-sam of the RDP, Kim Tae-chung of the Party 
for Peace and Democracy [PPD] and Kim Chong-pil of 
the New Democratic Republican Party [NDRP]—are 
hotly contesting for the lead. 


In the election campaign, which showed the appearance 
of a quadripartite battle from the beginning, as time 
went by the leading group has become compressed to 
three candidates—No Tae-u, Kim Yong-sam, and Kim 
Tae-chung. The three are believed to be evenly matched 
with one another. 


According to a comprehensive analysis of statistical data 
provided by political observers, election campaign head- 
quarters of each party and professional opinion survey 
serices, at the end of the 10th day, the first round of the 
election campaign, the margin in the support rate 
between first place and second stands at 5% at the 
maximum and 2.5% at the minimum. Calculated in 
terms of the total number of eligible voters across the 
nation (25.87 million) this amounts to a maximum of 1.2 
million votes and a minimum of 630,000 votes. 
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The margin in the support rate between the runner-up 
and third place is known to be a scant 1-2%. In the 
number of ballots, this is a difference of between 250,000 
and 500,000. 


The analysis shows that at present, the front-runner 
enjoys the support of approximately 30% of voters across 
the nation. In this case, the runner-up is estimated to 
have the backing of 25 to 27.5% and third place 23 to 
26%. 


This means that among the three candidates in the lead, 
there is a margin of 7% (1.7 million votes) at the 
maximum and 3.5% (870,000 votes) at the minimum. It 
also means that, in the final analysis, the three candi- 
dates are carrying out a fr-. -for-all competition with one 
another within the average range of | million votes. 


Meanwhile, since so-called floating votes, winu have not 
yet picked the candidates of their choice, are estimated 
at about 30%, it can be said that the three in the leading 
group are fighting in confusion with margins as thin as a 
sheet of ice. [passage omitted] 


Under 35 Voters Polled on Election Issues 
SK260651 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
25 Nov 87 p 1 


[Text] Eligible voters under the age of 35, who will 
exercise their right to vote for the first time in the first 
direct presidential election in 16 years, consider ““democ- 
ratization and human rights” the most important policy 
issues. They also consider the “political line” of a 
candidate, rather than his party affiliation, an important 
factor in selecting the candidate of their choice. Such 
progressive inclinations were indicated in a Tong-a Ilbo 
opinion poll conducted on the evenings of 20 and 
21 November. 


In the telephone poll (conducted by a Korea University 
team led by Prof Hong Ki-son) of the eligible voters 
under 35, who account for 48% (a little more than 1.2 
million) of the total number of voters, 500 persons (228 
males and 272 females) who reside in Seoul were 
surveyed. 


In response to the question, ‘What do you think is the 
most important policy area that should be put into 
practice with the current election at the moment?” A 
total 66.9% of all respondents replied “democratization” 
and the “human rights” issues. 


Compared with “democratization,” the issues of “eco- 
nomic” and “security and unification” registered far 
lower, 16.2% and 15.1%, while “‘others” accounted for 
1.8%. 
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Subdividing this by 5-year age units, those between 20 
and 24 showed greatest interest in the ““iemocratization 
and human rights issues” (76.7%). Those in the 25-29 
bracket and the 30-35 bracket showed similar percent- 
ages, with 60.8% and 62.6% respectively, but far lower 
than the early 20's. 


However, concerning the “economic issue.” the 20-24 
bracket indicated 12%; the 25-29 stratum, 18.5%; and 
those above 30, 18.6%, showing that the older the voters, 
the more importance they attach to this issue as a policy 
area. 


In response to the question, “In choosing a presidential 
candidate, which factor do you most consider?” A total 
43.9%, the greatest percentage, said political lines and 
election pledges and 39.8%, which is not much less than 
the former, said “personality.“* However, party affilia- 
tions accounted for 11.6%, lower than expected; "I do 
not know, 3%: and others, 1.7%. 


Taking a look at this by age, the early 20’s attach more 
importance to “political lines or public pledges” (48.1%) 
than personality (38.4%), but the late 20’s and those 
above 30 considered the two factors almost equally. 


On the other hand, concerning the degree of preference 
toward “party affiliations,” the older the voters, the 
higher the percentage. The early 20’s showed7.4%, the 
late 20’s, 12.1%; and those above 30, 15.8%. 


To the question, “In evaluating the personality of a 
candidate, which factor do you think is most impor- 
tant?” A total 38.4% replied “temperament, including 
credibility” and 36.0% “ability and statesmanship”— 
with the two factors showing similar percentages. ‘‘Po- 
litical careers” accounted for 21.1%. 


‘Personal backgrounds,” asked about with reference to 
places of origin and school affinities as examples, occu- 
pies 1.4%, while 3.1% replied, “I have not thought about 
it.” 


The fact that regional ties and other “‘personal back- 
grounds” are unexpectedly so low is interpreted to mean 
that, while being actually swept away by undesirable 
“regional feelings,’ the respondents felt that revealing 
such inner thoughts of theirs would not be justified, nor 
would it be seemly to answer. 


In response to the question, “Do you have a candidate 
for whom you have decided to vote?” A total 70.9% of all 
the respondents said, “I have already made up my 
mind,” thus revealing that floating votes of the eligible 
voters in this age group amount to approximately 30%. 


The opinion poll was conducted through telephone inter- 
views with 500 eligible voters below the age of 35, 
selected systematically and unartificially from the Seoul 
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city telephone directory. Since the per-household tele- 
phone propagation rate in Seoul stands at 79%, it can be 
said that the poll has the limitation of middle-income 
propensities. 


No Criticizes Kim Yong-sam Security Remarks 
SK260234 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
26 Nov 87 p 2 


[By staff reporter Yun Kuk-han] 


[Text] Suwon—Ruling Democratic Justice Party presi- 
dential candidate No Tae-u yesterday said opposition 
candidates have “dangerous ideas” about national secu- 
rity. 


He took issue with recent remarks by opposition Reuni- 
fication Democratic Party presidential candidate Kim 
Yong-sam in particular, who said there is no danger of a 
North Korean attack against the south. 


“An opposition party candidate recently made re-klesl 
remarks on security issues. He does not care about 
security. His only concern is to win the election,” No 
said. 


The opposition candidate, No said, made the remarks 
because he is both ignorant of North Korean military 
tactics and strategies and uncommitted to national secu- 
rity. 


Seoul is within the range of North Korean missiles, he 
said. 


He denounced Kim for demanding all political prisoners 
except for those who admit they are Communists be 
released. 


No attacked opposition candidates’ security posture at a 
campaign rally in this provincial city about 40km south 
of Seoul. He held similar rally in Pyongtaek, Kyonggi-do, 
earlier in the day. 


He also accused opposition candidates of making cam- 
paign pledges that cannot be implemented. 


Chaos will follow if the presidential election is won by 
any of the opposition candidates who have “divided 
national opinions,”’ No said. 


If he is elected president, No said, he will create a council 
on the administration for metropolitan areas. 


The council will handle issues concerning transporta- 
tion, the protection of water resources and pollution. he 
said. 


[Seoul The Korea Times in English on 26 November on 
page 2 in a similar report adds: “In Suwon, a large 
portrait of No about 20 meters by 30 meters was gung 
beside the podium. 
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[Because there was information that students would 
attempt to foil the rally, the security for No looked 
tighter than ever before.”’] 


‘Attacks’ Kim  ong-sam 
SK270225 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
27 Nov 87 p 2 


[Article from the “Out and About” column: “Man To 
Beat”} 


[Text] DJP’s presidential candidate No Tae-u has 
recently been focusing his attacks on opposition con- 
tender Kim Yong-sam. 


In recent campaign rallies, No never forgot to criticize 
Kim as a man “ignorant of security issues and lacking in 
the necessary experience for national administration.” 


No’s such move raised speculation that he feels that Kim 
poses more serious challenge than another opposition 
leader, Kim Tae-chung. 


Some DJP officials denied the speculation, predicting 
that Kim Tae-chung will gain more votes than the other 
Kim. 


Campaigns on Cheju-do 
SK270305 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
27 Nov 87 p 2 


[Articie by Staff reporter Yun Kuk-han] 


[Text] Cheju—No Tae-u, presidential candidate of the 
ruling Democratic Justice Party, yesterday said a great 
upheaval would follow an opposition candidate’s victory 
in the upcoming election. 


Society would become chaotic with violent leftist forces 
rampaging, the DJP candidate said at his campaign 
rallies on this island. 


Under the government of an opposition party, No said, 
it may not be possible to hold the 1988 Seoul Olympics 
as scheduled. 


“I ask you to support me so that I can push for a leap 
forward in economic development, riding on the Seoul 
Olympics,” he said. 


If an opposition candidate is given a mandate to govern 
the nation, No said, his lack of skills in administration 
and management will probably scuttle the Olympics. 


“Only north Korean leader Kim Il-song would be happy 
about it,” he added. 


None of the opposition parties which have fanned 
national division can promote stability, he said. 
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No, who campaigned in Sogwipo and Cheju City, said he 
will develop Cheju-do into a tourist resort island of 
international fame if he is elected president. 


He said he will increase the number of international 
flights to and from the island. 


The purchase by the military of oranges. produced in this 
island, will be expanded to improve the diet of soldiers: 
No said, adding that it will guarantee an appropriate 
level of profits for farmers. 


[Seoul The Korea Times in English on 27 November on 
page 2 carries a similar article and adds: 


[An increased amount of tangerines will be purchased 
by the armed forces and processing plants will be 
installed here as part of ways to stabilize tangerine 
prices. This subtropical island is famous for quality 
fruits. 


{The Democratic Justice Party president vowed to put 
a curb on imports of fruits including tangerines and 
bananas. 


(“He disclosed that military-owned idle land would be 
sold to private hands to expedite development of this 
province.”} 


He said he is also considering financial support for 
fishermen who wish to buy new boats. 


While stressing “growth amid stability,” the ruling 
party’s candidate said, “If | am elected, I will make sure 
that per capita income will rise to $5,000 before my term 
of office ends.” 


Kim Yong-sam Stresses Security, Stability 
SK270311 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Nov 87 p2 


[Text] Uijongbu, Kyonggi-do—Reunification De:no- 
cratic Party presidential candidate Kim Yong-sam :arely 
emphasized strong security posture while barnstorming 
northern Kyonggi-do are in the front line yesterday. 


Stressing that national security would get tighter when 
the people value political systems of their country, he 
pointed out that democratic reforms are an indispens- 
able element for national defense. [Seoul The Korea 
Herald in English on 27 November on page 2 carries a 
similar article by staff reporter Yu Kon-ha and adds: 
“Stability on the peninsula could be achieved when we 
push steady inter-Korea dialogue, maintain cooperative 
relations with the United States on security and seek 
strengthened northern politics, said the candidate of the 
Reunification Democratic Party, to thousands of sup- 
porters.””] 
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He harshly criticized the ruling party nominee No Tae-u 
for “staging a coup by mobilizing troops of his frontline 
infantry division to Seoul neglecting his duty of defend- 
ing the country on Dec. 12, 1979. 


He demanded, “What would have happened, if North 
Korean leader Kim Il-song had exploited the chance?” 


“| hate a few politically-oriented officers and I love most 
pure soldiers.” 


A private bowed to him while his campaigning suite 
passed by a military outfit. 


An audience in Yonchon burst into laughs when a citizen 
shouted that it was Kyonggi-do and Kim admitted his 
mistake, when he had called the audience “Kangwon-do 
fellows” several times, taking the mountainous area for a 
Kangwon-do district. Kangwon-do is a province that has 
various mountain chains and military barracks. 


The participants gave a big applause as the opposition 
front-runner put forward a pledge to increase intercity 
traffic network and ease inconveniences of citizens in 
Seoul’s suburban cities. 


“Electric railroad systems will be extended to satellite 
cities and utility services will be enhanced,” he said. 


Referring to his diplomatic policy, Kim said, “We will 
pursue resumption of dialogues with North Koreans, 
better relationship with the United States and vigorous 
Nordpolitik,” the same line as that of the incumbent 
government. 


He will fly to Cheju to campaign in the island province 
today and march into Taegu, No’s hometown, tomor- 
row. 


Kim Tae-chung on ‘Corrupt Electioneering’ 
$4.260236 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Nov 87 p 2 


[Text] Presidential candidate Kim Tae-chung called on 
Christian leaders to keep a vigil against “corrupt elec- 
tioneering” by the government and the ruling camp. 


He made the plea in a meeting with Protestant clergymen 
over breakfast at the 100th Anniversary Memorial Hall 
of the Korean Christian Church yesterday. 


He claimed that ruling camp contender No Tae-u is 
spending one trillion won in the election but that he ts 
prevented from receiving voluntary donations from sup- 
porters. 


When asked if there is any chance of him or Kim 
Yong-sam withdrawing and supporting the other for the 
presidential candidacy, he said, “The prevention of 
corrupt electioneering is more important than the single 
candidacy issue.” 


FBIS-EAS-87-228 
27 November 1987 


Kim said that the election is “like a living thing™ and 
that nobody can be sure of how it will turn out. 


He, however, predicted that there will be a “bandwagon 
effect” inducing voters to rally behind a strong candi- 
date. 


“The next government will not be, therefore, a weak one 
to be set up with the support of only 30-40 percent of all 
voters,” he said. 


Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] 
is all-out to draw as many people as possible to the grand 
rally on Yoido Sunday. 


To focus energy on the Sunday gathering, Kim Tae- 
chung has decided to cancel his provincial tour Saturday. 


So far, he has been crisscrossing a province to cover four 
or five townships and citics in one day. 


The PPD will install about 800 amplifiers and speakers 
on Yoido Plaza so that as many as 3 million people can 
hear Kim’s speech without difficulty, said Rep. Yu 
Chun-sang, who is directing his stumping rallies. 


“The Sunday gathering will be a watershed that will 
bring Kim Tae-chung one step closer to a landslide 
victory,” Yu said with a note of firm confidence. 


Kim Chong-pil on Need for National Strength 
SK270339 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
27 Nov 87 p2 


[Text] Pohang-Kyongsan, Kyongsangpul-do—Kim 
Chong-pil, presidential candidate of the New Demo- 
cratic Republican Party, said yesterday that the long- 
cherished peaceful national unification would be possi- 
ble only when the nation gets stronger. 


In the stumping sessions in these cities, Kim warned that 
if the nation loses its strength it will face the fate of being 
communized by North Korea like Vietnam. 


He yesterday embarked on a five-day expedition to 
solicit votes in Kyongsang provinces, starting Kyongsan. 


K yongsangpuk-do is generally accepted as the fortress of 
ruling party nominee No Tae-u and Kyongsangnam-do 
as the power base of opposition candidate Kim Yong- 
sam. 


Kim Chong-pil plans to hold a large-scale campaign rally 
in Pusan, the second largest city in the nation, on 
Saturday. 


He drew a small number of audience, about 1.000 
people, in his stumping at Kyongsan yesterday in drizzle. 
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Unlike in other rallies, five buses full of riot policemen 
were seen around the campaign site in preparation for 
potential harrassment of the rally by protesters. 


After the rally in Kyongsan, Kim sped to Pohang, a 
southeastern port city to attend a similar barnstorming. 


Meanwhile, an aide to Kim revealed that Kim has some 
“secret weapons to explode” during the closing days of 
the campaign rallies. 


He hinted that Kim will divulge some intolerable “irreg- 
ularities” of the current government, saying that the 
effect will be enormous. 


Promises Rights Guarantees 
SK260220 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Nov 87 p 2 


[Text] Pupyong, Kyonggi-do—Kim Chong-pil of the 
New Democratic Republican Party promised to make 
stronger guarantees for human rights and freedom of the 
press. 


In a stumping rally in front of the Pupyong Railroad 
Station, he pledged that he will release and reinstate all 
persons, including workers, who were arrested for polit- 
ical reasons. 


“They were arrested for their call for democratization 
and for the guarantee of workers’ rights. Therefore they 
should be released and reinstated in their jobs regardless 
of their offenses and prison terms left.”” Kim said. 


He went on to say that human rights wwil be further 
ensured by doing away with the “arbitrary arrest” and 
house arrest of political dissenters. 


In order to prevent torture of criminal suspects, evidence 
obtained through torturing will lose its validity. The law 
requiring permission of government authorities for 
assembly and demonstration will be abolished, Kim 
Chong-pil said. 


As for the freedom of the press, Kim vowed to ensure the 
free establishment of mass media and their indepen- 
dence in operation. 


Kim said that the government's intervention in the 
production of programs for television and radio will be 
discontinued and TV viewing fees scrapped. 


He maintained that the past seven years was a period of 
high-handed ruling, oppression and violence. 
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Students Arrested for Pro-North Activities 
SK260054 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
26 Nov 87 p 3 


[Text] Seoul Sodaemun police yesterday arrested a group 
of five Yonsei University student activists to investigate 
charges that they have studied leftist-oriented ideologies. 


Police put two other Yonsei students on a wanted list on 
similar charges, said a police officer. 


The five facing arrest for violating the stiff National 
Security Law included one senior and four juniors. 


They are accused of having studied north Korean leader 
Kim Il-song’s “chuche” (self-reliance) ideology with 
blacklisted pro-north Korean books and printed material 
since last March. 


They are also charged with inciting fellow students to 
Stage a street demonstration in an attempt to scuttle a 
campaign rally held in Puchon, Kyonggi-do on Nov. 14 
by No Tae-u, presidential candidate of the ruling Dem- 
ocratic Justice Party. 


As evidence, police confiscated from them 41 pro-com- 
munist publications, including 25 blacklisted books, the 
police officer said. 


Defense Minister Warns on Campaign Remarks 
SK270928 Seoul YONHAP in English 0915 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Seoul, Nov. 27 (YONHAP)—With less than three 
weeks to go before South Korea’s first direct presidential 
election in 16 years, the country’s top defense official has 
warned that some of the recent remarks by opposition 
presidential candidates may directly affect the defense 
capabilities of the armed forces. 


Defense Minister Chong Ho-yong said in a speech before 
a meeting of top military commanders Friday that the 
efforts to view the armed forces from a negative stand- 
point and to alienate the armed forces from civilians 
under the pretext of ending the military rule could harm 
the morale and unity of the armed forces. 


Opposition candidates have charged No tae-u, presiden- 
tial candidate of the ruling Democratic Justice Party, of 
attempting to prolong military rule, holding him respon- 
sible for the 1979 military turmoil. They have also called 
for a ban on the further intervention of the military in 
politics. 


It is not desirable for the national security to make such 
irresponsible remarks that will degrade the honor and 
the morale of the armed forces, Chong said. 
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The former army general, however. ordered the top 
commanders to stay away from politics and maintain 
Strictly neutral attitudes in the coming presidential elec- 
tion as stipulated in the constitution and the service- 
men’s code of conduct. 


Chong directed the commanders to set up polling places, 
even if there is only a single voter in their camps, to 
guarantee flawless secret balloting. 


Commenting on another frequently discussed campaign 
issue—the operational control of the country’s armed 
forces—Chong said there has been a misunderstanding 
that the United States is monopolizing the operational 
control of the Korean Armed Forces while it has been 
operated jointly between the two countries. 


It will become possible in the middle of the 1990's to 
consider attaining the entire operational control because 
we will be able to deter a war by ourselves only when our 
defense capabilities reach more than 70 percent of the 
North’s, he said. 


Chong added, however, that it is not desirable for such 
an issue to be discussed at a vulnerable time for national 
security as before the election. 


Meanwhile, the top commanders of the armed forces 
were of the opinion that North Korea may launch 
provocative actions designed to obstruct the 1988 Seoul 
Olympic games while stepping up propaganda offensives 
aimed at creating social unrest in the south by taking 
advantage of labor disputes and student demonstrations. 


North Korea has been concentrating on a buildup of 
offensive military power by deploying a massive number 
of troops near the Demilitarized Zone and a number of 
anti-aircraft weapons, radars, and new tank models, 
according to the commanders. 


The commanders agreed to create an army intelligence 
battalion to establish an independent early warning 
system and to organize a task force to provide perfect 
security at the Olympic competition sites. 


Stresses Military’s Neutrality 
SK270318 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0200 GMT 27 Nov 87 


{Text] Defense Minister Chong Ho-yong stressed that 
individual secrecy should be completely ensured by 
installing voting stations even for single soldiers who 
serve in remote areas. And he said the forthcoming 
election should be a fair one through observation of 
political neutrality. 
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At the year-end meeting of the major military command- 
ers held at the main conference room of the Ministry of 
Defense this morning, Defense Minister Chong Ho-yong 
said this, analyzing the recent domestic and interna- 
tional situation and setting the direction of the defense 
policy for next year. 


At the meeting, Defense minister Chong Ho-yong 
emphasized that since an election is a basic right stipu- 
lated in the Constitution, each soldier should be allowed 
to freely vote for the candidate of his choice and that the 
military cannot support a particular figure and conduct a 
separate election campaign. 


Noting that despite the fact that the military operational 
control right is jointly exercised by Korea and the United 
States, there is a misunderstanding that the U.S. Army 
arbitrarily exercises the operational control right over 
the Korean Army because the U.S. Forces commander 
assumes the post of the Combined Korean-U.S. Forces 
commander, Minister Chong said that this issue will be 
worthy of being examined in the mid-nineties when our 
own combat capabilities will be more than 70% as strong 
as those of the puppet North and it is possible to deter 
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the outbreak of a war can be taken into consideration. 
He stressed that making this an issue of debate at a time 
when security is vulnerable prior to the election is not 
desirable. 


In addition, Minister Chong pointed out that there are 
great misgivings that a negative view of our military or a 
deliberate assertion designed to alienate the military and 
the government from the people under the pretext of 
putting an end to military rule can directly affect the 
combat capabilities of the Army by hampering the unity 
and morale of the men and officers of the Army who are 
devoting themselves to defending the nation. 


Assessing the direction of the puppet North’s southward 
operations, key military commanders judged that the 
puppet North, which views the current Korean situation 
as favorable for implementin its revolutionary strategy, 
is strengthening the drill of irregular combat units for 
southward infiltration and is likely to concentrate its 
efforts on hindering the Seoul Olympic games by perpe- 
trating such adventurous provocations as attacks, shoot- 
ing, and abductions in areas close to the front. Also, in 
their analysis they thought that if the opportunity was 
created, the North would not hesitate to perpetrate a full 
southward invasion. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


‘Stern Action’ Planned Against Swiss Fugitive 
BK241019 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 24 Nov 87 


[Text] The Malaysian Government will take stern action 
against Swiss fugitive Bruno Manser who has been 
declared a subversive element. The minister for Sarawak 
industrial development, Abang Johari Abang Openg, 
who said this, also warned of similar action against 
Organizations if there is evidence that they have helped 
Manser instigate the people against the authorities. 


Manser, aged 33, has been living illegally among the 
nomadic Penan tribe since his visa expired at the end of 
1984. He has allegedly incited the tribe to set up block- 
ades to stop logging activities. The minister was address- 
ing the Sarawak State Assembly in Kuching. 


High Court Dismisses Appeals by Detainees 
BK241009 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 24 Nov 87 


[Text] The Kuala Lumpur High Court today dismissed 
applications for a writ of habeas corpus seeking the 
release of eight people detained under the Internal Secu- 
rity Act, ISA, since 27 October last month. The submis- 
sion was heard by Chief Justice Tan Sri Abdul Hamid 
Omar. 


Mahathir Confirms No Cabinet Reshuffle 
BK260916 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Excerpt] Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed has said 
there will be no cabinet reshuffle. He told newsmen in 
Kuala Lumpur this morning that the deputy prime 
minister, Mr Ghafar Baba, will probably resume duties 
next year. He said Mr Ghafar has just undergone a major 
operation and needs a long rest to recover. Mr Ghafar 
has been given the option of taking as much leave as he 
requires and can resume duties when he wants. 


Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir also said that no acting prime 
minister will be appointed when he is in Manila for the 
ASEAN summit from the 1 4th to 16th of next month. He 
said he will only be away for about 4 days and will 
remain in constant touch. [passage omitted] 


VOMD Criticizes Mahathir’s Detention Action 
BK241031 (Clandestine) Voice of Malayan Democracy 
in Malay 1215 GMT 23 Nov 87 


[News commentary: “Mahathir Exposes His Cruelty”’] 
[Text] Mahathir who boasted that no one has ever been 


oppressed under his regime, revealed his cruelty and his 
true colors at the end of October, when he ordered the 
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arrest and detention of all those patriotic and democratic 
people who dare threaten his regime. From 23 October 
until 2 November, the Mahathir government used the 
Internal Security Act to arrest 93 persons from all levels 
throughout the country. 


On 28 October, he banned all public gatherings and 
rallies and revoked the licenses of a Malay-language daily 
Watan, a Chinese-language newspaper Sin Pin Jit Poh 
and another daily, an English-language tabloid The Star. 
He clearly enforced autocratic and dictatorial rule. 
Among those detained was the parliamentary leader of 
the opposition, Lim Kit Siang and another nine DAP 
{Democratic Action Party] members; two DAP legisla- 
tive councillors, PAS [Pan Malaysian Islamic Party] 
information leader; Kedah State PAS secretary; Aliran 
{Reform Movement] president; the chairman of the 
Federation Chinese School Teachers Union [UCSTA] 
and its deputy chairman; the director of the Information 
Center of the Chinese Community; the secretary of the 
Consumers Association of Penang; the Sarawak state 
representative of the Friends of the Environment; an 
Islamic religious teacher; a Christian church council 
member; a lecturer in the Agriculture University; engi- 
neers; lawyers; businessmen; bank clerks; vendors; land 
settlers; insurance salesmen; and so on. Among those 
named on the detention list included the MCA [Malay- 
sian Chinese Association] youth leader and his deputy; 
the Selangor State MCA youth leader, who is also a 
parliamentary member; a Gerakan Party parliamentary 
member, who is also a parliamentary secretary; an 
UMNO [United Malays National Organization] parlia- 
mentary member from Kelantan; another UMNO exec- 
utive councillor; and the TV 3 director. The arrests, 
which still continued until 12 November, netted 96 
persons. 


The big swoop launched by the Mahathir government, 
which gave the excuse as preventing the occurence of 
racial riots, came at a time when social organizations are 
increasingly aware of people’s urgent basic rights and 
interests and trying to defend them. There is not even 
one name among those listed of any UMNO fanatical 
leader who loudly voiced racial chauvinism and carried 
out racial policies. The victims of the so-called security 
action were people from the patriotic and democratic 
parties and social organizations who strongly opposed 
and criticized the way national funds were spent, corrupt 
practices, and certain government's actions considered 
to be antithetical to the national Constitution, and so on. 


Even though several Barisan Nasional members were 
among those arrested, this posed as a warning by the 
Mahathir clique to the other Barisan Nasional politi- 
cians who wish to retain their positions. 


Even before these arrests, the situation among the races 
in the country was already very tense. For example, a 
Malay Regiment trooper armed with an M-16 rifle at 
Chow Kit Road in Kuala Lumpur, after failing to set fire 
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to a gasoline station, fired on three pedestrians at mid- 
night on 18 October and killed them. The police imme- 
diately announced that the motive of the action was 
unclear and had nothing to do with any political and 
racial issues. This gave rise to the increasingly tense 
Situation in Kuala Lumpur. The people became increas- 
ingly worried about whether another bloody racial riot, 
similar to the 13 May 1969 incident, would recur. On 19 
November, numerous shops lowered their shutters. 
Housewives frantically rushed to purchase foodstuffs. 
Parents refused to allow their children to attend school. 
Only very much later were the city residents, who were 
completely distressed with the harrassing thought of 
having to undergo another frightful experience, relieved 
of such a thought. 


Who created this very tense and explosive situation 
among the races? Can the Mahathir clique shrug off their 
responsibilities as the major representative of the 
bureaucratic and comprador capitalists who practice 
racial discrimination in politics, economics, culture, 
literature, education, and religion as well? Can the races 
which had been discriminated against and unfairly 
treated be accused of being instigators of racial senti- 
ment when they demanded their rights as laid down in 
the national Constitution? 


Everyone knows that long before the commemoration of 
the 31 August National Day anniversary, Education 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, as wanted by Mahathir, had 
repeatedly brought up the issue of the possibility of the 
repetition of the bloody 13 May 1969 racial riots. Simul- 
taneously, under his directive, the Education Ministry 
did not fulfill its promise made in the 1986 general 
election manifesto that stated that the teaching of lan- 
guages of the other races will remain in those schools. A 
number of teachers who are not conversant with the 
Chinese language were then appointed to hold senior 
assistant positions in the Chinese-language medium ele- 
mentary schools. Because Anwar Ibrahim was reluctant 
to meet with the representatives of the Federation of 
Chinese Schoolteachers Union that had wanted to dis- 
cuss this matter, the Chinese community became suspi- 
cious and considered this action as one of the numerous 
Other important actions to be taken by the authorities 
aimed at completely abolishing the Chinese language 
from those schools. Anwar Ibrahim’s stubbornness to 
defend the unfair action finally resulted with the MCA, 
which had vowed to sink or swim with the Chinese 
elementary school, together with another Barisan Nasio- 
nal component, the Gerakan party, on (?15) October 
determined to stand up with DAP and the other 15 local 
major Chinese organizations to hold a protest rally to 
condemn the education policy which purposely tries to 
change the elementary schools’ role. 


Between 15 and 17 October, more than 60,000 elemen- 
tary Chinese school students in the Federal Territory of 
Kuala Lumpur, Selangor, Penang, Melaka, Kedah and 
Perlis, who are directly or indirectly affected by the 
action, left their classes with the support of their parents. 
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without even giving a prior thought of the decision made 
by the Joint Action Council of the Chinese organizations 
and political parties to commence the protest. They were 
of that opinion because of the Chinese community’s 
previous experience of being repeatedly tricked before. 
The Joint Action Council decided not to readily agree to 
the MCA’s empty promises, stating the Education Min- 
istry will, in due course, resolve the issue of transfer and 
appointment of those teachers by the end of the year. In 
fact, those not considered radical and who have no racial 
sentiment will agree that the action by the Chinese 
community is only a just cause. Besides, the MCA and 
Gerakan’s stand on this matter should also be taken into 
account due to the attitude of the UMNO groups who 
show disrespect to the opinions of the other Barisan 
Nasional components. But, the UMNO Youth Move- 
ment, with Najib Razak as its deputy leader, showed no 
consideration toward certain cabinet members’ opin- 
ions. On the other hand, the movement stubbornly held 
the so-called counter protest on 17 October with the 
police giving the movement permission, thus fueling the 
fire toward further racial sentiments. Numerous deci- 
sions were approved during the UMNO Youth Move- 
ment’s gathering. These decisions included the demands 
to drop Lee Kim Sai from the cabinet, MCA to be 
ushered out of Barisan Nasional, the Mahathir clique not 
to bow down to any pressure in national policies which 
had been agreed upon, and so on. 


With the UMNO Youth Movement’s action which cre- 
ated a very tense situation hovering over Kuala Lumpur, 
it was possible that a racial riot could be sparked off at 
any moment. Those who are wary of the political situa- 
tion in Kuala Lumpur indicated that Najib held the 
gathering with the primary intention of grooming him- 
self as a champion of the race and preparing for next 
year’s party election. Numerous UMNO members knew 
that Mahathir’s supporters are of the opinion that 
Najib’s stand cannot be trusted because on occasion he 
has supported Razaleigh Hamzah and Musa Hitam. As a 
result, the members were prepared to appoint Muhyid- 
din Mohamed Yassin, the Johor State chief minister, 
who is regarded as a more responsible person by Maha- 
thir and Anwar Ibrahim as the next UMNO youth 
leader. The chief minister has gained sufficient confi- 
dence among Anwar’s supporters during the Johor State 
sponsored condemnation of the Chinese language being 
used on a seafood restaurant billboard. Obviously, as a 
result, Najib exerted all his efforts to make a name for 
himself as a national hero, over the Chinese schools 
issue, to test, Muhyiddin, his potential opponent. 


It is clear then that under Mahathir’s rule, the power 
struggle within the groups in the UMNO Youth Move- 
ment is becoming more rampant compared to that of the 
previous administration and this forms one of the major 
causes of the racial tension in the country. It is not 
surprising then if one hears that the current UMNO 
Youth Movement is comparable to that of Hitler’s Nazi 
party. Whoever did not project an image of the suprem- 
acy of the Aryan race would be considered as being close 
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to Germans of Jewish origin and he would be discrimi- 
nated against by his leader and also considered as a 
traitor to the Aryan race. 


On the next day, 18 October, when the UMNO Youth 
Movement held its gathering, UMNO then held a so- 
called civic gathering which was said to be attended by 
almost 10,000 party members in Kuala Lumpur. Infor- 
mation Minister Mohamed Rahmat once again brought 
up the issue of Chinese as being the immigrant group. 
The sentiment of the mammoth gathering was again 
fueled until they chased out eight Chinese reporters amid 
jeers, by throwing magazines and clumps of earth at 
them. Meanwhile, Ghafar Baba announced the decision 
to hold a show-of-strength rally to be attended by 
150,000 UMNO party members coming from all corners 
of the nation on | November in conjunction with the 
4lst UMNO establishment anniversary. Obviously, the 
racial sentiment was elevated and the tense situation 
almost reached its peak throughout Kuala Lumpur. 


On the same night, the incident where a trooper shot at 
pedestrians in Kuala Lumpur happened. Just think, are 
these not the reasons which led the Mahathir clique 
toward aggravating the tense situation and used the 
near-explosive situation as an excuse to launch a massive 
arrest? 


Concerning Mahathir’s background and his intentions 
and his most recent iron-handed actions, local and 
foreign newsmen, and also observers who were following 
the current development in the country, all have these 
opinions: 


1. Parliamentary debates which are controlled by the 
Mahathir clique had covered up seminars conducted by 
nonparty social organizations such as Aliran and Penang 
Consumers Association to raise civic consciousness 
among the local community. Those seminars had 
directly become attractive nongovernmental political 
forums. The influence of such seminars on academicians 
and the middle class society had surprised and attracted 
concern of the authorities. It has been for a long time 
that the Mahathir clique threw accusations at leaders of 
these organizations and also rejected Aliran’s request to 
publish a magazine in the Malay language. It is possible 
that the leaders of these organizations became the 
authorities’ targets this time. 


2. In recent years, opposition parties, social organiza- 
tions, academic circles, and the other professional orga- 
nizations had signed joint statements on declarations 
and launched civic consciousness campaigns. They took 
positive steps to overcome the poverty situation, to 
Oppose corrupt practices, and the abuse of national 
funds, demand the assurance of freedom and the circu- 
lation of information to replace the amendment to 
Official Secrets Act. They also demanded that parlia- 
mentary democracy be practised and the guarrantee of 
human rights based on the Constitution and so on. 
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Besides this, they had been successful in averting misun- 
derstandings between the racial groups especially on 
religion and fanatical opinions. They jointly strived to 
solve problems concerning the nation’s future and the 
people’s well-being. On the other hand, the ruling party 
was unable to curb illegal and corrupt practices being 
practised. As a result, these organizations were consid- 
ered as an obstacle to the Barisan Nasional government 
to carry out the current policies and, nevertheless, must 
be suppressed. 


3. At the Chinese community level, the call and effort by 
the Chinese Schools Management Board and the Feder- 
ation of Chinese Schoolteachers Union toward the devel- 
opment and existence of their mother tongue—the Chi- 
nese language—attracted the attention of the country’s 
entire Chinese community concerning their legitimate 
rights and interests as guarranteed by the Constitution. 
The Basic Human Rights Committee, the Chinese orga- 
nizations, and the Information Center for the Chinese 
Community which were established after a joint decla- 
ration issued by the country’s national Chinese organi- 
zations, had carried out numerous responsibilities in 
recent years and also upgraded the Chinese community's 
awareness concerning their rights and responsibilities in 
national development as laid down by their forerunners. 
These organizations objectively played a positive role 
within the Chinese community. This caused the number 
of MCA leaders who only cared for position and personal 
interests to be drastically reduced. As a result, leaders of 
these organizations became targets of the reactionary 
authorities. 


4. DAP, which has a large membership comprising of 
city and rural employees, has been active in its role as the 
main parliamentary opposition in recent years to check 
against the ruling clique’s power abuse, misappropria- 
tion and abuse of national funds, and also malpractice. 
Its Secretary-General Lim Kit Siang was successful 
recently in bringing the ruling authorities to court con- 
cerning the multi-billion north-south highway construc- 
tion project awarded to UEM [United Engineers Malay- 
sia] Company Limited. This company is closely linked to 
some of the UMNO leaders. As such, this had not only 
hampered the personal interests of a group of leaders in 
the political arena but disappointed them in the financial 
aspect. more than one-third of the party’s parliamentary 
members currently under detention are the people’s 
representatives who dare criticize openly the Barisan 
Nasional’s bad administration. The public considered 
the recent massive arrest as one of Mahathir’s meanest 
actions in an effort to crush the opposition party and also 
eliminate the medium ones. 


5. The case which was filed by 11 UMNO members 
concerning the 24 April 38th UMNO party election as 
null and void cannot be settled out of court and this 
indicated the Mahathir clique’s cleanup campaign is not 
through yet. This has caused the clique much concern. 
Besides this, within the Mahathir clique, a new problem 
has cropped up as to who will be the next executive 
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successor to lead the UMNO and the government. It was 
learned that within the UMNO itself there is the factor of 
Team A being the victor and Team B the vanquished. 
But Team A has been further contracted into Team A-1 
consisting of Mahathir and Anwar while Team A-2 
comprises Ghafar Baba and Sanusi Junid. Here, there is 
a possibility that Sanusi Junid will establish Team A-3 to 
contest in the Ongoing internal power struggle. As a 
result, some analysts are of the opinion that Mahathir 
announced the major crackdown and detention on those 
who dare oppose and challenge him openly and this 
purportedly served as a stern warning for those intending 
to do such an action in future. 


The massive arrests and detention announced by the 
Mahathir regime clearly indicated the regime’s unstable 
stand. It indicates that Mahathir is following Marcos and 
Chon Tu-hwan’s dictatorial steps in suppressing the 
whole population. Then there are those who say that 
Mahathir’s action was for the sake of preserving the 
bureaucratic and comprador capitalists interests, and 
former Prime Minister Tengku Abdul Rahman 
expressed extreme discontent and anger over Mahathir’s 
administration which has set UMNO back. The elder 
statesman accused Mahathir of being a dictator who 
abused the Internal Security Act just to face those 
law-abiding people who had criticized the government. 
He is worried that this will pose a threat and a great 
setback for the Kuala Lumpur reactionary regime. 


In London, Amnesty International urged Mahathir to 
Carry Out an immediate unconditional release of all those 
detainees, saying those detained held different political 
opinions. Our students in Taiwan held a protest gather- 
ing at the Taiwan University campus to condemn the 
government’s arrests and detention of social organiza- 
tion members who are only defending people's interests. 
The country’s newsmen also strongly protested against 
the Mahathir government’s revocation of licenses of 
three local dailies. 


The major crackdown cannot possibly prevent the patri- 
Otic and democratic movements from making further 
advancement. With Mahathir’s being fully exposed, this 
will only make the patriotic and democratic leaders more 
united in finding more effective avenues toward total 
democracy. 


Cambodia 


Radio Reports Kong Korm News Conference 
BK270530 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[Text] This morning at the Chatomuk Conference Hall 
Comrade Kong Korm, member of the party Central 
Committee and foreign minister, held a news conference 
to clarify a number of issues concerning the progress of 
the Cambodian revolution, the sixth withdrawal of Viet- 
namese volunteer forces from Cambodia, and the polit- 
ical solution to the Cambodian problem to local and 
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foreign reporters and various international organizations 
that have come to observe the sixth withdrawal of 
Vietnamese volunteer forces in Cambodia. 


Attending this news conference were representatives 
from national propaganda networks, press agencies, 
newspapers, magazines, television, correspondents from 
the radio stations of the United States, France, Japan, 
India, Switzerland, Italy, Sweden, Australia, the FRG, 
Britain, the Soviet Union, Cuba, the GDR, Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland, Vietnam, and Laos. Representatives from 
various international humanitarian organizations 
accredited to Cambodia were also present. 


On this occasion, Comrade Kong Korm spoke of the 
history of Cambodia-Vietnam relations of solidarity, the 
root cause of the Vietnamese volunteer forces’ presence 
in Cambodian territory, and the all-round development 
of the Cambodian revolution, in particular the growth of 
the Cambodian revolutionary armed forces, which has 
allowed for successive withdrawals of Vietnamese vol- 
unteer troops from Cambodia. The comrade foreign 
minister also pointed out the goodwill of the PRK as well 
as that of the three Indochinese countries in the search 
for a political solution to the Cambodian problem and 
that of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. Comrade 
Kong Korm stressed that those who go against this 
tendency will not only become isolated but will be 
ruined. 


Afterward, the comrade answered in detail many report- 
ers’ questions, such as the ones from correspondents of 
France’s AFP, Australia’s ABC television, the United 
States’ UPI, India’s Asiaweek, the United States’ New 
York Times, and Britain’s BBC in London. 


After one and a half hours, the news conference ended at 
0930 [0230 GMT] in an atmosphere of cordial and 
mutual understanding. 


Our station will broadcast a more detailed report on this 
news conference at 2000 [1300 GMT]. 


Observers Arrive To Witness Troop Pullout 
BK250957 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0440 GMT 
25 Nov 87 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 25 Nov (SPK)—Eighty seven for- 
eign observers and reporters have already arrived in 
Phnom Penh to witness the coming partial withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops from Cambodia, the sixth since 1982. 


These are representatives from international organiza- 
tions, the World Peace Council, AAPSO, AALASO 
[Afro-Asian Latin American Students Organization], 
WFDY., and representatives and reporters from Mongo- 
lia, Afghanistan, the GDR, Hungary, Cuba, Bulgaria, 
Poland, India, Czechoslovakia, Italy, the Soviet Union, 
Laos, France, Japan, Australia, the United States, and 
Thailand. 
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SPK Comments on Pullout of SRV Troops 
BK251011 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0428 GMT 
25 Nov 87 


(“Words and Deeds”—SPK headline] 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 25 Nov (SPK)—Due to the growth 
of the Cambodian revolutionary armed forces and with a 
good will to find a negotiated solution to the Cambodian 
problem, the SRV and the PRK will shortly pull out 
another number of Vietnamese volunteer troops, the 
sixth withdrawal since 1982. 


This new partial pullout reflects an important develop- 
ment of the Cambodian armed forces. Springing from 
the revolution’s victories, particularly from those of the 
1984-87 [as received] dry season, and with the devoted 
assistance of Vietnamese volunteers, the Cambodian 
revolutionary armed forces have continued to grow in 
every aspect and are currently in a position not only to 
counter enemy infiltrations from Thailand but also to 
defend positions along the Cambodian-Thai border. 
Fighting side by side with the Vietnamese volunteer 
troops and sharing good and bad times with them, the 
Cambodian armed forces have acquired precious expe- 
rience in fighting, training, as well as in organizing and 
building an army. Their growth, like the successes of the 
Cambodian people during the past almost 9 years, is 
inseparable from the militant solidarity among Cambo- 
dia, Vietnam, and Laos, and first of all the solidarity 
among the armed forces. 


This solidarity, tested in the fire of the struggle, repre- 
sents an extremely important guarantee for each people’s 
victory as well as for the victory of the common struggle 
of the three Indochinese people. 


The sixth withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cam- 
bodia, carried out following the declaration of the 
national reconciliation policy of the PRK and its five- 
point position, constitutes a new manifestation of the 
good will of the two countries to find as soon as possible 
a political solution to the Cambodian problem. It will 
contribute to the the process of national reconciliation in 
Cambodia and to the process of dialogue, included in the 
Ho Chi Minh city agreement between Vietnam and 
Indonesia respectively representing the Indochinese 
countries and those of ASEAN, on a meeting between 
opposing Cambodian parties. 


This withdrawal also shows that Vietnam always proves 
its good will in the program to repatriate its troops, 
which will be completed, while international and 
regional reactionaries continue to close their eyes to our 
efforts to settle litigious problems in Southeast Asia. 
China and certain ASEAN countries, first of all Thai- 
land, obstinately demand the unilateral withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops from Cambodia without stopping 
their assistance to the Khmer reactionaries in their 
activities against the Cambodian people’s rebirth. They 
have sought of every means to maintain the international 
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aspect of the Cambodian problem and the deadlock 
which has dragged on for over 8 years. They even have 
gone so far as to block the road to any meeting between 
opposing Cambodian parties in order to “fish in trou- 
bled waters.” 


Saying farewell to the sixth contingent of Vietnamese 
army volunteers, we express a boundless gratitude and 
affection toward those who have saved us from genocide, 
and we pledge to follow their example of proletarian 
internationalism. May our benefactors score greater vic- 
tories in their new task. May the militant solidarity and 
fraternal cooperation between Cambodia and Vietnam 
last 


Battambang Bids Farewell to SRV Units 
BK261401 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1125 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK November 26—Some 8,400 
people from all walks of life in the northwestern border 
province of Battambang gathered this morning in a 
meeting at the provincial town to bid farewell to Divi- 
sion Group 94 of the Vietnamese volunteer Army, which 
is leaving after fulfilling its internationalist mission in 
Kampuchea. 


Present at the meeting, among others, Hul Savoan, 
commander of the 4th Military Region; Ung Sami, 
secretary of provincial party committee; General Ngu- 
yen Xuan Hoa, commander of Division Group 94 as 
were foreign observers and journalists. 


In his farewell speech, Ung Sami praised the heroism 
displayed by men and officers of the unit, who had 
fought shoulder to shoulder with their Kampuchean 
brothers against the enemy to defend Kampuchea’s 
security and territory as well as their devoted assistance 
to the armed forces and people of Battambang and 
Kampuchea in general. 


He said : “The people and Armed Forces of Kampuchea, 
including those of Battambang, deeply engrave in their 
hearts that invaluable assistance, and are determined to 
firmly defend their localities and to further consolidate 
their solidarity with Vietnam and other fraternal social- 
ist countries for the final victory of the socialist construc- 
tion in Kampuchea.” 


He recalled the victories recorded by the people and the 
Armed Forces of Kampuchea in the past eight years and 
spoke of the constant growth of the Kampuchean Revo- 
lutionary Armed Forces, which, he said, has enabled the 
annual withdrawal of the Vietnamese Army volunteers. 


In his reply, General Nguyen Xuan Hoa, commander of 
the Divisions Group No 94 thanked the party, the 
government and people of Kampuchea, especially the 
party committee, the People’s Revolutionary Committee 
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and population of Battambang, for their warm sentiment 
towards Vietnamese Army volunteers and for their help 
rendered to the latter in fulfilling their mission in 
Kampuchea. 


He highly acclaimed the Kampuchean people and 
Armed Forces’ victories, which, he said, are of strategic 
importance not only for the Kampuchean Revolution 
but also for all the three Indochinese countries. 


We are convinced that, the Vietnamese general stressed, 
the Kampuchean people can defend by themselves their 
revolutionary gains and foil all enemy’s dark designs. 


After the meeting, Hul Savorn and other Kampuchean 
high-ranking officials gave big hugs to General Nguyen 
Xuan Hoa and to the representative of the departing 
unit. 


At 10 a.m. sharp a column of 400 vehicles carrying the 
Vietnamese combatants wound along Highway 5 in the 
direction to Phnom Penh amidst the applause of well- 
wishers, workers, peasants, teachers, students, combat- 
ants, office employees etc, waving Kampuchean and 
Vietnamese flags to bid farewell to those who have just 
fulfilled their internationalist mission in Kampuchea. 


‘Sources’ Say Hun Sen Leaving for Paris 
BK261108 Hong Kong AFP in English 1054 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Phnom Penh, Nov 26 (AFP)}—Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen leaves here Friday for France, where 
he is scheduled to meet with resistance leader Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, reliable sources said here Thursday. 


Mr Hun Sen, 36, is expected to arrive in Paris on 
Sunday, the sources said. 


Sources close to Prince Sihanouk, who is already in the 
French capital, had said the meeting would take place 
December 2 at Fere-en-Tardenois, about 100 kilometers 
northeast of Paris. 


It will be the first encounter ever between top members 
of the Hanoi-backed Phnom Penh government and the 
U.N.-recognized Cambodian resistance movement since 
Vietnam invaded Cambodia in 1978 and deposed the 
Khmer Rouge regime. 


Reliable souces here said a fresh message had been sent 
November 18 by Mr Hun Sen to Prince Sihanouk, 
requesting an “audience” in accordance with terms set 
by the former Cambodian monarch. 


Prince Sihanouk, who is on leave from his position as 
president of the tripartite Coalition Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea, prefers that Mr Hun Sen 
present himself as a private citizen and not as a head of 
government, observers said. 
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Paris Paper on Sihanouk-Hun Sen Meeting 
PM251508 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
21-22 Nov 87 p 2 


[Antoine Keomanivong report: “Protocol First’’] 


[Text] Mediation efforts are being stepped up to bring 
about a meeting in France between Prince Sihanouk and 
Hun Sen, prime minister of the pro-Vietnamese regime 
in Phnom Penh. “Despite some problems with protocol, 
the principle of such a meeting, scheduled to be held in 
Fere-en-Tardenois, near Paris, in the first 2 weeks of 
December, has not been called into question,” one of the 
Cambodian monarch’s close aides said yesterday. 


The prince, who is at present taking a break from his role 
as president of the anti-Vietnamese coalition, informed 
Hun Sen that he was prepared to receive him in the 
context of a meeting between ordinary citizens without 
official functions. However, according to reliable sourc- 
es, Hun Sen signed his “request for an audience” with his 
title “PRK prime minister.” But he also made a conces- 
sion: He addressed Sihanouk in different terms, calling 
him “Samdech,” which means “Your Highness.” 


Efforts are still being made to sort out this detail with the 
combined help of France, Indonesia, Zimbabwe—chair- 
man of the Nonaligned Movement—India, and even Viet- 
nam itself. Indeed, Hanoi yesterday sent Vice Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Di Nien to Indonesia to take part in a 
meeting of the Vietnamese-Indonesian working group 
responsible for discussing the Cambodian problem. 


“We must break the current deadlock at all costs to 
prevent further suffering for the people of that country,” 
an Indonesian diplomat stressed. He recalled that 
Jakarta has already proposed an informal meeting 
betwen the various Cambodian factions in January. 
Sihanouk and Son Sann (leader of another component of 
the anti-Vietnamese coalition) have already given their 
agreement. The Khmer Rouge, who receive military 
support from China, have not actually refused but are 
reiterating their demand for “direct negotiations with 
the Vietnamese occupants.”’ Hanoi’s troops, which have 
been deployed in Cambodia since 1979, are estimated to 
number 140,000 men. 


Meanwhile, Asian and Western diplomatic circles are 
vesting their hopes in the Fere-en-Tardenois meeting. 
Any negotiations among the warring sides and an inter- 
national conference on Cambodia will depend on its 
success. 


“The meeting will take place despite questions of eti- 
quette. Remember the endless discussions between the 
Americans and Vietnamese and their respective allies 
during the Paris conference on Vietnam in 1973,” some 
of Sihanouk’s supporters point out. 
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“It will be a long and difficult process,” they add, 
convinced that peace in Cambodia depends on prior 
reconciliation between China and Vietnam. 


Issuance of KPRP Delegation Visas Urged 
BK241330 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1111 GMT 
24 Nov 87 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK November 24—The Japanese 
Communist Party has protested against the Takeshita 
government for refusing to issue entrance visas to a 
delegation of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kam- 
puchea [PRPK] to the coming 8th JCP Congress. 


On Nov. 20, Matshumoto, head of the Japanese Com- 
munist delegation to the lower house, delivered a !etter 
from the JCP Central Committee to Fujita, director 
general of the Asian Affairs Bureau of the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry, urging the Japanese Government to 
immediately grant the visas to the PRPK delegation so 
that it can attend the congress in time. 


Communique on Hungarian Delegation’s Visit 
BK251034 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1200 GMT 
24 Nov 87 


[““Press communique” on the 20-24 November visit by 
the Hungarian People’s Republic Natioinal Assembly 
delegation, led by National Assembly President Istvan 
Sarlos, member of the Hungarian Socialist Workers 
Party Central Committee, to the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea—recorded] 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 24 Nov (SPK)—A press communi- 
que was released today in Phnom Penh at the end of the 
visit made to the PRK from 20 to 24 November by a 
high-ranking delegation of the National Assembly of the 
Hungarian People’s Republic led by its President Istvan 
Sarlos. 


Here is the full text of the communique. 


At the invitation of the PRK National Assembly, a 
high-ranking delegation of the National Assembly of the 
Hungarian People’s Republic led by its President Istvan 
Sarlos, member of the Central Committee of the Hun- 
garian Socialist Workers Party, made an official friend- 
ship visit to the PRK from 20 to 24 November 1987. 


Istvan Sarlos was received by Heng Samrin, general 
secretary of the KPRP Central Committee and chairman 
of the PRK Council of State. 


During its stay in the PRK, the delegation laid a wreath 
at the monument to those fallen for the fatherland and 
paid homage to combatants, heroes, and cadres who 
have sacrificed their lives for the cause of the Cambo- 
dian revolution. It visited the Tuol Sleng Museum of 
Genocide; the faculty of medicine, pharmacy, and den- 
tistry; the former royal palace; the national museum; and 
the Angkor Wat Temple in Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey 
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Province. Wherever it went, the delegation was warmly 
received by Cambodian leaders and people, reflecting 
the fraternal friendship and indestructible solidarity 
between the two people. The high-ranking delegation of 
the National Assembly of the Hungarian People’s 
Republic led by Istvan Sarlos held talks with that of the 
PRK National Assembly led by Mat Ly, member of the 
Political Bureau of the KPRP Central Committee, vice 
chairman of the National Assembly, and chairman of the 
Trade Unions Federation. The two sides informed each 
other of important achievements of their respective 
people. They discussed matters relating to the relations 
of friendship, solidarity, and multiform cooperation 
between the two countries in general and between the 
two legislative organs in particular. 


They focused their attention on current international 
problems. The talks and exchanges of experiences in 
parliamentary affairs went on in an atmosphere of cor- 
diality, understanding, and friendship. The two sides 
were unanimous on all matters raised. 


The Hungarian side highly appreciated the Cambodian 
people’s gains in the past more than 8 years since 
liberation. 


It expressed satisfaction with the Cambodian people’s 
success in defending the nation and in building a new 
society and in implementing the resolutions of the 
KPRP’s Fifth Congress. It wished the Cambodian people 
new and greater successes in building the country on 
progress toward socialism. 


The Hungarian side supported the PRK’s national rec- 
onciliation policy and all efforts aimed at settling prob- 
lems in Southeast Asia through negotiations in close 
coordination with the SRV and the LPDR, and the 
proposals put forward by the conferences of foreign 
ministers of Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos regarding a 
solution to problems in the region in order to transform 
Southeast Asia into a zone of peace, stability, and 
cooperation. 


Mat Ly expressed his sincere thanks to the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party and to the the fraternal Hun- 
garian Government and people for providing an 
extremely precious assistance to the Cambodian people 
and for firmly supporting their just struggle to defend 
and build the fatherland. 


The Cambodian side highly appreciated the efforts of the 
Hungarian Socialist Workers’ Party and the Hungarian 
Government and people for ensuring the happiness of 
the Hungarian people and contributing to the happiness 
of other neighborly brothers. 


Concerning the international situation, the two sides 
warmly supported all the peace initiatives of the USSR 
with the spirit that member countries of the Warsaw 
Pact coordinate their international activities. They con- 
sider the coming summit in December this year in 


FBIS-EAS-87-228 
27 November 1987 


Washington between Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald 
Reagan as an event of major importance for detente, 
nuclear disarmament, international security, and dura- 
ble peace in the world, and for sparing humanity from 
the disaster of a nuclear war. 


The two sides highly appreciated the visit by the Hun- 
garian National Assembly delegation, which contribute 
to the strengthening of the relations of friendship, frater- 
nal solidarity, and cooperation between the two people 
and between the two assemblies of Cambodia and 


Hungary. 


Istvan Sarlos expressed his sincere thanks to the KPRP, 
to the PRK National Assembly, and to the Cambodian 
people for the hospitality and warm welcome accorded 
to the delegation. 


Istvan Sarlos invited a delegation of the PRK National 
Assembly to make an official friendship visit to the 
Hungarian People’s Republic. This invitation was gladly 
accepted. The date of the visit will be fixed later. 


VOK Reports on Hun Sen Message to Sihanouk 
BK270629 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0500 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[Text] The office of the Personal Representative of 
Samdech Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia and Asia 
issued a press communique saying that Hun Sen will 
meet Samdech Norodom Sihanouk on 2 December and 
agreed that the details of the discussion during the 
meeting be recorded and publicized. 


The press communique carried Hun Sen’s message dated 
23 November 1987 sent to Samdech Norodom Sihanouk 
in France. In the message, Hun Sen thanked Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk for kindly replying to him in his 
message dated 20 November 1987 in which the samdech 
agreed to give an audience. Hun Sen stressed in his 
message that he would like to see Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk on 2 December and agreed to let the details of 
the meeting be recorded and publicized. 


Earlier, Hun Sen sent a message dated 18 November 
1987 to Samdech Norodom Sihanouk requesting an 
audience with the samdech and the samdech has agreed 
to let Hun Sen see him at Fere-en-Tardenois, about 100 
km from Paris, France. 


At the same time, a report from Phnom Penh said that 
Hun Sen will leave Phnom Penh this Friday and will 
arrive in Paris on Sunday this week. 


Indonesia 


PRC Support Sought for Cambodia Solution 
BK251256 Jakarta THE JAKARTA POST in English 
20 Nov 87 p 3 


[Text] Jakarta (JP)}—Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusu- 
maatmayja said here yesterday [19 November] that Indo- 
nesia expected a more constructive role from China in 
solving various international problems, including the 
crisis in Kampuchea. 
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Minister Mokhtar said that the expectation stemmed 
from China’s recent 13th Communist Party Congress in 
which a smooth regeneration process of that country’s 
leadership occured. 


“The present reformation in the People’s Republic of 
China requires thorough attention. It shows that 
country’s committment to modernize China in every 
field,” he told a hearing with Commission | for national 
security and foreign political affairs. 


He told the legislators that he had met Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wu Xuegian in a recent United Nations Gen- 
eral Assembly and Wu told him that China supported 
Indonesia’s Cocktail Party proposal and welcomed the 
results of Mokhtar’s visit to Hanoi a few months ago. 


China had stated that it wanted the establishment of a 
free and democratic Kampuchea under the leadership of 
Prince Sihanouk, in which all Kampuchean parties, 
including the Khmer Rouge could join, Mokhtar said. 


Mokhtar said that China, however, stated that it did not 
want former Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot, accused of 
killing more than two million Kampucheans during his 
rule from 1975 to 1978, to return to Kampuchea. 


China would not mind the Soviet Union continuing its 
economic assistance to Vietnam but it believed that the 
Soviet should be held responsible for the Vietnamese 
occupation of Kampuchea which violated international 
laws, Mokthar quoted Minister Wu as saying. 


Mokhtar however stressed that he did not discuss “‘bilat- 
eral issues” with the Chinese minister. Indonesia cut off 
ties with Beijing 20 years ago following the failed com- 
munist coup bid in 1965, accusing Beijing of complicity 
in the failed coup bid. In 1985 it resumed trade and 
sports ties. 


Mokhtar also expressed his pessimism about the possible 
establishment of a joint ASEAN common market due to 
the present economic situations of the association mem- 
bers. 


He said that the average income of people in the coun- 
tries was still quite low and it would therefore be more 
realistic to turn to the United States. 


“Some of our people can hardly buy a pair of shoes. 
What to sell there? The average income of Americans is 
around US$20,000 a year. That country spends more 
than US$1 billion just for cookies yearly,” he described 
potential of the United States market. 


On the preparation for the ASEAN Summit due next 
month Mokhtar said that the government did not allo- 
cate a special fund to finance the delegates from the 
country, which would include President Suharto. 
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Mokhtar, who flew to Bali after the hearing session, told 
some House members who were worried that security 
problems might affect the Manila meeting that President 
Suharto’s readiness to attend the summit “shows a 
specific style of leadership.” 


He however said that he had told the Philippines gov- 
ernment to take the necessary security measures and 
added that security advisors from ASEAN countries had 
been assisting Manila. 


Mokhtar on Meeting With SRV on Cambodia 
BK261540 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1500 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Text] Indonesia and Vietnam have agreed that a cock- 
tail party meeting scheduled to be held in Jakarta will 
largely depend on the results of a meeting between 
Cambodian resistance leader Sihanouk and the prime 
minister of the Hanoi-backed Cambodian Government, 
Hun Sen, in Paris early next month. In his press briefing 
in Jakarta today, Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaat- 
maja said that the consensus was reached during a 
meeting of the Indonesian-Vietnamese working group in 
Bali last Monday. 


During the vice ministerial-level meeting, both sides 
agreed that the Sihanouk-Hun Sen meeting in Paris 
would be greatly beneficial for enhancing the working 
procedures of the informal meeting between the disput- 
ing Cambodian groups. In addition, the two sides agreed 
to convene a 2-day second meeting of the working group 
in Hanoi on 21 December to continue talks on a solution 
to the Cambodian issue. 


Reports to Suharto 
BK260914 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0700 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Excerpt] At Bina Graha Palace this morning, President 
Suharto received a report from Foreign Minister Mokh- 
tar Kusumaatmaja on the outcome of the Indonesia- 
Vietnam working group discussion which was held in 
Bali on Monday and Tuesday. 


Speaking to newsmen, Minister Mokhtar said that the 
group discussed resolution of the Cambodian problem 
through detailed arrangements for an unofficial meeting 
or cocktail party [preceeding two words in English ]. He 
said the meeting had been agreed upon in principle, 
although it had been postponed because of several mis- 
interpretations. Confirmation was received concerning 
the meeting in Paris between Prince Sihanouk and 
Phnom Penh leader Hun Sen. 


According to Minister Mokhtar, during the Indonesia- 
Vietnam working group meeting in Bali, it was agreed to 
hold a second meeting on 21 and 22 December. 
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Concerning Vietnamese delegations visiting Indonesia, 
Minister Mokhtar said it is up to Vietnam to observe 
Indonesia’s achievements so that they can be confident 
that the time has come to focus their attention on 
development. [passage omitted] 


Satellite Lease to Philippines Canceled 
BK261251 Hong Kong AFP in English 1152 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Jakarta, Nov 26 (AFP)—Indonesia has cancelled 
a private Philippine television station’s lease of a com- 
munications satellite because the company failed to 
honour its debts, the daily Suara Pembaruan reported 
Thursday. 


The newspaper quoted Director General of Post and 
Telecommunications S. Abdulrachman as saying Tues- 
day that the unidentified television company had over- 
due payments amounting to millions of dollars. Mr 
Abdulrachman did not specify the exact sum nor did he 
say when the lease was cancelled. 


Figures from the Post said that the company, which had 
used the satellite since 1981, owed 4.2 million dollars in 
January 1985. 


Mr Abdulrachman said the Philippines was now only 
leasing an eighth of a transponder for telephone purpos- 
es. Other Southeast Asian countries who hold leases on 
the Indonesian satellite Palapa B-1 were Singapore, 
Malaysia and Thailand, he said. 


Official figures for 1985 showed that leasing the satellite 
to other countries brought in almost three million U.S. 
dollars. 


Laos 


Sihanouk Decision To Meet Hun Sen Welcomed 
BK250529 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 

0000 GMT 25 Nov 87 

Problem 


[Unattributed commentary: ‘Cambodian 


Begins To Brighten”’] 


[Text] The various problems obstructing a political solu- 
tion to the Cambodian problem have become brighter. 
According to a French AFP report from Bangkok, Prince 
Sihanouk’s representative office in Bangkok announced 
that Prince Sihanouk has officially accepted to meet and 
hold consultations with Hun Sen, chairman of the PRK 
Council of Ministers. In a message that the office of 
Prince Sihanouk in Bangkok has sent to Hun Sen, Prince 
Sihanouk has officially agreed to hold the meeting at 
Hotel Fere-en-Tardenois VI of Prince Sihanouk himself 
in France. 


This has indicated that the atmosphere toward a new 
trend for the political settlement of the Cambodian 
problem has brightened. Should the meeting between 
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these important Cambodian people be realized, it will 
serve as a significant step of favorable development in 
the settlement of the Cambodian problem which has 
been at a standstill for years. All Cambodian people, 
including Prince Sihanouk himself, deeply detested the 
genocidal Pol Pot clique. But, for humanitarian reasons 
and with a spirit desiring that all Cambodian people join 
together to rebuild the country, the Cambodian people 
have agreed to meet and talk with the Cambodian 
leaders of various factions, with the exception of Pol Pot 
and his close associates. 


In recent months, public opinion in general has said Pol 
Pot is awaiting death as a result of cancer. That is wrong. 
In fact, he is still strong and healthy. But, politically, Pol 
Pot is already dead. In the past, Sihanouk, on many 
occasic .s, warned various associates of Pol Pot, such as 
Khieu Samphan and Son Sann who are conservative and 
slow to act in response to the situation in Cambodia, that 
if they continued to remain idle, he would go ahead and 
make his own path. 


Vietnam has announced the withdrawal of the sixth 
batch of troops from Cambodia which will take place in 
the next few days. In 1990, all Vietnamese troops will be 
completely withdrawn from Cambodia. When the time 
comes, the Cambodian reactionaries as well as those 
countries which have supported the so-called Coalition 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea will have no 
more pretext and the Cambodian problem will be 
unquestionably resolved. However, it will not be that 
easy, because the various counterrevolutionary reaction- 
ary forces are still waiting for an opportunity to under- 
mine the meeting. Nevertheless, the national reconcilia- 
tion policy as adopted by the PRK Government is 
correct and fair. It has power to attract the public 
opinion of the broad masses to smash the subversive and 
sabotage schemes of counterrevolutionary reactionaries. 


Historical Research Delegation Visits SRV 
BK251232 Vientiane KPL in English 0912 GMT 
25 Nov 87 


[Text] Vientiane, November 25 (KPL)—A delegation of 
the party History Research Committee led by its head, 
Sisana Sisan left here on November 24 for the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam for an official friendship visit. 


During its one-week-long stay there, the Lao delegation 
will meet with the Vietnamese authority [as received] of 
the Institute for the Research of the History of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam. 


The sides are expected to sign a protocol on future 
cooperation in this work. 


Anniversay of Romanian Relations Noted 
BK251238 Vientiane KPL in English 0902 GMT 
25 Nov 87 


[Text] Vientiane, November 25 (KPL)}—Phoun Sipa- 
seut, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers, minister 
for foreign affairs, today sends a warm message of 
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congratulations to Romanian Foreign Minister loan 
Totu to mark the 25th anniversary of the establishment 
of the diplomatic relations between the LPDR and the 
Socialist Republic of Romania. 


The telegramme reads: 


“The government and people of Laos consider the estab- 
lishment of the diplomatic relations between the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic and the Socialist Repub- 
lic of Romania as an important event in the relations 
between our two countries based on which the bilateral 
relations of friendship and cooperation built on Marx- 
ism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism are being 
continually reinforced and developed. 


“The peoples of Laos and Romania will further consol- 
idate the fraternal relations of friendship and co-opera- 
tion between the two countries for the interests of peace 
and socialism. 


“On this solemn occasion, I wish the fraternal Romanian 
people more and greater success in concretizing the 
resolution of the 13th Congress of the Romanian Com- 
munist Party.” 


PASASON Article 
BK251056 Vientiane KPL in English 0914 GMT 
25 Nov 87 


[Text] Vientiane, November 25 (KPL)— The leading 
article of Pasason today hails the 25th anniversary of the 
establishment of the diplomatic relations between Laos 
and Romania. 


The paper points out that despite the geographical gap 
between the two countries, the two people have had a 
time honoured tradition of good relations. In this con- 
nection, the article appreciatively notes the support and 
assistance, which Laos received during the past national 
democratic revolution from the socialist community of 
which Romania was one. 


The paper goes on to commend constant contact 
between the two countries. Here the paper cites the Lao 
general secretary and chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters’ visit in 1976 to Romania and the Romanian Com- 
munist Party’s Secretary General Nicolae Ceausescu’s 
visit to Laos in 1978. These visits in particular, served as 
historical hallmark for the two countries’ further consol- 
idation of relations of friendship and cooperation, party- 
and government- wise as much as between the peoples. 


The article of Pasason says: 


“In its capacity as a member of the Warsaw Treaty 
Organisation, Romania has actively fought against the 
arms race, danger from nuclear wars in order to free 
Europe and other parts of the world from nuclear arms. 
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“Adhering to the policy of peace. the Socialist Republic 
of Romania has established diplomatic relations with 
countries in the world on the principle of peaceful 
co-existence, equality, mutual respect for national sov- 
ereignty and independence and non-interference in 
internal affairs of each other. In this regards, the paper 
hails Romania's initiative to create the Balkan region a 
region of peace, friendship, and cooperation, free from 
nuclear arms.” 


In conclusion, the paper voices the Lao party, govern- 
ment and people’s wishes that the Romanian side score 
new and greater success in implementing the resolution 
of the | 3th Congress of the Romania Communist Party. 
It also expresses hope that the fraternal relations of 
friendship and cooperation between the two countries be 
further bloomed for the interests of peace and socialism. 


Philippines 


Typhoon Leaves 296 Dead; 100,000 Homeless 
HK270721 Hong Kong AFP in English 0707 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Excerpt] Manila, Nov 27 (AFP)}—At least 296 people 
were killed and more than 100,000 left homeless as 
Typhoon Nina lashed the Philippines overnight Wednes- 
day, official disaster monitoring agencies said Friday. 


At least 15 people and several ships are still missing. 


The Social Welfare Department said Typhoon Nina also 
left 47 people injured, mostly in the south of the main 
island of Luzon, the region hardest hit by the strongest 
cyclone to hit the country this year. 


Most of the deaths, about 200, occurred when big waves 
slammed into the coastal town of Matnog in Sorsogon 
Province, while 70 more were killed in nearby Albay, 
disaster agencies said. 


The Welfare Department said the typhoon affected 
25,000 families, wrecked more than 5,000 houses and 
partially damaged another 10,000 homes. Many people 
are temporarily housed in public elementary schools, 
relief agencies said. 


The cost of damage wrought by the typhoon was not 
immediately available, but the government's Office of 
Civil Defense (OCD) said initial reports showed there 
was about 4.5 million pesos (216,346 dollars) worth of 
property damage in just three provinces of the Bicol 
region south of here. 


President Corazon Aquino Friday ordered all local offi- 
cials of the affected areas to submit reports to be used as 
the basis for declaring a state of calamity, state-run 
television said. 
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Governor Luis Villafuerte, whose Camarines Sur Prov- 
ince was one of the worst hit, said on TV “the president 
is verifying and trying to confirm exactly what the extent 
of the damage is, and I suppose she will act accordingly”. 


A Social Welfare spokeswoman said 100 sacks of rice 
have been provided to each of the affected provinces. 


Typhoon Nina’s 220 kilometre (138 miles) per hour 
winds ravaged southern Luzon and the central islands, 
dumping rain, felling trees and knocking down power 
and communications lines, which hampered rescue 
efforts. 


Domestic flights, some of which were cancelled Thurs- 
day, were back tu normal Friday, while cancelled school 
classes resumed. Electricity was restored in most areas of 
the capital, which had suffered widespread power cuts 
Thursday. [passage omitted] 


General Ramos Urges Honasan To Surrender 
HK260622 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0500 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Text] It is up to the Congress to decide whether or not to 
grant amnesty to rebel soldiers led by Colonel Gringo 
Honasan. This was the statement of Armed Forces chief 
General Fidel Ramos in his speech at Camp Capinpin, 
Tanay, Rizal, where he also distributed housing accomo- 
dations to members of the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines. 


Ramos said that he has no authority to grant amnesty to 
rebels soldiers involved in the aborted coup d'etat of 28 
August. According to him, even President Aquino, who 
still wants to grant amnesty, would require confirmation 
from Congress on this matter. Ramos then called on 
Honasan and his 134 officials and men to surrender 
before the deadline set on 30 November this year so that 
they would not forfeit their benefits nor be dropped from 
the roll of the Armed Forces. 


Honasan Denies Rumors 
HK270531 Hong Kong AFP in English 0519 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Manila, Nov 27 (AFP)}—Philippine renegade 
Colonel Gregorio Honasan, leader of a failed August 28 
coup attempt, swore not to surrender but also said he 
would no longer try to topple the government, newspa- 
pers reported here Friday. 


“Surrender is not in my vocabulary,” the newspapers 
quoted a statement from Col. Honasan as saying. The 
statement said he would “desist against taking any 
hostile action against the government” due to “encour- 
aging signs.” 


The colonel said these signs included the removal of 
“discordant elements in the administration” and the 
“show of concern” for the military. 
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Controversial cabinet members were removed after his 
coup attempt and President Corazon Aquino signed a 
bill Thursday, increasing soldier's salaries by 60 per cent. 


Col. Honasan, who was widely rumoured to be planning 
to surrender soon, said such reports were “propaganda to 
demoralize those who joined our cause.” 


The August 28 coup attempt by disgruntled military men 
was quashed after claiming more than 50 lives and 
wounding almost 300. Although Col. Honasan and over 
200 supporters escaped, the government has given them 
until November 30 to surrender or they will be dis- 
honourably discharged. 


Ramos on Economic Losses 
HK270921 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[Text] General Fidel Ramos, Armed Forces of the Phil- 
ippines chief of staff, said that renegade soldier Colonel 
Gregorio Honasan should answer for his recent violent 
move against the government. Agence France-Presse 
reported Ramos mentioning that around P5-10 billion in 
potential investments were lost as a result of the 28 
August coup attempt. which also caused the death of 53 
persons. Ramos emphasized that Honasan’s group 
should first answer for the past coup attempt before they 
request amnesty from the government. 


Soviet Ambassador Denies USSR Aiding Rebels 
HK270159 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Text] The new Russian ambassador to the Philippines 
has denied that Russia is supplying arms to the commu- 
nist rebels. More on this from Art Pabellon: 


[Begin recording] The new Russian Ambassador to the 
Philippines, Oleg Mikhailovich Sokolov, denied that his 
country is supplying arms to the communist rebels. In a 
talk with newsmen at Malacanang after he presented his 
credentials as ambassador of the Soviet Union to the 
Philippines, Ambassador Sokolov said the USSR wants 
to expand and strengthen the diplomatic relationship 
between the two countries. He added that this relation- 
ship would be conducted with mutual respect and strict 
noninterference in internal affairs and respect for sover- 
eignty between the two countries. Sokolov expressed the 
hope that high-level dialogues between the USSR and the 
Philippines will continue. [end recording] 


Manglapus on Possible Netherlands Aid to NDF 
HK270913 Hong Kong AFP in English 0839 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Manila, Nov 27 (AFP)}—Manila is investigating 
the possible involvement of the Dutch government in the 
transfer of private funds to Filipino communist insur- 
gents, Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus said here 
Friday. 
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Mr. Manglapus made the statement after the Philippine 
armed forces said the rebel National Democratic Front 
(NDF) received an estimated eight million dollars in 
foreign aid this year, mostly from European “solidarity 


groups”. 


He appealed to the unnamed foreign groups “that this 
kind of aid be stopped since it obviously affects the 
ability of the Philippine government to protect itself” 
from the communist rebels. 


“In the Dutch case, some of the money could not have 
been remitted without the consent of the Dutch govern- 
ment,” the foreign secretary told foreign correspondents, 
adding: “We are still looking into that.” 


The Dutch Embassy here denied any government 
involvement. 


Mr. Manglapus last week said Manila was not accusing 
any European government of aiding the NDF, which 
includes the Communist Party of the Philippines and its 
23,000-strong New People’s Army (NPA). 


He said then that Manila has brought to The Hague’s 
attention evidence that “private organisations, including 
church-related organisations in Western Europe, have 
been aiding the Filipino insurgents”. 


Mr. Manglapus said Friday that Manila was in touch 
with the Dutch government. “We have already brought 
it up informally.” 


Reacting to the foreign secretary’s statement, Dutch 
Embassy spokesman Peter van Leewen referred to an open 
letter by Dutch Ambassador to Manila P.F. Ch. Koch 
published Friday in the newspaper Manila Chronicle. 


The letter said neither Netherlands government organi- 
sations nor non-governmental organisations it helped 
finance, such as Novib, ICCO and Cebemo, maintain 
contacts with or subsidise the local communist rebels. 


“The Dutch non-government organisations are tradi- 
tionally involved in development projects in co-opera- 
tion with (Philippine private groups)”, the letter said. 


The ambassador added: “I think it is fair to say that 
their—apolitical—activities have made and continue to 
make a positive contribution to socio-economic devel- 
opment in this country.” 


The Dutch aid agencies, Cebemo and Novib, have pre- 
viously denied allegations by the state-run Philippine 
News Agency that they had funded the NDF. 


The Communist Party of the Philippines said in the 
latest issue of its official organ, Ang Bayan, that it was 
now receiving aid from “foreign countries”. 
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One NDF source cited the grant of political asylum and 
Dutch citizenship to Luis Jalandoni, NDF international 
representative based in the Netherlands. 


NDF spokesman Satur Ocampo has said it is receiving 
support from 25 foreign organisations, mostly based in 
Europe. 


NPA Said Preparing for U.S. Intervention 
HK251315 Hong Kong AFP in English 1308 GMT 
25 Nov 87 


[Text] Manila, Nov 25 (AFP) —Leftist insurgents are 
shopping for anti-aircraft and other sophisticated weap- 
ons while rapidly building up their forces as they prepare 
to eventually fight U.S. troops in the Philippines, the 
official Communist Party monthly says. 


“Direct U.S. interventwon—limited or full-scale—as a 
Strategic Option is increasingly becoming a practical 
possibility. We have to be open and prepared for such,” 
the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) organ 
Ang Bayan (The Nation) said. 


Meanwhile, the U.S. ambassador here said rebel attacks 
outside a U.S. air base north of Manila last month which 
left three Americans dead would not deter Washington's 
resolve to provide military and economic aid to the 
Philippines. 


The CPP organ said it was important for the rebels to 
““maximize the opportunities being offered by the situa- 
tion to strengthen the people’s army at a much faster 
pace and to prepare the masses” for a war against U.S. 
forces. 


It said the New People’s Army (NPA) needs to “improve 
and raise the level” of its arms to meet increased U.S. 
military aid to Manila, and cited an “urgent need to 
secure heavier arms like mortars, anti-tank and anti- 
aircraft weapons.” 


The document was sent to news agencies here shortly after 
the CPP-led National Democratic Front (NDF) claimed 
responsibility for the October 28 murders of three Amer- 
icans and virtually declared war on Washington. 


Both U.S. and Philippine officials have ruled out direct 
involvement of U.S. troops in counter-insurgency. 


U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines Nicholas Platt said 
Wednesday that last month’s attacks outside Clark Air 
Base “will not intimidate us” and “will not change our 
policies” of support for the government of President 
Corazon Aquino. 


The murders will only “make it easier to get resources 
from our Congress to the Philippines,” he told business- 
men and civic leaders in the northern city of Baguio. The 
text of the speech was issued to the press here. 
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Washington has pledged 900 million U.S. dollars to 
Manila over a five-year period ending in 1989 in 
exchange for access to Clark and Subic Naval Base. 


The CPP paper said “the coming periods will see the 
rapid formation and expansion of regular guerrilla com- 
panies, local guerrilla forces, people’s militias, armed 
partisan units and people's self-defense corps.” 


The NPA has been fighting the Manila government for 
almost 19 years, but until now had largely been por- 
trayed as an indigenous force which gets its weapons 
from the largely U.S.-armed Philippine military. 


The military says the NPA has 23.600 full-time fighters, 
half of them armed. 


Ang Bayan put the rebel strength at a conservative 7,000 
regular guerrillas and “thousands” of part-time fighters, 
spread out in over 60 of the country’s 73 provinces. 


Manglapus Opposes Dropping Sabah Claim 
HK261106 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Text] Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus said 
the Philippines should not drop its claim over Sabah. 
Here is Sel Baesa for the details: 


[Begin recording] Secretary Manglapus expressed his 
conviction regarding the potential Sabah bill in an inter- 
view with newspapermen after meeting with President 
Aquino this morning. A bill dropping the Philippines’ 
claim to Sabah was submitted by Senator Leticia Sha- 
hani. Mangpalus said he is scheduled to speak before the 
subcommittee on foreign relations tomorrow and he 
hopes to explain the events that brought about the 
present conditions for negotiation. He stressed that the 
country should not give up its right over Sabah and 
added drop is not the appropriate word to use. [end 
recording] 


Sabah Bill Postponed 
11K261244 Hong Kong AFP in English 1238 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Manila, Nov 25 (AFP)—A bill dropping the 
Philippine claim to Sabah will not be passed before a 
Southeast Asian summit here next month, the head of 
the Senate Foreign Affairs Committee said Thursday. 


Senator Leticia Shahani however told reporters that the 
bill she filed could still become law despite the opposi- 
tion of many of her colleagues in the Senate. 


Mrs. Shahani said passage of the bill “would be a slow 
process,” due to the “series of consultations and clarifi- 
cations,.”’ to overcome opposition to it. 
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Earlier this month, Mrs. Shahani filed a bill, labelled 
“urgent” by President Corazon Aquino, which would 
drop the Philippines’ claim to the Malaysian state of 
Sabah. 


The Sabah issue is widely considered one of the political 
obstacles facing the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), which groups Brunei, Indonesia. 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. 


Thailand 


Copyright Bill Passed Amid ‘Chaos’ in House 
BK260125 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
26 Nov 87 pp I, 3 


[Excerpt] In one of the most tumultous sittings in Thai 
parliamentary history marked by a boycott, delaying 
tactics, calls for dissolution, allegations of dictatorship 
and clearly audible cursing, the Government passed the 
Copyright amendment bill in its first reading yesterday. 


Despite the pandemonium and chaos that reigned in the 
afternoon session, the House voted 189:122 for the 
government, Democrat and Prachakon Thai bills. 


However, the vote was taken before any debate on the 
bills actually took place when Government MPs cut 
short Opposition delaying tactics after a day of quorum 
checking and vote recounts. 


The House also agreed by a vote of 185 to 114 to make 
the government bill as the principal draft for scrutiny. 


A 26-member committee was set up to scrutinise the 
drafts and has 30 days to complete its work. 


The House decision prompted strong reaction from 
about 30 students outside Parliament who burned a fake 
coffin with the names of Prime Minister Prem Tinsula- 
non and Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila marked on it. 
[passage omitted] 


Officials ‘Angry’ at U.S. 
BK270139 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
27 Nov 87 p 19 


[Excerpts] Commerce Ministry officials are angry about 
a call attributed to the United States Embassy for Thai- 
land to extend patent protection to industrial and agri- 
cultural goods and processes not covered at present. 


They accuse the United States of demanding more and 
more from Thailand despite Thai cooperation on earlier 
demands in exchange for its continued eligibility for 
import duty exemptions under the generalized system of 
preferences (GSP). 


A senior ministry source said yesterday that the US 
Embassy delivered to the ministry last week a document 
urging Thailand to join the Paris Convention for the 
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Protection of Industrial Property. As a result, the source 
said, Commerce Minister Montri Phongphanit sent a 
note to Prime minister Prem Tinsulanon, also last week, 
expressing anger at the American call. 


Yesterday being Thanksgiving day and an American 
public holiday, US Embassy officials could not be con- 
tacted for comment. 


The latest row is taking place three weeks before a team 
of officials and private sector representatives are due to 
go to the United States to discuss trade issues with US 
officials. Commerce Permanent Secretary Phat Itsara- 
sena will head the visiting team to the United States the 
week leading up to Chrismas. 


Another delegation, possibly with a ministerial head and 
Foreign Ministry participation, is planning to go to the 
United States in February. 


The American paper distributed to reporters yesterday 
says Thailand “should be encouraged to join the other 97 
member states (of the Paris Convention) which have 
decided to adhere to certain international standards for 
protecting industrial property.” [passage omitted] 


Yesterday, the Commerce Ministry source complained 
that the Americans were demanding more and more 
despite Thailand’s cooperation in making moves to 
improve copyright protection and to replace soybean 
import quotas with tariffs—two issues raised by US 
officials in conjunction with continuing the GSP pro- 
gramme for Thailand. 


Visitors from the United States, such as Deputy US 
Trade Representative Mike Smith, who visited Thailand 
a few weeks ago, are all demanding more from Thailand, 
the source said. 


Since Thailand was having difficulty in deciding what 
sort of soybean tariff should be adopted, wheat produc- 
ers in the Unites States have started to complain about 
wheat tariffs on imports into Thailand, the source noted. 


The Thai government has already countered some of teh 
complaints in the latest paper. On September 14, the 
government submitted a statement to US trade officials 
challenging petitions seeking to remove Thailand from 
GSP privileges. 


On patents, the statement said: “It should be noted 
noted that Thailand is not alone in excluding pharma- 
ceutical products from patent protection. Over fifty 
countries, including such industrialized countries as 
Canada and Austria, maintain similar exclusions.” 


On the calls for protection for products not yet available 
on the Thai market, the government said the calls were 
inconsistent with the patent laws of all countries. “If 
retroactivity were permitted to operate, it would lead to 
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the destruction of the generally accepted principles of the 
patent system and would cause serious difficulties in the 
implementation and administration of the law.” 


The government argued that it was unfair to single out 
Thailand for importing and repackaging active ingredi- 
ents from “certain European countries where no patent 
protection is afforded.” If that amounted to piracy, the 
government said, then the piracy had been committed in 
the manufacturing country. 


Prem Urges Political Unity 
BK250214 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Nov 87 pp I, 2 


[Excerpt] Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon yesterday 
urged all coalition partners to unite in today’s copyright 
battle as the Opposition and dissident Democrats vowed 
to oppose the government’s plan to move the controver- 
sial bill to the top of the House agenda. 


After giving instruction at the weekly Cabinet meeting, 
the premier told reporters he was confident that the bill 
would pass the House today. 


The odds are evidently in favour of the government as 
Democrat leader Phichai Rattakun, shifting from his 
earlier neutral stand, told his followers at the Royal Turf 
Club to help ram through the bill. Chat Thai, Social 
Action and Ratsadon leaders, meanwhile, reaffirmed 
their support for the bill’s quick passage. 


At the Democrat loyalists’ meeting, Phichai declared 
that the Democrats were “in the same boat with the 
other coalition partners.” 


He warned that if the House failed to endorse the bill, 
along with two other similar versions, today, the govern- 
ment will have only two choices; stepping down or 
dissolving the House. 


‘We cannot be introverts; otherwise, we cannot stay with 
the other partners in the coalition,” Phichai was quoted 
as Saying. 


The Democrat, Social Action, Chat Thai and Ratsadon 
parties are likely to outvote the Opposition to allow the 
copyright amendment bill on top of the House agenda 
this morning. 


The opposition bloc and the dissidents in the Democrat 
Party declared yesterday they would oppose the attempt 
to reschedule the government-sponsered bill. But they 
are outnumbered by the government MPs. 


The members of the January 10 Group in the Democrat 
Party, who number around 45, stand little chance of 
tipping the scales against the government. The opposi- 
tion bloc commands 113 MPs. 
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A reported split within the United Democracy Party 
(UDP), the largest of the opposition parties, is likely to 
weaken the opposition to the bill. 


Premier Prem himself exuded a mood of confidence 
yesterday when answering reporters’ questions about the 
copyright bill. 


‘Everything seems to be all right,” he said. 


Asked whether he was worried about the passage of the 
bill, he said: “I am not worried. | am confident.” 
[passage omitted] 


Politicians Comment 
BK260030 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Nov 87 p 2 


[Text] The House of Representatives may reject the 
controversial copyright amendment bill in the second 
and third readings if the US fails to preserve Thai 
privileges in the Generalized System of Preferences early 
next year, a senior government whip threatened yester- 
day. 


Trairong Suwankhiri (Democrat-government-sponsored 
bill, along with two other versions, sailed through the 
house in the first reading despite efforts by the Opposi- 
tion and dissident Democrat MPs to shelve it until the 
next parliament session in April. 


He said MPs will monitor the recommendations that the 
trade policy review committee of the US Trade Repre- 
sentatives will submit to US President Ronald Reagan 
for his decisions on petitions to deprive Thailand of its 
GSP privileges on March |. 


If the committee recommends that the president take 
action against Thailand, then MPs should turn down the 
copyright amendment in the second and third readings, 
Trairong said. 


The president is bound by the Trade and Tariff Act of 
1984 to review the GSP programme every year. GSP 
beneficiaries may lose their benefits under the pro- 
gramme if they are found providing inadequate intellec- 
tual property protection to US works, violate workers 
human rights, and apply unreasonable measures to bar 
imports of US goods. 


Commenting on the pandemonium marking the battle of 
wits between the two camps, Trairong said the govern- 
ment had given the opponents a chance to reel off 
reasons against passage of the bill. but instead, the 
opposition MPs resorted to “delaying tactics.” 


As a result, he said, the government whips had to come 
up with a move to close the debate for a vote. 
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House Speaker Chuan Likphai dismissed the Opposi- 
tion’s accusation that the House was under a dictatorial 
rule by the government 


He agreed with Trairong that the opposition should not 
have employed the delaying tricks, including motions 
calling for roll call counts to check for a quorum, and 
their disappearance from the session to make the session 
short of a quorum. 


Chuan brushed aside a suggestion that the House was in 
Crisis as a result of a commotion, which broke out when 
Deputy House Speaker Chumphon Sinlapa-acha was 
asking for a vote to close the debate on the copyright 
amendment. 


Opposition MPs accused Chumphol, who was chairing 
the session, of exercising ‘dictatorial powers” in favour 
of the government while they traded shouts and boos 
with government MPs during the pandemonium. 


“It’s not a crisis, but only a political game played by the 
Opposition,” he said. 


Earlier, opposition Ruam Thai secretary general Piyanat 
Watcharaphon (Sisaket) called the government “a polit- 
ical tyrant” for its move to close the debate. 


He charged that Chumphon deliberately prevented 
opposition MPs from airing their views against the 
copyright amendment. 


“This is a shameful dictatorial act,”’ he said. 


Piyanat called on the government to replace Chumphon. 


Ambassador to U.S. Resignation Approved 
BK250228 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Nov 87 p4 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday con- 
firmed he had approved the resignation of Thai Ambas- 
sador to the United States Asa Sarasin. 


Mr Asa submitted his resignation recently, ACM [Air 
Chief Marshal] Sitthi said, adding that the ambassador's 
decision has nothing to do with the copyright amend- 
ment bill. 


Mr Asa has agreed to join Phadaeng Industries Co as 
president. 


His resignation will be effective on March 31, 1988 and 
he will take up his new post on April |. 
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Soviet Leaders Send Messages to Prem 
BK260318 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Nov 87 p 1 


[Text] Top Soviet leaders yesterday had their messages 
conveyed to Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon to under- 
score the importance that Moscow attaches to his 
planned visit to the socialist nation. 


In their messages conveyed to the premier by Soviet 
Ambassador Anatoliy Ivanovich Valkov, Soviet Com- 
munist Party secretary general Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Prime Minister Nikolay Ryzhkov said they were happy 
that Gen Prem had accepted an invitation to visit the 
Soviet Union. 


The official visit, they said in the messages, will help 
promote bilateral relations. The development represents 
a natural course characterized by the two sides’ sincerity 
and common desire toward cooperation, the Soviet 
leaders said. 


Deputy Government Spokesman Montri Chenwitkan 
said the Soviet ambassador told the premier that the 
Soviet Union appreciated Thailand’s efforts to defuse 
tension in the region and solve the Kampuchean conflict. 


The envoy also said the Kremlin was ready to take into 
consideration all innovative and constructive ideas to 
facilitate a political settlement of the stalemate. 


Valkov also reaffirmed the Soviet leaders’ invitation for 
the premier to visit the country. 


In response, Prem complimented the Soviet leaders and 
government for their contributions to the promotion of 
peace in Southeast Asia. He said he was willing to visit 
the Soviet Union at an appropriate time. 


The premier said he would discuss cooperation in navi- 
gation, fishing and taxation avoidance with the Soviet 
leaders during the trip. 


Summing up the meeting, Montri said the premier and 
the ambassador agreed to encourage efforts to solve the 
Kampuchean issue. They also agreed to cooperate with 
each other to realize peace in the region. 


On Nov 19-20, Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawa- 
lit Yongchaiyut visited the Soviet Union to pave the way 
for the premier’s official trip. 


Foreign Ministry Vietnam Policy Criticized 
BK251218 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 
21 Nov 87 pp 9, 14 


{Column by Chiangkhwang: “Reasons Behind Vietnam's 
Show of Force”’] 


[Text] The army secretary general reported that enemy 
forces fired 82mm mortar shells into Ban Khlong Luk, 
Tambon Khlong Luk, Aranyaprathet District, Prachin 
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Buri Province on 15 November at 1450. Thai soldiers 
were injured by shrapnel. They returned fire. The 
exchange ended at 1600, presumably when the enemy's 
firing post was hit and damaged. 


The army secretary general noted that Vietnamese 
harassment resumed with the arrival of the dry season. 
This year it started earlier. In previous years it started in 
December. 


Vietnamese harassment of Thailand reflects our diplo- 
matic failure. Thailand should take a close look at its 
foreign policy. Observers noted that our foreign minister 
always visited Europe, America, or ASEAN countries, 
but rarely visited the Eastern bloc, or other communist 
countries. 


Diplomacy means contacts aimed at strengthening rela- 
tions with other countries. How can we discriminate 
against some countries if our diplomacy is meant to 
protect national interests. 


The prime minister only decided to visit the Soviet 
Union in the 8th year of his tenure following suggestion 
by the Foreign Ministry after heavy criticism against its 
extreme pro-U.S., and pro-China stance. In other words, 
we have just realized that Vietnam is being backed by the 
Soviet Union, and if we do not talk to its big brother, 
Thailand will continue to have problems with Vietnam- 
ese provocations every year. 


The United States, our great friend, has come up with 
several demands, regarding the copyright law, and 
export quota, for example. Thailand has suffered from 
the dumping of U.S rice onto world markets. It has never 
been given any U-S. consideration to help shore up its 
paddy price. On the contrary, Thailand’s rice exports 
have suffered from the U.S. measure of long-term credits 
for its rice exporters. 


Of late, Thailand has secured new rice customers among 
the Muslim countries which consider the United States 
their enemy. Thailand’s rice sales to those countries is 
therefore a result of international politics, and not in the 
least an achievement of our foreign minister. Nor is it an 
achievement of the commerce minister who is of the 
same party [Social Action Party]. Iran, which does not 
buy rice from the United States, turned to Thailand for 
its supply which Thailand always has available. 


We should take this opportunity to review our problem 
of losses from rice sales and whether, under such a 
situation, Thailand should sell its rice at a loss. 


Vietnam has the problem of national unification. North 
Vietnam conquered South Vietnam, and sent occupation 
troops to the south. Vietnamese soldiers from the south 
are, meanwhile, dispatched to Cambodia. Vietnamese 
fighting in Cambodia is based on its foreign policy to 
dominate Cambodia, and at the same time to get rid of 
bad elements in the South Vietnamese army by sending 
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them to fight in Cambodia. Vietnam meanwhile told the 
Soviet Union its occupation of Cambodia is under 
communist imperialist expansion. It needs support from 
the Soviet Union in the form of weapons and food. 


Vietnamese provocations against China and Thailand 
are in fact a war for its own benefit because, with the 
fighting still going on, the Soviet Union will keep sending 
weapons and food supplies to Vietnam. Vietnam was 
heavily beset by drought and unseasonal rains during the 
past dry season. This is why the provocations against 
Thailand started earlier this year. Vietnam wants the 
Soviet Union to send supplies to it soon. We can also 
anticipate Vietnamese provocations against China to 
start earlier this year if scarcity continues to prevail. 


Anyway, the Soviet Union itself is this year beset by the 
problem of internal strife. Although the elements con- 
ducting criticism against Gorbachev's policy have been 
purged, and the Soviet leader can safeguard political 
stability, it does not seem that the Soviet Union is ready 
for any drastic policy change in international affairs at 
this time when an open criticism against the Soviet 
leadership, something which has never happened before 
in the Soviet Union, is already evident. 


The Soviet Union may tone down its support for Viet- 
nam. This should be the right moment for Thailand to 
strike while the iron is hot. In fact, a good craftsman 
should already have struck hard when he first came to 
office seven years ago. 


Diplomacy means to achieve good relations. But for 
Thailand, it means taking sides. How could we then say 
that our policy is independent? 


To strike when the iron is hot does not mean we have to 
be hot-tempered. If only our leader had gone to Moscow 
in his first year in office, and made the visits once in a 
while whenever we had something to discuss with the 
Soviet leaders. What would the Soviet Union have to 
blame us for if we demonstrated our intention for peace. 
What is the use of a small country bullying, or blockad- 
ing others, or boycotting trade or friendly contacts with 
others. 


The war has been over for many years, still the United 
States is busy with its search for the remains of soldiers 
killed or for the return of Amerasians. This is just an 
excuse to keep open the lines of communications and 
maintain relations. Although a big power, it does not 
resort to bullying. It realizes the significance of commu- 
nications. We can exchange views even though we are on 
different camps. 


Our leader, being impatient, sends the army chief first 
for the sounding out. General Chawalit [Yongchaiyut] is 
not a hot-tempered man. He is polite. He is not a gullible 
man neither. 
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Let Vietnam continue to show its might while we try 
with talks. If Vietnam keeps up with its provocations 
against Thailand and China while logistic supplies are 
diminishing, Vietnam will be in trouble. Maybe Vietnam 
will be forced to shift from war to farming one day 
because nobody cares for war—except for Vietnam and 
some important figures in Thailand. 


Trade Policy Reviewed 
BK261010 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 24 Nov 87 p 8 


{Editorial: “Trade With Vietnam And The Repeated 
Question” 


[Text] On Sunday [22 November] Vietnamese Deputy 
Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet spoke for 20 minutes with 
Thai Deputy Prime Minister Phong Sarasin during a 
stopover in Bangkok on his way home after a 7-day visit 
to Indonesia. The major topic of their discussion was the 
need for Thailand to open official trade links with 
Vietnam. 


Vietnam has on several occasions called for bilateral 
trade with Thailand, but the Thai side says that Vietnam 
should withdraw its troops from Cambodia if it wants 
the two countries to open official trade ties. 


So, Vietnam’s call for direct trade links was nothing new, 
and Thailand’s answer should be no different from in the 
past. There are some new aspects to Vietnam’s request— 
they asked the Thai government to allow the private 
sector to trade more with Vietnam—but the Thai deputy 
prime minister responded cautiously to the Vietnamese 
proposal on the ground that while the Thai government 
does not prohibit its private sector from trading with 
Vietnam, it also does not encourage such trade. 


Thailand’s present stand on trade with Vietnam seems 
suitable as far as foreign policy is concerned because it 
isolates Vietnam from the group which opposes Hanoi’s 
action in Cambodia. Economically speaking, however, 
we should look at the benefits we would gain from 
trading with Vietnam since that country badly needs 
products from Thailand and there is no need for us to 
import many Vietnamese goods. 


Vietnam’s production lines are still very weak following 
the chaos of the war, so Hanoi has to to depend on 
foreign goods, especially consumer products. 


Some products which Vietnam needs are regarded as 
Strategic goods, such as ready-made wear, canvas, tents, 
chemicals, barbed wire, canned food, canned fish, plastic 
utensils, soap, toothpaste and cigarettes. Some third 
countries such as Singapore and Laos, or even Thai 
fishermen, have been sending or smuggling such goods 
from Thailand to Vietnam. 


As a result, we should consider our country’s income 
rather than politics if we look at our relations with 
Vietnam from an economic point of view. If we want to 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


change this policy, we could adopt other measures to 
pressure Vietnam to withdraw its troops from Cambodia 
instead of refusing to trade as a punishment. There are 
some opportunists trying to use the political conflict as a 
tool to reap benefits from us. The measures to be used in 
dealing with Vietnam should be from the cooperation of 
an international organization bigger than ASEAN. 


Vietnamese Artillery Hits Border Village 
BK260150 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
26 Nov 87 p7 


[Text] Aranyaprathet—Twenty-six rounds of Vietnam- 
ese artillery and mortar fire landed two kilometres inside 
Thai territory yesterday at the border village of Khao 
Din, about 50 kilometres south of the district town. 


Burapha Task Force commander Maj-Gen Manat 
Aramsi said the cross-border shelling lasted two hours 
from 9 a.m. as Thai authorities were working to com- 
plete an eight-kilometre-long strategic canal along the 
border with tractors and bulldozers. 


The shelling began at 9 a.m., with 14 rounds landing two 
kilometres inside Thai territory. The Thai force warned 
the Vietnamese against the shelling by firing mortar 
rounds to Khlong Nam Sai canal, a natural border line. 


Despite the warning, the Vietnamese fired 12 more 
rounds of 105mm artillery and 82mm mortars into 
Thailand. The shelling stopped after Thai soldiers fired 
further warning rounds. 


Maj-Gen Manat said the Vietnamese soldiers might have 
mistaken the bulldozers and tankers at the canal for 
tanks. He said he would send a note to the Vietnamese 
via the bridge at Klong Luk adjoining Aranyaprathet and 
Poipet to explain the real situation. 


The area opposite the Thai-Kampuchean border at Ban 
Khao Din has been a battleground between the Vietnam- 
ese and Khmer Rouge resistance forces. 


10 Fishing Boats Reported Seized by Vietnam 
BK260918 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 
26 Nov 87 pp 1, 6 


[Text] At 1000 on 24 November the fishery department 
radiocenter in Samut Prakan Province received a radio 
message from the fishing boat Sin Savam Nawi 7 saying 
that three armed Vietnamese speedboats with about 30 
crewmen aboard were escorting away 10 Thai boats and 
about 200 crewmen aboard which were fishing in inter- 
national waters. The boats were: Surasak Nawi 2, Sin 
Savam Nawi 3, Sin Phaibun 4, Phrom Narin 8, Det 
Amarin, Nathi Thong 14, P. Charoen Samut 1, Luktao 
Namchok, J. Panda, and Kamon Nawin. 
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At 1300 on 25 November, a radio message from a 
captured boat to the Samut Prakan center said the 
captured boats had been taken to (?Chau Doc). The 
message broke off abruptly as if it was being sent by a 
crewman from a secret radio set. 


The owner of Nathi Thong 14, one of the captured boats, 
said he is depressed about the loss of the boat—which 
cost 3-5 million baht—and crewmen. 


Minister on Fishing Near Malaysian Border 
BK240649 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0000 GMT 21 Nov 87 


[Text] Speaking to journalists yesterday, Arun Phanu- 
phong, minister attached to the Prime Minister's office, 
said a joint fishing venture between Thailand and 
Malaysia has made progress to a certain extent but 
Outstanding issues affecting it are overlapping territorial 
waters and legal problems—the settlement of which will 
be discussed with the Malaysian officials concerned. 
Arun said the problem needing immediate attention is 
the large number of Thai fishing boats being seized by 
Malaysia and the delay in such news reaching Thai 
authorities, in some cases after the court had already 
made a ruling. In any event, Thai officials will provide 
the best assistance possible when they are timely 
informed. The main issue is the locations at which the 
boats are seized since this is difficult to verify when at 
sea. Arun said discussions will have to be held with the 
Malaysian side to address the matter seriously; at that 
time the problems will be effectively solved because the 
Malaysian side will have indicated a desire to tackle 
them. 


ASEAN Summit To Focus on Economic Issues 
BK250218 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Nov 87 p 3 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila led a team of 
senior Officials yesterday to brief Prime Minister Prem 
Tinsulanon on the upcoming ASEAN summit in Manila. 


Sitthi told reporters at the end of the two-hour briefing 
that the team reviewed key issues that are expected to be 
raised during the summit on Dec 14-16. 


PM’s [Prime Minister's] Office Minister Arun Phanu- 
phong said the summit will focus on economic issues to 
Strengthen the economic cooperation among ASEAN 
countries. 


He said ASEAN countries have realized that they have to 
reduce tariff barriers to promote intra-ASEAN trade. 


Sitthi said Prem and his delegation will leave for Manila 
either on Dec 13 or 14. 
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Cabinet Approves Import Tariff Reductions 
BK250224 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Nov 87 p 1 


[Text] Cabinet yesterday approved a Finance Ministry 
request calling for cuts in import duties on sports equip- 
ment, electrical appliances and other items considered to 
be luxury goods. 


Government Spokesman Michai Wirawaithaya said the 
reduction will cost the Government approximately 135 
million baht in reduced tax revenue. 


The Finance Ministry, however, is expected to make up 
the shortfall with higher income from other taxes. 


Also affected by the tax change are camera lenses, raw 
materials for the assembly of solar cells. 


Taxes on industrial shoes, which are currently duty-free, 
will be increased by 10-30 per cent to promote local 
brands. 


Taxes on sports equipment, including sportswear, will be 
reduced to between 10-40 per cent from the present 
50-100. 


Taxes on electrical equipment, including television 
a??werders and components, will be cut by between 
50-60 per cent. 


Certain types of camera lenses will also have import 
duties reduced to between 10-25 per cent from the 
present 40 per cent. 


Taxes on raw materials used in the production of false 
teeth, presently 35 per cent, will be completly scrapped. 


Taxes on photo voltaic cells will be reduced from 35 to 
10 per cent to encourage production of solar cells in this 
country. 


Chawalit Receives Calls To Stage ‘Coup’ 
BK260754 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Nov 87 p 1 


[Text] Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut yesterday received several phone calls that urged 
him to stage a coup in the wake of the pandemonium in 
the House of Representatives over the copyright amend- 
ment. 


Chawalit mentioned the phone calls during his talk on 
“National security in my opinion,” at a dinner meeting 
of the Bangkok Metropolitan Lions Club at Hyatt Cen- 
tral Plaza Hotel last night. 


“The callers complained about the chaos in the House, 
the quarrels and cursing between government and oppo- 
sition MPs,” Chawalit reported. 
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He added that the callers, whom the identified only as 
“friends in Parliament”, urged him to lead a military 
takeover in order to close the House and initiate political 
reform. 


But Chawalit turned down the suggestions, reasoning 
that stqaging a coup now would bring the country back to 
the “vicious circle: of political underdevelopment and 
dictatorship. 


He told the Lions that Thai politics is in the “twilight 
zone” of political development and political chaos is 
expected at this stage. Everyone has to keep cool and 
understand that it takes time to develop the political 
system, he said. 


Asked whether it is necessary for a prime minister to 
have army support, Chawalit said soldiers are part of the 
people and every prime minister needs acceptance and 
support of the majority of the people. ““Having army 
support is definitely a good thing,: he added. 


Chawalit, answering reporters’ questions, said his men 
closely monitored the House meeting yesterday and kept 
him informed of all developments. But he said the chaos 
did not worry him. 


Charges Against 1985 Coupists Dropped 
BK270715 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[Statement by Interior Minister General Prachuap Sun- 
tharangkun; given during a press conference on 27 
November at Interior Ministry—recorded] 


[Text] Thirty-three suspects [of the 9 September 1985 
coup attempt] submitted an appeal to the prime minister 
for his mercy saying that they have been detained for 
more than 2 years, causing them and their families great 
suffering. Children and wives of these suspects also 
submitted similar appeals to the prime minister. 


After consideration, the prime minister feels that the 
appealers are junior military and civilian officials and 
their long detention period during the prosecution pro- 
cess has indeed caused pitiful suffering not only to 
themselves but to their families as well. The prime 
minister therefore has instructed the Public Prosecution 
Department to speed up the trial of suspects in the case. 


With a desire of the government to discontinue legal 
prosecution against the appealers as they have already 
suffered enough, and considering that, as testimonies of 
witnesses during the trial indicate that as junior military 
and civilian officials they must have carried out the 
orders of their superiors and did not initiate their 
activities by themselves, continuation of legal prosecu- 
tion against them would not serve the interest of the 
public at large. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Therefore, it is deemed appropriate that legal prosecu- 
tion against the appealers be discontinued by withdraw- 
ing the case against them as instructed by the prime 
minister and the order of the Interior Ministry. Accord- 
ingly, an order has been issued for the withdrawal of legal 
prosecution against the 33 appealers and a recommen- 
dation has been submitted to the police director general 
in accordance with Article 145 of the Criminal Proce- 
dures Law. The police director general has concurred 
with the recommendation of the prosecutors. The pro- 
cess has thus been completed. The prosecutors will now 
file for withdrawal of the case for those appealers from 
the court. 


The remainder [those suspects who are not covered by 
the order for the withdrawal of the case] are senior 
officials who were masterminds or leaders of the inci- 
dent. The government deems that judicial process 
against them should continue. 


Crown Prince’s Son To Be Ordained Novice Monk 
BK240835 Bangkok DAILY NEWS in Thai 
22 Nov 87 pp I, 2 


[Excerpt] M.C. [Momchao] Chuthathawat Mahidon [son 
of] of His Royal Highness the Crown Prince will be 
ordained as a novice monk on | December and will 
remain at Bowonniwet Temple until 22 December 


According to a report, M.C. Chuthathawat Mahidon will 
be ordained as a novice monk at Bowonniwet Temple on 
| December. He will arrive at the temple with the Crown 
Prince in a vehicle from the Royal Guard regiment at 
0900. After changing his clothes, he will have his hair 
ceremonially cut by the Crown Prince and Mom Sucha- 
rini Mahidon before cutting by an official concerned. At 
1009 Somdet Phra Yansangwon will perform the ordi- 
nation function. [passage omitted] 


Vietnam 


Counterrevolutionaries Captured in Laos 
BK261132 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 26 Nov 87 


[Text] According to a report by the Supreme People’s 
Court, in July and August 1987 the Lao armed forces and 
people in Savarane and Sekong Provinces, acting in 
coordination with Vietnamese Army _ volunteers, 
destroyed and captured a group of nearly 200 counter- 
revolutionaries led by Hoang Co Minh, ex-rear admiral 
of the Saigon puppet administration, seeking to infiltrate 
Vietnam from Thailand via Lao territory. This is a 
dangerous counterrevolutionary group fostered by ultra- 
rightist forces in a number of countries and sent to 
Vietnam for armed activities against the socialist system 
and for sabotage against our people's peaceful national 
construction. 
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Acting in compliance with international law and custom 
and at the request of the SRV Government, the LPDR 
Government has turned over to Vietnam all the crimi- 
nals together with the necessary incriminating evidence 
seized in Laos. 


The Supreme People’s Court will soon convene a hearing 
to try the aforementioned criminals. 


‘No Australians’ Among Group To Stand Trial 
BK271121 Hong Kong AFP in English 1015 GMT 
27 Nov 87 


[Text] Canberra, Nov 27 (AFP)}—The Vietnamese For- 
eign Ministry has told the Australian Embassy in Hanoi 
that there are no Australians among a group of suspected 
insurgents expected to go on trial soon in Vietnam, the 
Foreign Affairs Department here said. 


A spokesman said Vietnam had informed the embassy 
that all the “counterrevolutionaries” involved were Viet- 
namese citizens. 


The spokesman said various reports from Bangkok and 
Vientiane had indicated that about 14 out of the 200 
alleged insurgents could be Australian citizens, former 
Vietnamese who fled the country after the fall of Saigon 
in 1975. 


“They (the Vietnamese) said no one holds an Australian 
passport nor has anyone made a claim to Australian 
citizenship,” the Australian spokesman said, but added 
that the Vietnamese Government would treat anyone 
born in Vietnam as Vietnamese, whether or not they had 
adopted another country’s citizenship. 


The Australian Government would “continue to press 
for full information,” the spokesman said. 


He said Vietnam had confirmed that members of an 
armed group were being detained, but would give no 
details of the number of people involved. 


Earlier reports alleged that the men belonged to a group 
called “Resistance,” and planned to set up a rural-based 
guerrilla movement to fight the communist Hanoi gov- 
ernment. 


The insurgents are expected to go on trial soon at the 
People’s Supreme Court in Hanoi, although some 
sources here have said that the trial could take place in 
Ho Chi Mihn City, formerly Saigon. 
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Troop Pullout From PRK Set for 27 November 
BK270924 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[NHAN DAN article by Ngoc Ban—date and title not 
given] 


[Excerpts] Implementing an agreement reached by the 
two countries, the sixth partial withdrawal of Vietnam- 
ese Army volunteers from Cambodia will be carried out 
today, 27 November. [passage omitted] 


It will be the first time for Kompong Som Port to bid 
farewell to the Vietnamese Army volunteers. The two 
brigades of the 99th Divisional Group will gather here 
before they start pulling out by sea. A large amount of 
technical equipment and weapons will also be shipped 
back by freighters. 


Intensive preparations have been made for the troop 
pullout. At the headquarters of the 99th Divisional 
Group, the comrade propaganda and training cadres 
gave us some details about the trials and hardship that 
members of the two brigades have gone through. [pas- 
Sage omitted] 


Pham Hung Receives Soviet Naval Commander 
BK261333 Hanoi VNA in English 1520 GMT 
26 Nov 87 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Nov 26—Pham Hung, Politburo 
member of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central 
Committee, and chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
received at the presidential palace here this morning a 
delegation of the visiting convoy of the Soviet navy led 
by Rear Admiral A.R. Kurich, vice commander of the 
Soviet Pacific Fleet. 


Present at the reception were Senior Lieutenant-General 
Tran Van Quang, deputy minister of defence; Rear 
Admiral Giap Van Quong, commander of the Vietnam- 
ese Navy. Soviet Ambaassador D.I. Kachin, and M.G. 
Parfentiev, ministry attache of the Soviet Embassy, were 
also present. 


Nguyen Van Linh Speaks With Intellectuals 
BK251029 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 28 Oct 87 pp 1, 2 


[P.V.’s report: “Two Memorable Days”’} 


[Summary] “Note from the Editorial Staff: As reported 
by Saigon Giai Phong, Comrade Nguyen Van Linh held 
a meeting with nearly 100 writers, artists, and cultural 
workers on 6-7 October in Hanoi. In today’s issue, we 
reprint a report on that meeting which was originally 
published in the 17 October 1987 issue No 42 of Van 
Nghe, organ of the Vietnam Writers Association.” 
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Although not many southerners could make it due to 
distance, the participatants at today’s meeting with the 
highest party leader represented a broad spectrum of the 
nation’s intelligentsia, cultural workers, writers, and 
artists. They included such well-known figures as novel- 
ists Nguyen Khai, Anh Duc, Te Hanh, and Nguyen Minh 
Chau; stage workers Duong Ngoc Duc, Tat Dat, Pham 
Thi Thanh, and Nguyen Dinh Nghi; composers Huy Du. 
Pham Tuyen, and Ai Van; sculptors Nguyen Tu Nghiem 
and Phan Ke An; architects Ta My Duat and Trong Chi: 
film workers Tran Dac, Hai Ninh, and Bui Dinh Hac: 
photographer Hoang Tu Trai and Dinh Ngoc Thong; and 
cultural workers Nguyen Khac Vien, Phan Huy Le, Nong 
Quoc Chan, and Phan Huu Dat. These names are not 
only linked with cultural and artistic creations but also to 
thinking about major pressing issues facing the country, 
society, and the time. For, in the last analysis, the most 
profound thoughts about arts always stem from reflec- 
tions on society, the nation, and the time. 


“There are some statistics that are, perhaps, worthy of 
note. In 2 days totaling nearly 15 hours of work, after 
introductory remarks by Comrade Tran Do, head of the 
party Central Committee’s Culture, Literature, and Arts 
Department, Comrade General Secretary Nguyen Van 
Linh made an opening speech lasting for about 5 min- 
utes; and before the meeting concluded, he gave an 
address exactly 50 minutes long. Apart from that, during 
the 2-day meeting, he spent the rest of the time atten- 
tively hearing the participants express their views. 
Reflecting on this, literature critic Nguyen Dang Manh 
observed: During our previous meetings with party and 
State leaders, they usually spoke from beginning to end 
and we did nothing but listen to them talk before going 
home. At this meeting, things were different, and this in 
itself is a sign of renovation. 


“The opening speech by the comrade general secretary 
was an invitation to look squarely at the truth. He said: 
...| am wondering about one thing. Is it true that follow- 
ing the day of national liberation, our literary and artistic 
achievements have perhaps been poorer than before? If 
it is not, | am happy. But if it is, | want to know why. Is 
it because of censorship and restrictions imposed by the 
leadership? ...If this has happened, I suggest that we 
make it a topic of discussion. Comrades, I wish to hear 
your views....” 


Poet Huy Can talked about the maturity of writers and 
artists, about the impediments caused by local party 
committee echelons due to their inadequate understand- 
ing of literature and arts; about the function of arts 
which, according to him, is to bring man back to his 
community; about the loss of the nation’s literary and 
artistic assets; and so forth. However, he failed to make 
truly frank and profound observations on any subject 
perhaps because he dealt with too many issues at the 
same time. Poet Te Hanh voiced his thoughts about the 
development of our poetry over the past 30 years. 
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The meeting became animated when theoretician Ho 
Ngoc answered directly to the comrade general secre- 
tary’s question. He said: “Yes, our literature and arts are 
very poor—poor and backward like our country at 
present.” According to him, “literature and arts and 
politics are two ideological configurations which share 
the same superstructure...” but “we have equated and, 
even worse, identified literature and arts with politics, 
considering literature and arts as an instrument for 
serving politics in a rude and simplistic manner...; and 
have turned literature and arts into a weapon for propa- 
ganda and propaganda itself...."" The views raised by Ho 
Ngoc could be challenged in many respects, but it was 
obvious that he had succeeded in steering today’s discus- 
sion to the crux of the problem, which was by no means 
a small feat. While presenting his views, Ho Ngoc at 
times exercised caution by talking in a roundabout way 
to avoid misunderstanding. ““Reminding him at one of 
such moments, the comrade general secretary said: 


“No changes would be possible if you continue beating 
around the bush.” 


Cultural worker Nguyen Khac Vien did not beat around 
the bush. His report was brief, concise, and to the point. 
He said frankly: “In past years, literature and arts has 
failed to fully act out its role because of restrictions. In 
recent years, the leadership provided for literature and 
arts have, on many occasions, been too rudimentary. 
Machetes and axes—tools for clearing forests—have 
been used to trim the branches and kill the worms in a 
garden of exquisite flowers.... Journalists, writers, and 
movie makers are regularly reminded to do this and not 
to do that. They are tied down by a sort of taboo...; and 
occasionally, a case would make the headline: a certain 
press article, book, or motion picture is condemned for 
its ‘revisionist,’ ‘antiparty,’ ‘instigating,’...tendencies. A 
court sentence usually has its time limit, and the convict 
can go free after serving his sentence. But a court 
sentence involving literature arts will forever hang above 
the head of the condemned—a life sentence that may 
harm even his offspring and their children...’ Proceed- 
ing from these frank observations, he suggested the field 
of literature and arts. 


The comrade general secretary cordially shook hands 
with Nguyen Khac Vien and received a copy of his 


report. 


Novelist Anh Duc and playwright Tao Mat did not 
restrict their remarks to literature and arts. “They dealt 
at length with a major demand of the people and of our 
society at present—‘the demand for democratization.’ 
‘Democracy is the promise made by our party to the 
people since the days of the war against foreign aggres- 
sion. The party must keep its promise to the people.’ It 
should also be noted that ‘we do not yet have a demo- 
cratic tradition.” 
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Expressing the same views but from another angle, 
literature c7itic Nguyen Dang Manh said: “The vital 
issue of literature and arts is freedom. Literature and arts 
is like a bird. A caged bird will not sing or only sing out 
of tune; but one is afraid that if freed, it may fly away. 
Good leadership is meant to make the bird of literature 
and arts soar aloft and sing in our sky of freedom...” 


Film directors Tran Dac and Hai Ninh referred to the 
bigoted and narrow-minded concepts that are restricting 
the great capabilities of our film sector, and called for 
renovation in this regard. ““The comrade general secre- 
tary reminded Tran Dac and also all the people in the 
fierce, difficult, and hard struggle for renovation: ‘Help 
Yourselves and God will help you.”” 


Writer Nguyen Quang Sang returned to the first question 
posed by the comrade general secretary. He said: **...‘Our 
literature and arts has been poor over the past few 
years...;> and ‘it has been made even poorer’ due to 
incorrect assessment by leaders.” According to him, 
writers now do not yet enjoy true freedom in their 
creative work. “Obviously, writers are always obsessed 
with worry and, if not fear, consternation—consterna- 
tion about someone from higher up, about people 
around them, and about themselves....” 


From a theoretical standpoint, historian Nguyen Hong 
Phong expounded on the issue of party leadership over 
literature and arts. He said: 


“It is definite that the party must provide leadership 
over literature and arts. But who is the party? How 
should leadership be provided?... The party should set 
the orientations rather than go too deep into the partic- 
ulars.” 


... Perhaps it will be a very long time before we can fully 
understand and evaluate the significance and impact of 
this 2-day meeting which can only be described as a 
historic event. 


Gen Le Duc Anh Addresses Youth Congress 


Part I 
BK231101 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1400 GMT 17 Nov 87 


[Part | of speech by Senior General Le Duc Anh, defense 
minister, at Third All-Army Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union Congress held in Hanoi on 16-18 Novem- 
ber—recorded] 


[Text] Dear comrades and friends: 


We are very elated to hear many delegates speak out on 
the real situation of youths and youth work and give 
many important suggestions about youth work, the activ- 
ities of youth unions, and the leadership provided for the 
youths by party organizations at all levels in the Army. 
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We welcome these suggestions as they reflect the respon- 
sibility, ardor, and intellect of the youths toward youth 
work and toward the leadership provided for the youths 
in the army party organizations and the party Central 
Committee’s Military Commission. 


Today, may I, on behalf of the party Central Commit- 
tee’s Military Commission and the Ministry of National 
Defense, talk to the youths about some issues which are 
now of particular concern to army youth unions as well 
as Army party organizations. Based on the realities of 
combat, combat readiness, productive labor, and inter- 
national duty of our Army, and through youth union 
congresses held at various levels and today’s All-Army 
Youth Union Congress, we affirm that although there 
remain certain aspects that must be resolutely 0. 2rcome. 
Generally speaking, the youths in the Army have, in the 
new stage of the revolution, clearly displayed their strong 
points and always developed their role as the party’s 
revolutionary assault force in all spheres of work; stood 
ready to surmount all difficulties, hardships, and trials, 
and make sacrifices in combat for national defense and 
international duty; actively engaged in productive labor 
and national construction; and enthusiastically under- 
taken studies and work assignments—thereby making 
worthy contributions to the successful fulfillment of all 
tasks entrusted by the party and state. [applause] 


The youth union congresses at all levels in the Army 
have reflected the spirit of renovation set fo-th by the 
Sixth Party Congress by looking squarely at the truth; 
ensuring democracy and openness; and conducting 
direct, straightforward, open-minded, and fair talks 
between youths and leading cadres at all levels. This is 
proof of a new change in youth work motivation and in 
the leadership provided to youths in the Army by party 
organizations. 


Along with holding discussions and contributing sugges- 
tions to the Draft Political Report and the Draft Amend- 
ment of the Union Statutes prepared by the Ho Chi 
Minh Communist Youth Union Central Committee, the 
youth union congresses, from grass-roots units to the 
All-Army Youth Union Congress have discussed impor- 
tant issues related to youth work in the Army. 


It is the desire of youths in the Army to see party 
committee leading cadres at all levels renovate their 
thinking. points of view, and leadership patterns; stay 
close to youths and pay attention to their legitimate 
aspirations; and create conditions for them to develop 
their revolutionary role and make greater contributions 
to the struggle to build the armed forces, consolidate 
national defense, and safeguard the fatherland. It is the 
desire of youths to see leading cadres and all cadres and 
party members set shining examples for them to follow. 
It is their desire to have party committee echelons, 
commanders, and political organs at all levels pay greater 
attention to youth work; care for the youth union orga- 
nizations and activities at the grass-roots level: and build 
and improve the contingent of party cadres. It is their 
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desire to have the party, state, armed forces, and admin- 
istration at all levels pay greater attention to training and 
preparing youths so they can set their minds at ease and 
satisfactorily fulfill their military service. Efforts should 
be made to create employment opportunities for youths 
after they finish their active military service. This way, 
they will be able to normalize their everyday life and 
continue to develop their role in national construction 
and defense. 


Those are burning issues of strategic significance that 
have been raised directly and urgently by youths in the 
Army. The party Central Committee’s Military Commis- 
sion and the Ministry of National Defense welcome 
these issues and consider a number of them to be tasks 
that must be carried out immediately, first of all, by 
party organizations, commanders, and political organs at 
all levels so as to meet youths’ legitimate demands and 
create conditions for youths to vigorously develop their 
role in the revolutionary undertaking and turn them- 
selves into new socialist people. 


A youth movement to show oneself worthy of being 
called a soldier of Uncle Ho is being initiated among 
youths in the Army. This is a very appropriate, impor- 
tant, and practical measure aimed at restoring and 
developing the fine revolutionary tradition and militant 
strength of our armed forces. The youth union con- 
gresses at all levels have discussed the issue very seri- 
ously and enthusiastically. This is the earnest expecta- 
tion of our people and party, and also the serious thought 
of the vast majority of our cadres, party members, and 
youths in the Army. 


May I take this opportunity to share a few thoughts 
regarding the above-mentioned problem with you, the 
outstanding representatives of our present-day young 
officers and men. 


Uncle Ho’s soldier was not a name invented and given to 
our military personnel by our Army itself, nor was it 
conferred upon our Army by the state. Instead, it origi- 
nated in the hearts of the Vietnamese people. The VPA 
has been organized, educated, and trained by the party 
and Uncle Ho. Our Army, which comprises the sons and 
daughters of the Vietnamese laboring people of different 
nationalities, originated from and fought for the people. 
It is a new type of army bearing the characteristics of the 
working class. It is magnificently brave, humble, simple, 
candid, mild, aud faithful and always acts in line with 
the shining examples set by great and respected Uncle 
Ho. Our Army, which is made up of Uncle Ho’s soldiers, 
always faithfully serves the people and wins their hearts 
and minds. It honors the elderly, loves children, respects 
women, and never intimidates the people or takes any- 
thing from them but always stands ready to give them a 
helping hand. The Army to people relationship is just 
like that of fish to water. 
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Faced with the enemies of our people, whether they are 
the aggressive imperialist chieftains or the reactionary 
expansionist forces, members of our Army stand ready 
to fight them and to spare no sacrifices, being deter- 
mined to fight and win for the sake of the fatherland’s 
independence and freedom, socialism, and the happiness 
of the people. As far as comrades-in-arms and comrades 
are concerned, they love one another as if they were born 
of the same parents and always remain united, help one 
another, and share joy and sorrow. Cadres love combat- 
ants under their charge, share their difficult problems, 
and pay attention to their daily meals, sleeping hours, 
progress, and development. They maintain a democrat- 
ic, equal, and friendly attitude toward their subordinates 
who, in turn, respect them and consider them to be their 
brothers and sisters, seriously implement all orders and 
instructions given by their commanders, and observe a 
self-imposed and strict discipline. 


As far as their friends are concerned, members of our 
Army uphold the lofty spirit of proletarian internation- 
alism, remain faithful to their friends and spare no 
sacrifices while fighting for their revolutionary cause or 
for the happiness of their people. In their eyes, by helping 
their friends, they are helping themselves. 


The image of Uncle Ho’s soldier also constitutes a fine 
example of someone who pursues an ideal in life; leads a 
simple life, and is humble, impartial, honest, and 
straightforward; studies hard and enthusiastically seeks 
knowledge; is a civilized, polite, and compassionate 
person; respects he who volunteers to serve other people: 
and assumes difficult tasks and leaves the easy ones to 
his friends. 


Uncle Ho’s soldiers are a cause of pride for our party and 
people, the models for revolutionary soldiers, and exem- 
plars of the personality of new men whom the party, 
Uncle Ho, and the people have strenuously educated and 
fostered. They represent the spiritual values of noble 
ethics, and a fine achievement scored by former genera- 
tions of army youth. They are also the crystallization of 
noble qualities of the working class and the fine tradi- 
tions of the Vietnamese nation which are manifested by 
the Vietnamese People’s Army. 


However, it is regrettable that over the past one year or 
so, the image of Uncle’s Ho soldiers has not been the 
same as it used to be. Faced with the complicated 
developments of the struggle between the two paths in 
the initial stage of the transitional period, and faced with 
the enemy’s many-sided attack, the difficulties of life, 
and the shortcomings and mistakes of the party and state 
in socioeconomic and troop management, quite a lot of 
negative influences have appeared in the Army which 
affect the nature and traditions of the Army and smudge 
the image of Uncle Ho’s soldiers. 


The Military Commission of the party Central Commit- 
tee and the National Defense Ministry are primarily 
responsible for this painful fact. Then again, the party 
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committees at all echelons, commanding cadres of all 
ranks, party cadres and members, and youths in our 
army must also be held responsible for it. Restoring, 
consolidating, and strengthening the revolutionary 
nature of the Army constitutes a major factor in the task 
of enhancing the political quality of the armed forces to 
a new high level which the Political Bureau has set forth 
in its resolution on the national defense duty. 


The Military Commission of the party Central Commit- 
tee agrees to and wholeheartedly supports the movement 
to make army youths worthy of the title of Uncle Ho’s 
soldiers which is set forth by the army youths. It is 
mainly because this movement has been launched at the 
right time and in the right direction to manifest the 
political reponsibility of youths. It is hoped that the army 
youths—the core of units and youth unions—bring into 
full play the revolutionary assault role of the party in 
order to glorify the image of Uncle Ho’s soldiers, make 
their great contributions to further enhancing the revo- 
lutionary nature and combat strength of the army, and 
fulfil the extremely important requirements of the revo- 
lution. This is also the earnest hope of our party and 


people. 


Part Il 
BK231411 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2330 GMT 17 Nov 87 


{Part Il of speech by Senior General Le Duc Anh, 
minister of Defense, at the Third All-Army Ho Chi Minh 
Communist Youth Union Congress held in Hanoi 16-18 
November—recorded] 


[Text] Dear friends, time goes by swiftly, in a short time 
youths of this generation will directly tackle the historic 
undertaking full of responsibility—defending the social- 
ist Vietnamese fatherland. It is the outstanding youths in 
the Army at present who will become key commanding 
and leading cadres in various units and sectors and at 
various levels of our Army. Comrades must think seri- 
ously and fully about the responsibilities of yourselves 
and your generation toward the task of building up the 
Army, consolidating national defense, and safeguarding 
the fatherland at present as well as in the future. 


It is the ideal and the objective of the struggle of our 
entire party, people, and armed forces to successfully 
build socialism, firmly defend the socialist fatherland, 
and translate all socioeconomic targets and major state 
policies laid down by the sixth party congress into 
realities in life. 


The enemy still has not abandoned its strategic schemes 
of weakening then invading our country. It has fren- 
ziedly waged a war of sabotage against us in all fields and 
also maps out major steps for its military adventure 
when it realizes that the situation is in their favor. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Our struggle for national defense is still subject to 
extraordinary complexity. Building socialism in the first 
stage of the transitional period along the correct renova- 
tive and creative line set forth by the sixth party congress 
is also a difficult and hard struggle full of ordeals in all 
fields. Meanwhile, our present national and interna- 
tional duties requires that our Army exert great efforts. 


Faced with this situation, it is necessary for our people’s 
armed forces—the core of the all-people struggle for 
national defense—to remain very firm and strong. 
Youths in the Army must be extremely active and 
creative in all fields. Particularly. they must constantly 
raise their awareness of the revolutionary targets and 
ideals, maintain their combat will, vigilance, and high 
combat readiness, and possess good military knowledge 
and a sense of severe discipline. They must strenuously 
undergo training, enthusiastically learn, race against 
time to enrich their knowledge, firmly grasp and master 
military technology, and maintain well weapons, equip- 
ment, and other technical facilities on hand and avail- 
able in units. 


In today’s era of building the regular and increasingly 
modern army of the revolutionary people. youths in the 
Army must surge forward to attain the peaks of technol- 
ogy. and make worthy contributions to the Army’s 
building and combat tasks and the national defense 
cause. Compared to the former generations of our army 
youths, the present generation of our army youths has a 
definitively prominent advantage that is the high level of 
their education and their relatively general knowledge. 
You, comrades, must bring this strength into play, make 
it become a real strength in training, combat readiness, 
and combat; in work and productive labor; in military 
science research and technology to support national 
defense. 


You must learn well in schools and from books, and 
most importantly you must learn regularly in real life, 
through training in combat readiness, combat, produc- 
tive labor, and work. You must learn from cadres, your 
comrades in arms; learn at the various forums, drills, and 
observation tours organized by youths in units. You 
must race 7" '"°t time to learn. These are the indispens- 
able qual youths. 


Youth must positively participate in labor productivity 
to contribute to national construction and improving the 
daily life. They must lead a healthy and moderate 
life-style in compliance with the living conditions of our 
Army and people. They must work hard, strive or 
progress, and scrupulously observe army regulations and 
discipline and the state law. while maintaining the qual- 
ity of self-respect, honesty, and modesty. They must lead 
a civilized life-style and know how to correctly maintain 
relations with their relatives as well as with friends in the 
society in a comradeship way. They must lead a life of an 
ideal youth who bravely struggles to protect justice and 
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eliminate backwardness, selfishness, and laziness. They 
must oppose the habit of leading an aimless life, seeking 
self-interest at all costs, and carrying out dishonest work. 


The Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union in the Army 
must carry out exemplary tasks and act as an assault 
force to struggle against negativism, build and develop a 
healthy and fine life-style of Uncle’s Ho soldiers. The 
youth union is dutybound to introduce its outstanding 
members to join the contingent of cadres and to posi- 
tively contribute to building pure, strong, and firm party 
and cadres. 


Elder cadres must clearly realize their responsibility 
toward the younger generation. They must pay more 
attention to educating, fostering, and training the youth. 
Cadres must work closely with grass-roots units, help the 
people, maintain an equal and open-minded treatment 
toward the youth; while listening to their ideas, aspira- 
tions, and legitimate requests. They must concretely and 
realistically create favorable conditions for stirring up a 
seething revolutionary impetus of youths, while develop- 
ing their dynamism and creativity. They must create 
favorable conditions for youth to develop their rights to 
collective mastery and their assault role at all units. 


Our Army has a very fine tradition of democracy. We 
must restore and develop this tradition in order to 
consolidate army discipline—a discipline of conscious- 
ness—and to strengthen unity between officers and com- 
batants and between party members and the people. 
Leading cadres must set brilliant examples for and act as 
scholars toward the youth. Failing to achieve these, they 
are not good cadres. 


Young party cadres and members must surge forward. 
They must consistently foster their skills in all aspects, 
study diligently, and develop the leadership and com- 
manding experiences drawn by the older cadres. 


This congress will mark a new advancing step in reno- 
vating activities of the union and the training of youth, 
in guiding youth at various party basic organizations, 
and in developing tasks and exemplary role of young 
party cadres and members in the Army. 


I wish the Third All-Army Youth Union Congress a 
brilliant success. Let youth in our Army be worthy as 
Uncle Ho’s soldiers. 


I wish all comrades a good heaith. [applause] 


Congress Adopts Letter 
BK251155 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1400 GMT 18 Nov 87 


[18 November “letter from the Third All-Army Ho Chi 
Minh Communist Youth Union Congress Members in 
the Armed Forces;” read by Hoang Van Khien, a repre- 
sentative of units now on international mission in Cam- 
bodia, at the congress’s closing session in Hanoi] 


[Text] Dear comrades: The Third All-Army Ho Chi 
Minh Communist Youth Union Congress met in Hanoi 
from 16-18 November 1987 and concluded with fine 
success. 
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Those attending the congress were deeply moved at 
having those sacred moments when they felt, with una- 
bated affection and boundless gratitude, living by the 
side of esteemed Uncle Ho. They felt very proud when 
recalling those glorious and heroic pages of history of 
their forefathers’ generations and of the glorious party 
and the heroic nation. 


The congress had the honor of welcoming the heartfelt 
sentiments and the sincere and profound advice given by 
Comrade Nguyen Van Linh, general secretary of the 
CPV Central Committee, by Comrade Le Duc Anh, and 
by various comrades standing members of the party 
Central Committee’s Military Commission. 


With joy and elation, the congress welcomed Comrade 
Vu Mao, member of the CPV Central Committee and 
first secretary of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth 
Union Central Committee, and other comrades in the 
Youth Union Central Committee Secretariat who 
attended and addressed the congress. 


We are touched and proud that the congress had the 
honor of welcoming various heroic mothers representing 
those devoted and heroic Vietnamese mothers who have 
sacrificed themselves or who have devoted their loyal 
sons to the glorious revolutionary cause of the nation. 
The congress also welcomed those heroic comrades of 
the people’s armed forces representing youths of various 
Ho Chi Minh generations spanning many historic stages 
and those leading cadres representing the forefathers’ 
generations who have, for several decades, not spared 
their blood and who are continuing to set a bright 
example of devoting their entire lives to revolutionary 
ideals, independence, freedom, and socialism. With 
great joy, the congress welcomed junior military cadets, 
the children of the heroic and indomitable Western 
Highlands, and 416 outstanding delegates representing 
youth union cadres and members throughout the 
Army—a force which has loyally and outstandingly 
taken up the glorious revoiutionary cause of the party 
and the armed forces and which is night and day endur- 
ing countless hardships and difficulties and is sacrificing 
everything it has for the cause of serving the people. 


Dear comrades, the congress noted with joy that pains- 
takingly and solicitously cared for by the party, nurtured 
by the people and the socialist regime, and wholeheart- 
edly led by their forefathers’ generations, military 
youths, especially those comrades who are working at the 
frontline, are personally engaging in combat or combat 
support activities in various areas throughout the coun- 
try and on offshore islands, or are perfoming their 
international obligations in the fraternal countries of 
Cambodia and Laos, have over the past 7 years since the 
2d National Youth Union Congress, always displayed 
their patriotism and their high loyalty to the party and 
the people despite countless difficulties and ordeals 
confronting the country’s advance. They are a force that 
has oustandingly adopted the tradition of the glorious 
revolutionary cause of the party and the nation. They are 
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ready to go anywhere and have always striven to stand 
firmly on their own feet to fight and win gloriously for 
the sake of the socialist fatherland and for the happiness 
of the people so as to deserve the trust, love, and pride of 
the entire party and people and of the forefathers’s 
generations and to be a worthy example of the character 
of making selfless sacrifices and of the profound and 
loyal love of comradeship and comrades in arms; for the 
sake of the lofty revolutionary cause: and for setting good 
examples for youths, teenagers, and children throughout 
the country to follow. 


Faced with the growing demands of the revolutionary 
task and of the task of building the armed forces, youths 
and youth union organizations have, however, continued 
to display numerous shortcomings and weaknesses, espe- 
cially those concerning a sense of organizational disci- 
pline, the life-style. and the relations between party 
cadres and members and nonparty combatants and 
between soldiers and the people. International relations 
have undergone slow changes. Youth union activities are 
less effective. The quality of youth union cadres and 
members is not high enough. The working enthusiasm, 
abilities, and working attitude of those youth union 
cadres and members being young officers and of those 
youthful party members have failed to meet require- 
ments arising from the youth union task. Such shortcom- 
ings and weaknesses have adversely affected the mili- 
tancy of the youth union and the general quality of the 
armed forces. 


Dear comrades, your country’s revolution is undergoing 
profound changes. The class struggle between the two 
paths continues fiercely. The enemies who are malicious 
and dangerous have been constantly sabotaging us in all 
areas. This requires youths and youth union organiza- 
tions in the armed forces to truly undergo changes for the 
better and to bring themselves up to the level that the 
heavy responsiblity requires of them as youths in the 
cause of building and defending the socialist fatherland. 


In order to fulfill their historic mandate, meet require- 
ments for building the people’s revolutionary armed 
forces into a more standardized and modernized army, 
and carry out the drive to purify and improve the 
militancy of the party organization and the state appa- 
ratus and to ameliorate all social relations in the advance 
toward celebrating the 100th birth anniversary of 
esteemed Uncle Ho, youths throughout the armed forces 
must initiate a movement to strive to be worthy of being 
Uncle Ho’s soldiers and to contribute to improving the 
general quality and the militancy of the armed forces. 
They must be dynamic and creative, trying to fulfill 
outstandingly the task of building and defending the 
fatherland. A program of action for them to carry out 
must consists of: 


1. Fulfilling their duties with highest qualitative results: 
fighting heroically and persistently to defend firmly the 
fatherland and to fulfill their international obligations: 
constantly studying and undergoing training to improve 
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their political. military, professional, and technical skills; 
working productively, enthusiastically, and creatively to 
fulfill or overfulfill planned norms; maintaining satisfac- 
torily weapons and technical equipment: and actively 
practicing thrift. 


2. Taking the lead in the antinegativism front right from 
among youths and youth union organizations, especially 
effecting a drastic change in discipline and life-style: 
building the relations of solidarity and the profound 
comradeship and comrades in arms love between cadres 
and combatants, the close relationship between the 
troops and the people, and the lofty and close relations of 
international solidarity. 


3. Actively participating in the drive to purify and 
improve the militancy of the party organization and the 
State apparatus and to ameliorate all socialist relations: 
realizing democratic principles; participating in the 
movement to make sincere and frank criticisms of the 
leadership of various party committee echelons as well as 
of party cadres and members; participating in the man- 
agement and development of the role of those young 
party and youth union members who are military offic- 
ers; enthusiastically fostering outstanding youth union 
members in order to use them as a source for replenish- 
ing the party and recommending them for army officer 
training. Youth Union organizations must be a genuine 
representative of youths and must resolutely strive to 
defend what is right and positive and to criticize what is 
wrong. They must also ensure democratic principles, 
openness, and justice among youths and within their 
parent units and must contribute to the struggle to 
ameliorate all social relations. 


4. Making youth union organizations truly dynamic and 
creative so they can perform their functions properly; 
using the building of the contingent of youth union 
cadres as a basis for building youth union chapters into 
key units; making sure that the contingent of youth 
union cadres is quantatively sufficient and qualitatively 
high, that it has influence over ordinary youths, that it 
truly represent ordinary youths before the party and vice 
versa, and that youth union chapters know how to direct 
and organize their activities in order to resolve actual 
problems facing the lives of youths and their parent 
units. 


5. Maintaining close relations with youth union organi- 
zations outside the armed forces, actively organizing 
joint activities with them, cooperating with them in 
maintaining political security and public order and safe- 
ty, educating and preparing youth union members for 
fulfillment of the national defense duty, building a 
steadfast all-people national defense, performing satis- 
factorily the Army reaches inside and outside the armed 
forces to fulfill their duties, thus contributing to stepping 
up youth union activities and the national youth move- 
ment. 
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Dear comrades, under the leadership of the party, espe- 
cially under the direct leadership of the party Central 
Committee’s Military Commission and other party com- 
mittee echelons in the armed forces, and under the 
regular leadership and guidance of political organs and 
unit commanders, and with their heroic bearing and 
great role, youths in the armed forces must pledge to steel 
themselves and to struggle harder in order to be always 
worthy of the lofty reputation as Uncle Ho’s soldiers and 
of the trust of the people, the party, and friends in the 
world. 


For the sake of the socialist fatherland, of the people’s 
happiness, of the lofty international obligation, and of 
the cause of building the People’s Army into an increas- 
ingly standardized and modernized army, youth union 
members in the armed forces must join with youths 
nationwide in surging forward enthusiastically and 
heroically. 


Government Decision on Assault Youth Force 
BK241159 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 20 Nov 87 


[Text] The Council of Ministers recently issued a deci- 
sion on the organization of assault youth force for 
economic building as follows: 


The assaul: youth force for economic building is a 
volunteer organization of youths placed under the man- 
agerial control of the youth union. It is designed to 
exploit the potentials in terms of labor, land, and other 
economic strengths in each locality, each region, and 
each sector, and to practically help implement the 
socieoeconomic plans of the entire country as well as of 
each sector and each locality, focussing on the three 
major economic programs of the party and using the 
main forms of production or construction units which 
will accept contracts for partial works for each specific 
period of time. 


Youth unions at various levels will make proposals to the 
people’s committees of respective levels for decision on 
the establishment of assault youth force, and for the 
assignment of key cadres to the force. At the same time, 
they must provide organizational guidance. 


Assault youth force units for economic building are 
Organized in districts, precincts, towns, cities, and 
municipalities and will be placed under the economic 
management control of these respective echelons. The 
recruitment of youths into the force must be closely 
combined with the annual troop recruitment plan of 
localities and priority must be given to the troop recruit- 
ment plan. 


As regard the policy toward the assault youth force 
Organization, the decision specifies: Assault youth force 
units for economic building are organized and adminis- 
tered according to the procedures of socialist accounting 
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and business. Each production unit is entitled to auton- 
Omy in production and business in the most profitable 
manner according \o the State Plan. and is responsible 
for its own losses and profits resulting from all activities. 
It must secure jobs and livelihood of collectivized work- 
ers in the unit in accordance with the party policy and 
State law. 


The essential requirements of units for equipment, mate- 
rials, and funds are balanced in the local socioeconomic 
plans according to the state planning system. After 
fulfilling their production and business duties as stipu- 
lated by the state, assault youth force units are autho- 
rized to use the obtained profits along the line of giving 
priority to investment in the expansion of production, 
covering expenses for the welfare of units, and comple- 
menting the operating funds of youth unions. 


As regards members of the assault youth force, they can 
be placed in jobs and trained so that they can raise the 
level of their education and professional skills in confor- 
mity with the conditions of the units. The maximum 
time of service with the force is 3 years. With respect to 
those who want to stay, serve longer, and settle down or 
move their families to the new economic zones, their 
requests will be considered by the local people's commit- 
tees, and they will be allocated land for building houses 
and be given necessary assistance according to the state- 
prescribed system for people going to new economic 
zones. 


NHAN DAN Editorial on New Economic Zones 
BK241343 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
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[NHAN DAN 18 November editorial: “Make Uniform 
Investment in New Economic Zones” ] 


[Text] Many localities and establishments have correctly 
realized the urgency in redistributing the social labor 
force and in exploiting natural resource potentials to 
develop economic and military capabilities; they have 
positively implemented the motto: “The state and the 
people work together” in building new economic and 
populated areas. 


To date, with the state investment, many localities have 
established more grain production zones by expanding 
arable areas and carrying Out intensive cultivation in 
various specialized industrial crop areas in the Central 
Highlands, eastern Nam Bo, the Mekong River Delta, 
and the central coastal regions. 


Lessons drawn from various new economic zones 
showed that achievements can be scored only by making 
early uniform investment, especially in building infra- 
structure to serve and stabilize the laboring people's 
daily life from the beginning at their resettlement areas. 
We must also actively implement state investment policy 
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by encouraging various economic components to accu- 
mulate capital and material to build material and tech- 
nical bases in accordance with plan and schedule, while 
Striving to put into operation various water conservancy, 
communications, education, and social welfare projects. 


Using of capital for building new economic zones 
requires a careful calculation usually by basing on would- 
be results as a main factor for decision making. Recently, 
many new economic zones have spent million of dong in 
a wasteful way. They reclaimed land and then left it 
fallow. Some could not keep the settlers because they did 
not have a uniform investment; they had cultivated land 
but lacked a water conservancy system; they had houses 
and schools but there was a shortage of shops, public 
health posts, and communication routes. Many new 
economic zones have leveled vast timber areas for culti- 
vation, thus damaging a rich natural resource and 
destroying the ecosystem and fertile land. 


The management of capital and material for building 
new economic zones has divided into many steps and 
links, thereby causing setbacks in settlement of accounts. 
Some localities used these capital and material for other 
tasks, other cut investment capital previously planned 
for essential supplementary projects for different tasks 
not in the target. This is one of the main factors that 
caused ineffective activities of a number of established 
new economic zones, thus creating instability in the 
people’s daily life. 
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To ensure a uniform investment and an effective use of 
capital and material at new economic zones, it 1s essen- 
tial to carry Out a uniform management at destination, 
ranging from population redistribution to the organiza- 
tion of production and building materials and technical 
bases. 


First, we must concentrate efforts on building uniform 
new economic zones at specialized industrial crop areas 
to quickly produce agricultural products and goods, 
satisfactorily build transportation routes, ensure suffi- 
cient consumption requirements of the settlers, while 
encouraging economic components to join in invest- 
ments, expanding state-private production cooperation, 
promoting uniform investment to create conditions for 
exploiting local natural resources, thus coniributing to 
increasing the volume of goods for local consumption 
and for export. 


Since the capital, material, and the volume of goods are 
limited, we must first, invest at surveyed and planned 
areas and formulate correct production plan for effective 
results. We must absolutely eliminate the method of 
providing average capital and material that may cause 
setbacks in completing small projects, thus creating 
difficulties in the daily life of workers and their families. 


The task of redistributing the population and labor force 
is of great significance and is a regular task in the years 
ahead. Various echelons and sectors, with their function 
and authority, must strengthen their inspection and 
control so as to ensure a correct and effective use of 
capital allotted for building new economic areas, thereby 
quickly stabilizing production and the people’s daily life 
at established new economic zones. 
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Australia 


Government Considers Protecting Gulf Shipping 
BK271011 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0803 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[From the “International Report” program] 


[Text] The Australian Government has confirmed that it 
is considering sending some form of support to the 
United States to help protect shipping in the Persian 
Gulf. The cabinet submission setting out three options 
for Australian support was leaked in full to The Sydney 
Morning Herald newspaper. But, shortly before leaving 
for the Soviet Union this morning, the prime minister, 
Mr Hawke, effectively ruled out two of the options 
contained in the submission. (Michael Dodd) reports 
from Canberra. 


{Begin recording] [(Dodd)] A somewhat embarassed fed- 
eral government has confirmed that the three options for 
Australian support consist of one above the water 
option, one on the water, and one below the water. The 
above water option is an RAAF [Royal Australian Air 
Force] Orion surveillance aircraft. The on the water 
option is a naval frigate, and the below water option— 
the one favored by Defense Minister Kim Beazley—is a 
diving team of 20 personnel trained to clear ship hulls of 
explosive attachments and to disarm mines. The prime 
minister, Mr Hawke, discussed the issue of an Australian 
presence in the Gulf, appropriately enough, at the Fair- 
bairn RAAF base in Canberra this morning. 


[Hawke] Well, it is a matter to be considered by cabinet 
if the minister for defense puts a submission to the 
cabinet. There has been some consideration within 
Defense [Department] by the minister for some time. | 
have not seen the news (?mentioned). I have not seen 
The Sydney Morning Herald, unfortunately, but they 
have not yet to come to me officially. And if there is a 
decision we will consider it, but the only thing I will 
make quite clear is this: That there will be no Australian 
ships sent to the Gulf; that is, naval vessels. 


{Unidentified reporter] Why is that? 


[Hawke] Because we do not consider it appropriate. [end 
recording] 


Well, as you can just make out above the aircraft noise, 
the prime minister ruled out the idea of sending a nava! 
frigate, and he also went on to rule out the Orion 
surveillance aircraft as well. 


This leaves the team of frogmen, an option favored by 
Mr Beazley because the role they would perform would 
be clearly a nonoffensive one, and one which he is 
confident would not do anything to escalate tensions in 
the Gulf. The diving team is also preferred by the 
minister because he is confident about the expertise of 
the unit. 
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But. as to whether the team will ultimately head off to 
the Gulf, well that is something cabinet is yet to formally 
discuss. Although while the prime minister was talking 
about if the defense minister puts a submission to 
cabinet, government sources have confirmed that the 
submission is definitely on its way. 


The government wants to be prepared with a definite 
response if the United States makes a formal request to 
Australia, something which is a distinct possibility given 
that U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz raised the 
issue with Mr Hawke in America last month. And if the 
United States does make a formal request, the chances 
are Australia will send off the diving team. As a lot of 
cargo to and from Australia passes through the Persian 
Gulf, the Hawke government won't want to be seen as 
though it is sponging off the Gulf forces of America and 
other friendly nations. 


Prime Minister Hawke Leaves for USSR 
BK270619 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 27 Nov 87 


[Text] The Australian prime minister, Mr Hawke, has 
left Canberra for the Soviet Union where he will be 
promoting an expansion of trade with Australia and 
seeking further concessions on Jewish emigration. It is 
the first time since 1975 that an Australian prime 
minister will have visited the Soviet Union. Mr Hawke 
will hold talks with the Soviet leader, Mr Gorbachev, just 
6 days before the scheduled summit meeting with Pres- 
ident Reagan for the signing of the treaty on intermedi- 
ate-range nuclear missiles. He will be accompanied by an 
Australian business delegation, and a trade agreement 
for the next decade is the expected result. As well, 
negotiations are under way for human contacts agree- 
ment aimed at improving the rights of Soviet citizens to 
leave their country and increasing family reunions and 
contacts between religious groups. 


Plans To Reaffirm Afghan Stand 
BK250901 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0700 GMT 25 Nov 87 


[Text] The prime minister, Mr Hawke, has told Parlia- 
ment that he will reaffirm Australia’s opposition to the 
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan in talks next week in 
Moscow with the Soviet leader, Mr Gorbachev. Mr 
Hawke said Australia had always supported United 
Nations attempts to settle the conflict. 


The prime minister said Australia is one of the few 
countries to have accepted Afghan refugees since the 
Russian invasion in late 1979. 


Marshall Islands 


Foreign Ministry To Establish Ties With Fiji 
BK250857 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0700 GMT 25 Nov 87 


[text] The Republic of the Marshall Islands has formally 
approached the Fiji military government to establish 
formal diplomatic relations. The Marshall Islands Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs also congratulated the people of 
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Fiji in what it called the great progress that had been __ Fiji’s minister for foreign affairs, Mr Filipe Bole, wel- 
made towards forming a civilian government, and that comed the Marshall's initiative and said it was an 
the Marshall Islands was optimistic that the task could important step towards closer relationships among the 
be accomplished in a short period. South Pacific island states. 
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